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Fafhionable Involvements. 


Cea Pe 1. 


TETE-A-TETE.. 


a 

Tur moft fathionable couple about town be- 
ing prevented from fleeping by fome domeftic 
crotchets running. in. their heads, of which they 
withed to diveft themfelves,. accidentally metin 
the breakfaft-room at an unufual early hours 
it being not. one o’clock, Yes, Reader, it 
was really no more than one hour after mid- 
day! No wonder then they fhould ftart at. the 
fight of each other as if they had feen a fpectrey 
as they iflued from their feparate ‘apartments 5 
but politenefs very foon obtained a complete vic- 
tory over furprize;. all the enquiries pofible 
were mutually made with fuch perfect good 
breeding, as fhewed they wanted nothing in the 
world but fincerity to make them pafs for affecti- 
onate folicitude. 
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FASHIONABLE 


INVOLVEMENTS. 


Lady Ifleworth carried a fmile on her face and 
a {croll of paper in her hand, which laying care- 
lefsly on the table, fhe prepared to fill out the 


tea. 


Sir Frederick took up a newfpaper, but his 
eyes often reverted with a glance of fulpicion 
towards the manufcript he faw lying by the fide 
of his lady, the fubjeét of which he probably 
guefled, therefore afked no queftions, but faid, 
ina diflatisfied tone, “ Where are the girls ?-— 
fam furprized, Lady Ifieworth, you give yours 
felf the trouble of doing thefe fort of dull offi- 
ces, when you have fo many daughters who may 
take them off your hands,’* 


* O, my dear,” returned her Ladyfhip, “ you 
have furely forgot that we have none of them at 
home, except the two young ones, who I fup- 
pofe, are at their leffons; and Mifs Ifleworth 
did not go to bed till fix this morning, of Courfe 
we muft not expect to fee her till dinner time: 
I with the poor thing may not be in a decline ; 
fhe looks frightfully pale; and as foon as the 
town thins, it will be proper, I think, to fend 
her inte the country, that fhe may get up her 
fleep, and by that means recover her complexion.”® 


“ But, if you fuppofe the change of air fo ne- 
ceflary to the reftoration of her health, why wait 
tilt 
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till the town thins? why not put your defign in 


bi 
* 


execution immediately 


« Oh! for Heaven’s fake, do not mention: 
fuch a propofition ; it would abfolutely kill her 
at once ; yes, it would be her death; there is 
{uffocation in the very thoughts of the country 
at this feafon of the year. You fee fhe is yet 
capable of a great deal ; fhe has net been in bed 
any night this three weeks, at the earlieft hour, 
till three in the morning. I did not mean to 
alarm you by faying fhe looked pale; I hardly 
know how I came to make the obfervation, on- 
ly that I think ‘t-odious to be. without colour; if 
fhe would put on rouge there might be no occa- 
fion for her going into the country at all; but 
fhe is fo refractory to my commands, when I 
bid her try the experiment, that fhe pofitivel y 
faall go there one day or other, as fhe deferves. 
to be punifhed for her difobedience.”’ 

The whole time her Ladyfhip had been deli- 
vering this maternal harangue, the half negligent, 


ite 


half oppreffed Baronet, feemed to be more plun- 


ged in Glent meditation, than devoting his at- 
tention either to the matter or the fubrect of 


ce 
f 


her eloguence—a momentary pause cru ed avhen 
fuddenly ftarting from his reverie, he crea oui 
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«© Pray, my dear, do you never intend to vifit 


Mrs. Snug ?” 


“ Mrs. Snug!” repeated his Lady, with a 
ftrongith fort of emphafis, “ how, in the name 
of wonder, has her idea intruded on our family 
affairs ?” 


“ Family affairs !—-Ob, yes, true, child, we 
were talking of family affairs; and now that you 
have renewed the fubject, I muft tell you ‘that 
they are in a dd bad condition.” 


“ Flow can that be poffible!—Do you really 
admire this grave fort ‘of jefting?’—For my 
part, «i have not clevernefs enough to unders 
fiand it—however, do not lét us dwindle into 
the difagreeables. “You was talking of Mrs, 
Snug; fhe is a mighty pretty kind of woman; 
I wonder fhe’has never been at any of my par- 
ties; for, indeed, and indeed, I fent my name 
and my days to her houfe, when you firft hinted 
it to me that you had entered into a fort—of a 
fort—of a friendly intimacy with her hufband.” 


A {mile of encouragement emboldened Sir 
Frederick to requeft the invitation might be re- 
peated, being convinced that by fome negligence 
or other -her former compliment never reached 
the 
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the hand of Mrs. Snug, as he had heard her de- 
clare very. lately there was xo perfon in the 
world whofe acquaintance fhe was fo ambitious 
of attaining as that of Lady Ifleworth. 


CH AP.: Ii 


TETE-A-TETE CONTINUED. 


ANorTuEr full paufe,. apparently impor- 
tant to both parties, immediately followed the 
Baronet’s eager entreaties, and the Lady’schear- 
ful acquiefcence ; yet this filence was not at laft 
interrupted by any obfervation that feemed the 
effect of confideration.—* I am thinking,” faid 
the former, “that you are a dear delightful crea- 
ture, the ‘moft obliging wife in the univerfe ; 
and what a lofs the world mu/? fultain, if my 
curfed involvements fhould force me to with- 
draw you from the participation of its elegant 
pleafures ?” 


«“ And I am thinking,’ retorted his fairer 
and better half, “ that you are enough to give 
one the vapours; I have to talk with you when 
A 3 you 
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you get into a philofophical humour—Can’t 
you let your involvements alone to difentangle 
themfelves ?—Did you ever know a man of fix 
thoufand a year that does, or aught to trouble 
himfelf about his involvements vr 


« Faith, that. is a rational. conceit ; but, ne- 
verthelefs, I tell you Madam, we are ruined.’” 


« Ruined with: fix thoufand: a year !—Pifh ! 
you are now perfectly provoking.” 


« Six thoufand a year has a good found, but 
when: five of them are funk in annuities can 
you tell me how a man is to make up the defi- 
ciency!” 


“ Lord, Sir Frederick ! you talk very nonfen- 
fically ; nothing is more eafy! Why don’t you 
get Arthur to cut off the entail ? he is a fine 

( fpirited youth, and I dare fay will do it with 
a great deal of pleafure.” 


“ ] fhall certainly try him, my dear,” faid 
the Baronet: ‘* but, in the mean time, would it 
not be as well, if you was to give up your join- 
ture? I think that would help us a little.’$ 


“ Take it then, by all means,” replied her 


eagd-natured ladyfhip ;” “ you have only to get 
the 
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the-confent of my truftees, and mine follows of 
courfe.””’ 


« What an angel !” exclaimed the tranfport- 
ed hufband, kiffing her hands with well-affected’ 
rapture ;. “ you have fet the veflel right again ;. 
and there will be no immediate neceflity: of 
fpeaking to Arthur about.the entail: we may. 
keep that’ in referve, at leaft until we can no. 
longer contrive to go on without his afliftence, 
I will fee Bateman and Curry this very morning, 
and fend them both to the devil, if they hefitate: 
an inftant in giving up their truft to your fet-- 


tlement.’’’ 


« As to Curry,” replied her ladyfhip, “ it re- 
quires fome addrefs to manage that old fogram ; 
you know,.he took it into his head to be affront—- 
ed when I forbid him the houfe, becaufe the fool 
‘would give his advice unafked, However, I am 
glad to fee your fpirits getting above par. But 
remember, Siz Frederick, when my dirty. acres 
are converted into Gath, that wzves, as well as: 
hufbands, jave their little fa/hionable’ occafions. 
Here is a lift,” taking up the paper, which till 
now had remained quietly on the table, where. 
fhe had laid it «on her firft entrance ; “ you had 
better look it over, my dear, and you will find 
the articles contained in thefe memorandums to 


be 
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be mere veceffaries, which I cannot poffibly do 
without: the purchafe of them, as near as I can 
gnefs, from expenditures of the fame nature, will 
rather exceed fifteen hundred pounds, and a com- 
pliment of two thoufand will leave me very much 


your debtor.” 


Now, as the neceflaries of a lady of ton would 
not be univerfally underftood by all claffes of 
readers, though we were even to produce this 
1i of memorandums, plainly as they were there 
made out, fo we fhall no more unfold the mydf- 
tical paper that contained them than did Sir Fre- 
derick, who, returning it unopened, politely af- 
fured her ladyfhip, whatever part of. the money 
fhe-appropriated to her own ufe would receive 


a double value in his eftimation. 


Parting in the moft undefinablé harmony, they 

appointed to mect again half an hour before 
| Lady Ifleworth’s company affembled, to talk over 

his fuccefs with her two truftees, though he ap- 

peared quite certain they could form no objec- 

tion to an arrangement fo well digefted, and fo 


exceffively reafonable. 
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Co a et 


LOVE AND MARRIAGE, 


Liapy ISLEWORTH, at fourteen, was a 
romp—at fifteen, a wife—and at fixteen, a mo- 
ther; which is all the apology we are at prefent 
inclined to make for having introduced her at 
the age of thirty-feven, the diffipated miftrefs of 
an almoft ruined family. Her other qualifica- 
tions will unfold themfelves as occafion fhall offer. 


Sir Frederick could beaft no greater advantage 
over his lady, but that of being in age four 
years her fenior; of which preference, it may 
be fo called, the incoherence of all his pur- 
fuits {poke him totally infenfible. Wihilft chil- 
dren themfelves, they were the parents of chil- 
dren, which at firft they confidered merely as 
play-things ; but afterwards, fuppofing them to 
be at leaft as rational as themfelves, they were 
diligently initiated into all the wifdom of their 
wife parents, and as they grew up, no reftriCtions 
were laid either on their pleafures or expence; fo 
that by the time Arthur, their eldeft fon, had ef- 
caped minority, the ready money fortune of fifty 
thoufand pounds, brought by Lady Ifleworth to 
her hufband, had every fhilling been fquandered ; 
befides 
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befides that the d:fcreet father, of this equally dif- 
creet fon,, having loaded his eftates with annui- 
| ties more than tiey could bear:—-two jeintures: 
alone remained untouched, one of. which was 
daily and anxioufly expected to fall in, becaule it: 
hung on the life of a. very old woman.. Fron 
the other facred depofit Sic Frederick could form 
no reafonable expectations of prefent advantage, , 
as it depended on the death of his own dear lady,. 


who was even younger than bimielf.. 


Sir Frederick never found his difficulties fo 
numerous and fo prefling as at the opening of | 
this hiftory. He had promifed a confiderable: 
loan to Mr. Snug, whofe wife, as every cood 
wife fhould do, took a very tender intereft in all’ 
the concerns of her hufband, and had herfelf con- 
de{cended to folicit.the loan.. It was imposible 
the Baronet. fhould refufe fo fair a fuitor, and yet 
it appeared ten times more impofuble that he. 
f{hould ever. be able to fulfil. nis liberal engage-- 


ments... 


~ How Lady Ifleworth difpofed of herfeif be-- 
tween the hours of parting from and meeting: 
again with Sir Frederick, would. be very little to 
the purpofe; but her eagernefs to know the. re-- 
falt of his application to her truftees, muft not 
be paffed over in filence: her curiofity and anxie- 


ty 
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ty on this occafion was of fo torturing a nature, 
that even the duties of her toilet were in a man- 
ner neglected—it might be faid, th atthe rather 
fuffered than enjoyed them; fhe would fix her 
eyes on her looking-glafs, without admiring her 
charms, or even feeming to know that they were 
reflected before her; many of her ornaments 
were forgotten, and the reft ill- adjufted. Twenty 
times had fhe fent to enquire if Sir Frederick 
was come home, and a !ong train of repeated ne- 
gatives ferved only to increafe her large ttock of 
difcompofure. 


When Lady Ifleworth fignified her apprehen- 
fions, that Mr. Curry would withheld his con- 
fent to the difpofal of her jointure, on, account of 
fome offence which fhe LAR RnQ WI TES to have 
given him, ihe had other reafons,. befides thofe 
fhe chofe to advance, for more than doubting the 
fuccefs of het Oiete S negociation. Let us 
fee, then, from what cau{e thefe hidden fears orj}- 
ginated, and dig to the very root of that: evil 
from whence fprung her ladyfhip’s plentiful fteck 
of impatience. 


Mr. Ludlow, the father of Lady Ifleworth, 
lived long enough for the advancement of his 
daughter, to fee her the wife of Sir Frederick, 
and died foon enough to avoid being the witnefs 
of 
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of her deftruction. He was what is commonly 
called a careful parent, for he never would take 
a fecond wife. He accumulated a vaft fortune 
by trade, one moiety of which he gave the Ba- 
ronet on the day of marriage, and the other re- 
fiened two years after, when called upon to take 
his laft journey ;.at which period he had acquired 
{fo much infight into their mutual paffion for ex- 
pence, that again he evinced himfelf the careful 
father, for he bequeathed the remaining fifty 
thoufand that he left behind him to the fole dif- 
pofal of his daughter, without cutting off his’ 
fon-in-law from the ufe of the yearly intereft 
this large fum may produce. "He was alfo a care- 
ful father, when he united, for her fettlement in 
truft, two gentlemen, who, in the whole courfe 
of their lives, he had never known to be united 
in the fame opinion. Curry was in reality what 
Bateman only appeared to be : one was an honeft 
man on all occafions; the other fometimes acted 
like an honeft man, but not unlefs it would an- 
{wer the purpofe of his intereft as well, or better, 
than playing the knave; and if we take this his 
real chara¢ter for our clue, we fhall find it the 
lefs difficult to develope the caufe of certain myf- 
terious tranfactions that we are going to lay be- 
fore our readers, and which had for many years 
been pafling between Bateman and his ward Lady 


Tfleworth. 
At 
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At various times, and on various emergencies, 
her ladyfhip had applied to this Few Chriftian 
for certain fums of money; but the fecurity Sir 
Frederick could not poffibly join in, becaufe he 
never was confulted on the bufinefs... Though 
{mall the fums, the frequency with which they 
were demanded, and the number of years they 
had been rolling on in a tide, of accumulation, 
made them at length amount to fomething fo 
confiderable, that befides leaving in his rapacious 
hands all her valuable jewels, whilft, they were 
cunningly copied in pafte, of fuch exquilite 
workman{hip as to defy the fcrutiny of a huf- 
band’s examination, this wife guardian infifted 
on additional fecurity ; and having nothing bets 
ter to offer, the ufurer accepted an obligation, 
properly executed to receive,;on the death of Sir 
Frederick, double the confideration of, the whole 
debt fhe had incurred; or in cafe fhe fhould not 
be the furvivor, he took care, bya deed of gift 
that his foolifh ward would reimburfe his family 
at the fame lavifh rate, for his profufion of ge- 
nerofity in fo freely adminiftering to her extras 


vagancies. 


Thus fituated, Lady Ifleworth wou certain- 
ly never have confented to Sir Frederick’s appli- 
cation, but for fear her refufal might occafion 


certain queftions, which might lead to certain 
expla- 
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explanations, by no means defirable. She there- 
fore fubmitted with a good grace, flattering her- 
felf with this only confolation, that Bateman, for 
his own fake, would not betray the engage- 
ments into which fhe had entered. But, alas! 
whatever fatisfacttion might have been reaped 
from her fafety in refpect to the fear of detec- 
tion, met with a counterpoife, in the fuller cer- 
tainty, that for his ow fake alfo, Bateman 
would never be prevailed upon to relinquith his 
truft. On the one hand fhe was aflailed by 
fhame, yet fhame was not the moft terrible of 
her enemies; for on the other a fiend ftill more 
ugly prefented itfelf—the fpeétre of | folitude 
was a thoufand times lefs tolerable, 


Until this morning, her ladyfhip had been fo: 
bufy in deranging her own affairs, that it is little 
to be wondered at if fhe had never troubled her-. 
felf about what belonged to the affairs of her. 
hufband. This was really the cafe: for when 
told that morning they were in a bad condition,, 
fhe was furprifed; but the threat which accom-. 
panied the difcovery, of dragging her from a 
town refidence, added terror to furprife ; and at a 
moment fo peculiar, fhe would willingly have 
facrificed every obftacle which ftood in the way: 
of Sir Frederick’s views on that part of her. 
fortune her father had fo- prudently locked up ; 
there 


ERT Ee aaa, one a 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 1g 


there was no penance fhe would not have per- 
formed, to avoid. the bittereft of all calamities, 
that of being forced to exchange the dear dif- 
traction of a town life for a dull, fleepy, coun- 
try retirement. Her pin-money, it mutt here be 
confeffed, was very rich in arrears, which had 
been a fort of ftumbling-block in her road to 
pleafure. Whenever fhe applied to the fteward, 
he would gravely refer her ladyfhip to his maf- 
ter, who would as gravely, though not fo re- 
fpectfully, refer her to the devil. Now, whe- 
ther it was that fhe did not like to put him out 
of humour, or that Mr. Bateman’s fupplies 
faved her from the neceffity of reiterated im- 
portunities, certain it is, that for many years fhe 
had left off {peaking to Sir Frederick on the 
fubject, till debts of all defcriptions, particular- 
ly thofe of honour, forced her to refolve on 
breaking filence, and fetting out her claims.— 
Thus determined, with a fcroll of paper in her 
hand, on which was {fketched an exact meafure. 
of all'her demands, and full of confidence in 
his capability of difcharging them, we have feen 
her meet him at the breakfaft table, where, hav-. 
Ging alfo witnefied whatever pafled between them 
on that interview, we proceed to another of no 
lefs importance. 
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CVA Rt IX. 


MORE FAMILY AFFAIRS. 


Twenry and nine times had Lady Tfle- 
worth fent Harris, her woman, to enquire if Sir» 
Frederick was returned: but before the thirtieth 
could be difpatched, her heart palpitated at receiv- 
ing an invitation from himfelf, to meet. him in: 
one of the inner drawing-rooms. 


When the meflage was brought up, Mfs.. 
Harris was in the a@ of fpreading over her lady’s 
fhoulders a profufion of long light hair, hanging 
from a well turned head, the chiefmerit of which: 
confifted in the cultivation of this captivating 
ornament. Inftantaneoufly fhe broke from the 
hands of her Abigail, and immediately took her: 
giddy girlith flight down ftairs, but, turning 
about before fhe reached the bottom, fhe ftopped) , 
and called out for Harris; “© Go,” faid fhe, 
‘Cand tell Mifs Ifeworth, fhe is not to expect I. 
fhail carry my. indulgence to fuch prepofterous. 
lengths, as to lether mope away all the evening 
in her chamber, whilft [am killing myfelf with 
fatigue in forming little foolifh parties at whift 
and 
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and cribbage—fay it is her duty to-eafe me of this 
sunprofitable trouble. Do you hear me, Harris ?”’ 


“66 Yes, my lady.” 


-< And tell her, my faro will not fet late to- 
night; or if it fhould, and her head continues to 
ache, fo that fhe cannot keep out of her bed, I 
fhall difmifs her before -it breaks up.” She 
ftayed to fay no more, but hurried on to meet her 
hufband, trying, as fhe pafled along, to fortify her 
fpirits againft the very worft that might happen: 
a precaution by no.means unneceflary. Had fhe 
not been armed to encounter difappointment, the 
firft glance fhe caught of SirFrederick muft have 
conquered all that yet remained unconquered of 
hope and expectation. 


‘He was fitting on the edge of a card-table, 
his looks vacantand fullen ; he was alfo whiftling 
a certain doleful air, which his lady had often 
obferved he never attempted, but on the ftrong- 
eft fits of fulkinefs or paflion ; one of the packs of 
cards that lay on the table, he was trying to turn 
to his amufement, by toffing it up with his right 
hand and catching it. again with his left, a fort 
of manual exercife which he managed fo adroit- 
ly, that with fafety he might have taken a bett to 
any amount, that he would not throw out ‘one 
turn 


we 


a PF ae er OT KOE Sega re? a 0 
+") 4 Sa 


22 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


turn ina thoufand, had any man, with fpirit equal 
to his own, offered him the temptation; but, 
alas ! had he looked round for fuch a bon vivant, 
he would have feen only his wife ftanding before 
him, who, with the beft inclinations for gaming, 
had nothing to lofe. 


Her Jadythip paufed for a moment, contempla- 
ting, with a mixture of furprife and pleafure, the 
velocity and truth of his throws, feeming to lofe, 
in admiration of his dexterity, all folid confidera- 
tions ; till, roufed from the tranfient raptures of 
forgetfulnefs, by feeing him dath the cards from 
one end of the room to the other, and hearing 


_ him crying out ina voice of thunder, ‘ What 


the devil mada you fend meon a fool’s errand ?” 


“ A fool’s errand!” fhe retorted, with fome 
warmth, ‘ why furely, my dear, you went on your 
ewn errand; you wifhed to make the application 
—I gave my confent, and devoutly wifhed you 
fuccefs; therefore, if you have failed in obtaining 
it, the fault you know cannot be mune, our un- 
lucky ftars are alone to blame; and indeed I do 
think of late we have been mighty unfortunate.” 


“This is fine talking, Lady Ifleworth ; but it 
will not do—it will not blind me to the con- 


founded arts of your fex- You have certainly 
entered 
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entered into a confpiracy with that rafcal Bate- 
man; or why, at the firft mention of the affair, 
did he bluntly tell me you never did, would, or 
could expe& his fan@ion to fa abfurd a propofi- 
tion? Zounds, Madam! how. would he have 
dared to ufe me thus, if, by fome private means, 


you had not put him on his guard, and encourag- 
ed his infolence ?”” , 


Lady Ifleworth felt herfelf blamelefs of the 
accufation laidto her charge. She well enough 
underftood in what manner to conftrue Bate- 
man’s firm rejection of her hufhand’s propofal:; 
it was no more than fhe expected ; but, confci- 
ous of no new duplicity, and fatisfied that what 
fhe formerly praétifed had not tranfpired, fhe 
very foon convinced Sir Frederick of the fallacy 
on which his fufpicions were founded, fhe offered 
to gothe next day, to try what her own intereft 
would do with this ftubborn guardian; upon 
which he begged her pardon, and confefled him- 
felf afhamed that he had ever doubted her fince- 
rity. 


Domeftic harmony was thus reftored to its 
ufual ftandard. But the Baronet’s vivacity con- 
tinuing rather below par, his amiable moiety exe 
erted all her infantine playfulnefs to conjure away 
his fpleen ;—fhe talked of Mrs. Snug, of fup- 
pers 
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pers, of dinners, of operas, plays, mafquerades, of 
every thing but their own -neceflities; in fhort, 
fhe accommodated ‘her fubje&ts fo well to his 
humour, thatit is probable he might have bu- 
ried, at leaft‘for that night, the remembrance of 
all his difappointments, if the mention of Mrs. 
Snug had not kept them {wimming onthe furface 
of his memory—to Mrs. Snug he ‘had promifed 
five hundred pounds, and in the prefent fituation 
of affairs he might as well have promifed her five 
hundred millions. 


Inthe midft of her ladyfhip’s inceffant efforts 
to pleafe and -amufe him, he ‘ftarted on his legs, 
and turning three times round upon his heel with 
the grace of a Veftris, he afked her this plain 
queftion—‘* What are we to-do, if that curfed 
Bateman holds to his text ??” 


CHAP.’ Vv. 


THE ANSWER. 


c 
Waar are we to do !”’ fhe replied, laugh- 


ing, ““furely that can occafion.no great puzzle. 
How 


SORT EON 
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How do other people of fafhion manage in the 
time of fcarcity? Letus follow their example ; 
and, by appearing more fplendid than ever, give 
the world no room to make ill-natured remarks. 
It isonly your poor fpiritlefs beings that are pro- 
per objects of ridicule, who, afraid of their tha- 
dows, renounce the appearance of affluence, 
when they mo longer pofiefs the reality; firft 
drops one footman from behind the carriage, 
then a butler is miffed at the fide-board; foon 
after, perhaps, the porter is diflodged from his 
hall, and a trolloping maid-fervant opens the 
door to tell us nobody isat home! Nay more, I 
have myfelf known an inftance, where a lady of 
this defcription, before fhe was balf ruined, fold 
her own four coach horfes, and now jobs only a 
pair. But thefe are rare inftances; I cannot 
name many of them; I profefs, that for one fuch 
I will produce a hundred who, the poorer they 
are the better they live,” 


© Well, well,” cried Sir Frederick, rather 
impatiently, ‘6 all this may be true; but money 
I want, and money [I muft have.” 


“‘ Lord!’ replied her ladythip, “ I forgot to 
afk if you had been with old Curry, «and what he 
faid to you.” 


Vou. I. B « Said! 
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“¢ Said !—-why he too gave me a flat refufal, 
though rather in more civil terms than that 
{coundrel, Bateman,” 


“¢ Well, I proteft I did not exped& this of 
Curry; I thought, though we had quarrelled 


with him, he would very willingly have done 


fach a /ittle matter to oblige us; but never fear, 
for when I talk with them tomorrow, my hopes 
are extremely fanguine that I fhall bring them 


both into a better temper.” 


«< To tell you the truth,” returned Sir Fre- 
derick, ‘ I have no notion that either of them 
will ever be brought to a fenfe of their incorri- 
ble impertinence, fo I think you had better let 
them alone; and as they deny their confent, [ 
know an honeft Jew who may put us in the way 
of doing the bufinefs, without their privity or 


approbation.” 


‘s How monftrous convenient!” exclaimed: 


Lady Jfleworth. 


Sir Frederick fhook his head—* Why yes,” 


{aid he, ‘* but it muft be done to a great difad- 
vantage 
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vantage, I fhall not pocket more than one-fifth 
of its value.” 


“* Pith! never mind that,’ returned the lady, 
‘we fhall be well off to have money, at any 
rate; one thoufand pounds now is, in my opi- 
nion, a thoufand degrees better than five times 
five when one has lefs oceafion for money. Po- 
fitively, at all events, we muft-not degrade our- 
felves ; any fort of infringment on our prefent 
mode of living is abfolutely impoffible! Can 
you conceive the difyrace which muft be the 
confequence of our condefcending to the little 
pitiful pra&ices of frugality ?” 


Her ladyfhip was thus preceeding, with 
ftrongly marked energy of expreffion, when the 
flood-gates of her eloquence fuddenly, clofed on 
a fervant’s coming into the room, who informed 
his mafter, that a perfon juft arrived exprefs from 
Bath defired to fee him, having bufinefs of im- 
portance to communicate. The admittance of 
this ftranger was accordingly ordered ; and Sir 
Frederick exclaimed, “ I’]] lay fifty pounds toa 
fhilling my aunt Bridget is going to be trouble- 
fom again,” 


Ba “ Well 


if, 
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“© Well, Sir,” feeing the man enter as he fpoke 
the laft word, “* what is your important bufinefs 
with me?” 


<<] am by profeffion, Sir, an undertaker, and 
juft arrived from Bath, very humbly to offer you 


my fervices.’’ 


«¢ Ihave no occafion for your fervices,’? faid 


rif ASR da geben: 
Sir Frederick, angrily. 


«© Jam forry, very forry indeed, Sir, to find 
that you are already engaged 5 I thought I 
fhould have been the firft in my application; her 
adyfhip’s death was hardly known at Bath, and 
indeed I did think no body could have had the 
pleafure of conveying the fad tidings earlier than 
myfelf.” 

“« Fo, ho! I begin to underftand you—fpeak 


Bridget dead?—really and 
dr” 


out man—ls Lady 
truly, abfolutely and bona fide dea 


& Alas! Sir,” cried the undertaker, length- 
ening his vifage, “ it is a melancholy truth ; and 
© 
1 was-in hopes to have received the honour of 
AL 


your commands refpecting. her ladyfhip’s inter- 
ment,” 


« You 
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& You /rallhavethem—you /ball have them,’ 
fv iD 
cried hein atone of tranfport, ** yes, you /wait 


199 


have them, by G—! 


XT ° 1 wis v4 
“ Nothing can be more reafonable,’”? added 
Lady Ifleworth, her eyes dancing with joy, 
/ — * 7 
pray fet about it immediately; you have very 
much obliged us by your diligence on this acea- 


fion,”’ 


f 


The undertaker’s appearance anfwered to his 
profeffion, He returned vase sanacicanaam acs 
knowledgment by a profouad bow ; and witha 
folemnity of countenance fuitable to the fubject, 
entered into a detail at how much coft and trou- 
ble he fupported-a areal in families of 


confequence, by which means he had often the 
pleafure of being the firft to convey news of an 
unexpected demife to the furviving relatives of 
the defunct; and ended 

ladyfhip’s remains were to be interred in the fa~ 
mily vault. 

“What! carry her as far as Weftmoreland ?” 
interrupted the Baronet, ‘* by no means, by no 
means, Mr. Sable! the journey would be quite 
inconvenient ; fhe never liked the country, or 
any of our family refidences—no, .no, that will 
never do.” 


ce Where 
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‘< Where then, Sir, would you be pleafed to 
direct that her ladyfhip fhould repofe 2” 


“© Why, I think the Abbey at. Bath may do 
very well,” 


“‘ Granted?” replied the AZan of Death * No 
doubt, Sir Frederick, your intentions are, that 
things fhall be done handfamely ?” 


“¢ Harkee, friend—as far as ye can make fifty 
pounds go in pageantry I will frank you—for 
any thing beyond that fum I will not be anfwer- 
able.” 


“T prefume, Sir, that her ladyfhip is to be 
buried in lead, and fifty pounds would but barely 
enable me to put her into a deal fheil.” 


“ Well, well, that is your bufinefs and not 
mine; put her into a leaden coffin ora quart 
bottle, I fhall afk no queftions about the matter, 
but the devil take me if I allow you more than 
fifty pounds for the job.” 


A loud knock. at the door annouced the dawn 
of a riotous night; the poor trader in death, 
creft-fallen, and dejected at the hard bargain Sir 
Frederick had driven, was haftily difmiffed, and 
the merry mourners could not find time to con- 


eratulate 
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anes each other, before they were furround- 
ed by-a little army of friends; all of whom were 
well difpofed to take a fhare in their good for- 


tune. 


_— e . —— ry 


CHAP. VI. 
WHO SHE WAS. 


JLuapy Bridget Ifleworth was the fat indolent 
Dowager of Sir Frederick’s uncle, to whofe title 
and eftates his father’ firft and then himfelf had’ 
fucceeded, in all about thirty years; a very long 
time, it muft be acknowledged, for the payment 
of a heavy jointure ! Where is the calculator who 
would give’a wife thirty years to run after the 
Jeafe of her hufband’s life had expired ? or where’ 
the heir who would, without grumbling, have an-- 
{wered the unconfcionable claim of fuch an ever-~ 


lafting old woman ! ? 


Sir Frederick, forced by along, tedious, feries: 
of experience, to confefs that So Nk: was 
neither pleafant or profitable, hit on a better ex- 
pedient, and fo totally banifhed frem his MA Rati 
the /ady and her demands on /is eftate, that he 
never* 
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never recollected either the one or the other, 
except when rouied by the irrefiftible calls, not 
of his own confcience, but of her Jadyfhip’s 


in fo much that an overplus of two. thoufand 
pounds remained in his hands, which all the di- 
ligence of law could not get eut of them; one 
method only could have brought him to account, 
but Lady Bridget would have nothing to do with 
fheriffs’ officers, 


This reafonable dowager faw the impropriety 
of her living, beyond the limits preferibed by 
cuftom. She had alfo fome money of her own, 
with very few occafions of ufing it, having fur- 
vived the defire of all forts of pleafure, except 
that of fmall play, which was neither expenfive 
or inconvenient. For thefe reafons, though her 
application to Sir Frederick was regularly made 
half-yearly, fhe as regularly accepted, im lieu of 
her annuity, his civil excufes ; and if fhe had one 
quarter paid when five quarters were due, it was 
even more than fhe expected. 


‘That part of the Hleworth eftate appropriated 
to the ufes of Lady Bridget’s fettlement,.was the 
only unentailed part of the whole; befides which 
advantage, it was fo firmly fecured to its origi- 
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nal purpofes, that though the prefent pofieffor had 


moved heaven and earth, Jew and Chriftian, to 
burthen it, as all the reft of his acres had been 
burthened, yet the thing was impofible. . 


With what tranfoorts then muft he have 
heard of the releafe of his dear aunt, by oe 
event his. ftill dearer eftates were alfo relea/ed.— 
If fhe was gone no body could tell where, ne 
might foon have followed, nobody knows how. 


By an unufual claufe in the marriage articles, 
it was whimiically provided, that the funeral ex- 
pences fhould ate out of the jointured eftate; 
but as no particular fum was fpecified for this oc- 

} 


cafional compliment, it producé 


a 


d the fingular ef- 


fect of engendering the very firft id 


my that had ever croffed the brain of Sir Frede- 
rick, which, however highly the prudent world 


may applaud it, was greatly reprobated by the 
noble minded undertaker, in whofe opinion ‘a 
handfome funeral compenfated for all- forts. of 
living evils; and to ag a . flame was his refent 
ment worked UD, ahs reflecting of the p7 ie ul f fity 
pound job, ‘that wh 1en, on hie 4 rrival at Bath) his 
wife, with tears in her eyes, ranto tell him a great 
misfortune had happened, that he kad been toa 
hatty, for that Lady Bridget HMleworth had enly 
fallen down in a fit, and was comé to life agai, 
inftead 
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inftead of being difcomforted, he fnapped his 
i fingers with the full force of exultation, and 
| cried out, to the utter aftonifhment of his for- 
rowing help-mate, “I am glad of it !—with all 
my heart !” He then fnatched up a pen, and ad- 
réfled the following laconic epiftle to. Sir Fre- 
derick : | 


« SIR; 

« Pleafe underftand that I cannot have the 
8 “ pleafure of putting your worthy relation Lady 
he “ Bridget. Ifleworth to repefe} fifty pounds 
4 “ would have done the thing with no fort of 
“ yeatnefs ; but hoping to have future fayours 
“of like kind from fe/f and family, | would not 
“ have been off my bargain, if her ladyfhip had 
“ not very unexpected.y come to life again !— 
“© Hope expences incurred will be confrdered on 


OC 


“ next occafion.—And am, Sir, your moft duti- 


| ful fervant to command, 
“ JoHN GINGERLY.” 
© Sir Frederick [fleworth.” 


Could Sir Frederick or my lady have fur- 
mifed the misfortune that hung over their heads— 
had they known, that whilft they gayly fported 
in the fanguine rays of expectation, the very 
foundation of thefe expectations would have fallen 
to the ground—what afombre complexion might 
fuch 
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fuch knowledge -have caft over the exhilirating 
amufements of that evening, which they confi- 
dered as the forerunner of wealth, or at leaft a 
partial redemption from prefent difficulties ; but 
being in this inftance the favourites of fortune, 
the mortifying intelligence that Lady Bridget 
was not yet ready to receive the funeral honours 
fo prudently provided, did not reach town’ till 
after Sir Frederick had got a purchafer for that | 
part of his eftate on which fhe was jointured, 
together with the fum of one thoufand pounds in 
advance, before the-deeds could be compleated, 
which were to convey the whole of this only 
unincumbered part.of his property from himfelf- 
and family for ever. 


CHAP. -, VII. 


PRELIMINARIES DISCUSSED. 


"Tae gentleman who made this fudjen’ pur- 
chafe was no other than Mr. Curry: he had re- 
fufed to give up the rights of a guardian, because: 
folemnly engaged never to relinquifh them ;—it 
was.a promife.drawn from him in the laft-mo- 


me; ats: 


o 
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ménts of an expiring friend: Mr. Ludlow exact- 
ed the vow, and religion taught him to refpect it. 


This obligation, when foberly explained to Sir 
Frederick, bore fo ftrongly the figure of civil 
neceflity, that he was not half fo much difplea- 
fed as he had before been, with the rude denial 
of ete he even condefcended to confult 
Curry on the > emergency of his affairs, and com- 
plained to him of his family expences, which 
ihe ees well-meaning merchant had very 


wilely advifed him to retrench, 


But, that wifdom is not afways vindicated-of 
her children, there was a ftrong proof in the 
ftubborn: difrelifh with which this wholefome 


counfel was received by the Baronet, -who cold- 


“« There was no neceffity that he fhould cur- 
tail Lady Ifleworth of her dome/ffic or facial en- 
joyments for the fake of a little prefent embar- 
raiment, which would, in the courfe of nature, 
foon be done away; his cld aunt could not live 
for eve, and at her.death he fhould fell an ef. 
tate, the profits arifing from the fale of which 


would liquidate a// his-debts.” 


He might have faid, except thofe contrafted 
on annuities, which fwallowed up four-fifihs of 
his 
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his income. But with thefe irredeemable incum- 
branees he never chofe to burthen his owz 
thoughts, or intrude a lift of them on the me- 
mory of his friends, having contracted none of 
thefe private bleffings but on terms of //ence, 
which it was not for the intereft of his money- 
lending connections to break through, as Jong 
as their demands were pundtually anfwered, 
which hitherto. had been effe&ted at the expence 
of honeft tradefmen, who admitted him into 


their books, with more faith than diferetion. 


The converfation I have been alluding to 

happened on that memorable evening, when Sir 
ft 8 ys ¢ 

Frederick waited on Mr. Curry, to coax or 
curfe him out of his guardianfhip; but hnding 
neither likely to fucceed, and fancying he faw 
fomething in. his benevolent countenance that 
eemed to fay, f would ferve you if I couliy itdis 
better, thought he, to maké a friend than an 
enemy of this man, a0; on fome other occa- 
fion; may at leaft replenifh my play-purfe with 


a 


a brace of Se Sha a conformity to this con- 


venient opinion, he dropped the hauteur of a 


draweanfir,; and aflumed the language of a fup- 


] 
plant, praying for counfel at t 
riences 


he fhrine of expe- 


/ 
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| Mr. Curry afked him, “ What he conceived to 
be the value of his Weftmoreland eftate, fubject 
to the jointure of Lady Bridget ?” 


“ Tt had been. eftimated,” he replied, “ at’ 
thirty thoufand pounds, and hoped it.would at. 
leaft produce him. that fum.” | 


Before they parted, Curry defired Sir Frede- 
rick he might be confulted on the purchafe, 
whenever it. was to be difpofed: .*¢ he -wanted,’’ 
he faid, “.a landed property in that county, of 
courfe would give him more-for an .eftate in 
fuch good condition than any other perfon lefs - 
‘attached to the beauties: of dituation than him-~ 
felf.”’ 


This requeft gave our man of fafhion a: fort 

of negative pleafure, without acting as an im-~- 

‘ mediate foporific on the fhattered conftitution of . 
his deceafed fgirits. . The profpect of touching 

fo confiderable a fum was pleafant enough ; but 

who could meafure the diftance between his. ne- 

ceflity and his ‘affluence? he -had never indeed 

heard that any mortal, fince the Antedeluvian 

age, could get tothe fummit of two hundred 

years, and then tug away for the third; but if 

fuch a fturdy mortal was ever to exift again, he 

felt 
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felt himfelf fully perfuaded it would. be his aunt 
Bridget. 


We have feen,. after the conference had bro- 
ken up, with how heavy a heart. Sir Frederick 
returned to his fpiendid home: we may alfo have 
perceived no dad {pecimen of fortune’s whimfi- 
cality, in the arrival of the undertaker, Mr. John 
Gingerly, with glad tidings from Bath, and the 
forrowful ones which awaited his return thither ; 
and now we have only, if you pleafe to beflow: 
our comments on cur hero’s good luck, which 
carried him to clofe thé bargain for his Weft- 
moreland eftate with Mr. Corry, at an early hour 
the next morning, before the letters were deli- 
vered. 


Having agreed to fell and buy at the rate of 
twenty-five years purchale, one thoufand pounds 
earneft money were depofited in the hands of 
the thrice happy fquanderer, who immediately 
flew to the hou fe of his friend Captain Jerry 
Snug, and tofled into the lap of his expecting 
lady a moiety of the new acquired treafure, for 
which his word was before engaged; nor did 
he take any perfonal fecurity for this fum, or 
other loans made in the fame way, but fuch as 
Captain Snug rendered valid by a full and hear- 
ty concurrence. 


Thefe 
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} Thefe two vifits, the one of bufinefs, the 
other of pleafure, being finifhed much to the fa- 
tisfaction of Sir Frederick, he haftily drew out 
his watch—found it was paft his hour of dreffing 
ed a promife from Mrs. Snug that fhe 
would fhew herfelf at his wife’s next affembly— 
took a hafty, but tender adiew—knocked at the: 
library door, as he paffed down ftairs, to let the 
complaifant hufband know he was retiring—and 

haftened babiete to make Lady Ifleworth a fharer: 
im his goed humour. 


a 


THE FORTITUDE OF-.A- FINE LADY, 


q 


WIR FREDERICK had this morning gone 
out on foot, which was often his cuffiem, when 


rds the magnet of his in- 


he bent his iteps tou 
clinations—for ce FOOL -eafon, that fervants 
have eyes and-ears, arid w7ves, have curiofity. 
Juft as he reached his houfe, bufied in a pro- 
found reverie on the w/e of money, and the faf- 
cination of beauty, my io footmart pe ou 


at the door—his f. Or bul 
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gle: ae no hat on his head—and in the 
violence of his hafte he ran againft his mafter, 
el eyes were ei on the pavement, and 
vould have laid him low, if the Baronet, rouf- 
ed by fo rude a fhock, had not fet himfelf ina 
pofture of defence; but, perceiving the ‘danger 
proceeded from one of his own domeftics, with 
a curfe and a blow, he demanded the occafion of 
his hurry; when he learned, that the mate of 
his boforn was ne, that the terrified fervant 
was running to fetch the doctor! 


Sir Frederick neither retarded or forwarded 
the hafte of the mefienger, but ance on to his 
apartment, with his thoughts rather fixed on a 
pre . bg 2 2 an ae : 7 
lively miffre/s than an expiring wwé/e. 


Soberly he fat himfelf down on a chair-—fo- 
berly pulled his bell—and, on the appearance of 
his valet, @s foberly enquired if his fon Arthur 
was come back from Newmarket? 


“ No,” was the reply: but before he could 
afk after the health of Lady Ifleworth, if he 
had any fuch intentions, his eldeit daughter 
Clarifia burft into the room, and, half fuftoca- 
ted with her tears, cried out, “ Oh! papa, what 
can be the matter with mama?—fhe is dying! 
—fhe is dying!—pray come to her this mo- 


f 
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ment.” She f{natched his hand, and dragsed 
3 SE 


him reluctantly enough to the fick chamber. 


Stretched on a fopha lay Lady Meworth, in 
firong hyfterics, alternately (creaming, laughing, 
and writhing her delicate form into a thoufand 
grotefque figures, as if fhe had been under the 

! immediate influence of witchcraft. 


Clarifla threw herfelf by the fide of her mo- 
ther, and endeavoured to-keep her head fteady, 
whilft Sir Frederick, advancing with as much 
decent melancholy as his happy ftate of mind 
could lend to accommodate his countenance, took 
up one of her ladyfhip’s hands, when, : behold, 
his curiofity was awakened by fomething which, 
fhe grafped fo faft, that to unloofe her hold colt 
eye infinite pains and many ftruggles; but at 
ength the tafk was accomplifhed, when he be- 
| came poflefled of a paper, as the reward of his 
exertions, the contents of which, as his eager 
eyes ran them. over, had nearly reduced him to 
the fame fituation as the dying lady, being no 
other than Mr. John Gingerly’s letter to an- 
nounce the refurrection of Lady Bridget Ife- 
worth ! - 


It was many hours before this deplorable cou- 
ple recovered their u/ual fpirits, or even their 


very 
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very fmall portion of common fenfe.. Yet the 
wife’s fit of fpleen was fhaken off fooner than 
the hufband’s chagrin; and being fit company 
only for themfelves, every body elfe was difmiffed 
from the apartment, whilft, by a fort of tacit 
confent, they continued together, devifing on 
ways and means to extricate themfelves from the 


diffic ulties that involved them. 


Lady Ifleworth lifted her head from the arm 
of the fophaon which it was before reclined, and 
fitting up in an erect pofture, fighed from the 
very bottom of her difconfolate heart—Sir Fre~ 
derick walked up and down the room, medita- 
ting witha vacant countenance, On their mutual- 
difappointment—her ladyfhip was the firft to 
break this awful filence. 


“© What is to be done?”’—fhe afked,— 
“© What fhall we do £’’ 


Sir Frederick flopped fhort—ftared her full in 
the face——-but anfwered not; when’ fhe again re- 
peated her queftion, with this addition, ‘ My 
dear, Sir Frederick, what fhall we do *”? 


Common politenefS now obliged him to an- 
{wer her exclamation, and he replied—‘° Go ta 


the devil! I don’t know any /horter way out of 
qur 
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our. perplexities, I have engaged to fell the 


Weitmoreland eftate es morning, and have re- 


oe 


ceived a thoufand pounds earneft.”” 


“f Charming !? cried out his tranfported wife 
“but why did you not tell me this good news 
fooner? A thoufand pounds is better than no- 
thing—it will enable to fulfill all our prefent 
ive me five hundred of it 


engagements! Pray 
this moment—you know we have prontifec 
Clariffa a ball—her eftablifhment depends, I am 
convinced it does, on her appearance that night ! 
——Jord Giinendes has given broad hints already, 
Iam fure he will make propofals ‘the very next 
morning, 


“< Not fo faft,” dryly interrupted the Baronet, 
“Ihave no five hundred pounds, curfe the old 
woman ! to beftow on chances Or puppet fhaws.”? 


“© Why, what then have you done, with the 
money? Did you not tell me this moment you 


had received a thoufand pounds earneft for our 
Pp 
Wettmoreland eftate: re 


“¢ Suppofe I have, what is your wife conclu- 
fion even if I was really in pofleffion of the whole 
fum ?”? 


“& Confound 
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«¢ Confound your propolition !—half is already 
aid to tradefmen, as a prop to their patience, and 
p ly p F 
now I muff raife that fs to pay back the de- 
ofit—-Of all the mifchief that could befall me, 
P 
Lady Bridget’s riting befare the day of judgment 
is the greateft Vi 


“ But, Sir Frederick, why was you fo prema- 
ture, to pay your dirty trades-people before our 
ewn neceflities were fupplied ?” 


He whittled, to lull his confcience, rather than 
brave its checks, by confirming the untruth he 
had advanced. 


« Surely it was mightily ill-judged,” purfued 
fie ; “ but, as five hundred is faved out of the 
wreck, let me have two hundred and fifty, 
which, with good management and the new cre- 
dit we muf? have gained by paying thefe people 
may enable us to be decent, though not magnifi- 


cent. 


¢ You are enough to provoke the patience of 
Job,” thundered out the Baronet, “ have I not 
told you I muj? pay back the whole fum to 
Curry—it was Ae that bargained for my eftate— 
and} kyow but one way to raife it—you have 
jewels, madam, and /have debts, are you willing 
2 
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to part with the one that the other may be re- 
deerned ?”’ 


“© Willing!” cried her ladythip, hefitating, and 
paufing as fhe fpoke, ** Willing '—Yes, to be 
fure; I am perfectly willing to oblige you in any 
thing—that is to fay, in any thing within my 
reach——but what you propofe is impoffible; fer 
indeed, my dear, you have been fo negligent in 
the payment of my pin-money, that my jewels 
are long ago all converted into paffe !—Nay, 
don’t fret about it (for now his rage was no lon- 
ger to be reftrained, and he flamped with the 
fury of a madman).—I think myfelf as well dref- 
fed in the /hadow as in the fubftance,” continued 
fhe; and was proceeding with her ufual volubili- 
ty, when the door fuddenly flew open, and in 
bounced their fon Arthur, leading a handfome, 
lively, bold-looking young woman, whom Lady 
Ifleworth received into her expanded arms, with 
an exclamation of joyful furprife, by the ftile and 
title of her “ Dear, dear Lady Ann Orford !” 


“< My dear Lady Ann!” was alfo repeated 
by Sir Frederick with equal cordiality, whilft 
her ladyfhip only replied-to thefe fpontaneous 
marks of fondnefs by a loud laugh, in which fhe 
was joined by Arthur, who, as foon as he could 
articulate, wonderfully aftonifhed them, by pre- 
prefenting 
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fenting their unexpected vifitor, met as Lady Ann 
Orford, but as Lady Ann Ifeworth. 


“<< Indeed !”” faid fhe, fecing her new papa and 
mama with a flag of incredulity hoifted on their 
countenances, ‘indeed what the wretch tells you 
is tao true! Do you know, that inftead of run- 
ning at Newmarket, he came to the Wildernefs 
to run awav with me, whether [ would or no.— 
We have ‘actually been before the blackfmith, 
who put on our fetters fo tight, that, heaven help 
us! I fear we fhall find it hard to get rid of 
them.” . 


This decided declaration on the lady’s part 
diftanced every doubt; Sir Frederick and Lady 
Ifleworth renewed their carefles—their endear- 
ments were in proportion to the acres of this re- 
puted heirefs. And now the old aunt—the 
Weftmoreland eftate—the thoufand pounds— 
the falfe jewels—with all their other various 
crofles, vanifhed before the fplendid “alliance of 
their fon Arthur, whofe real fituation we fhall 
difclofe in the next chapter. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. Hh 


INTREPID LOVE. 


Arruur ISLEWORTH was a chip of 
the old block; he knew every body but himfelf, 
and loved every thing that did mt promote his 
intereft ; he inherited all the /enfe of his father, 
with all the propenfities of his mother, yet had 
never been remarked for his ¢a/eats or his fruga- 
fity—but for a handfome pair of eyes and regu- 
lar features he had pretenfions not to be dif- 
puted; thefe procured him a ready paffport into 
the hearts of almoft every female who looked on 
the dangerous creature; a prefumptuous experi- 
ment! which, if the Scandalous Chronicle can be 
credited, has coft'adozen of them, at leaft, the 
trifling price of their whole /tt/e ftock of chaftity. 


Lady Ann Orford, the only child of Lord 
Benvour, did not gaze onthe charms of Arthur 
with zmpunity: fhe had feen him three times, and 
danced with him once. The flame which was 
lighted in thefe tranfient interviews nothing but 
matrimony could quénch. 


At. firft he appeared infenfible to the advan- 
tage of his conqueft, and would probably have 
con- 
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continued fo to the end of time, his attention being 

divided by-a multiplicity of beauties contending 

for his notice, but for the lady’s own ingenuity, 

who foon got acquainted with his mother. 

Now, whatever faults may be laid to the pre- 

fent times, that of maiden fhynefs is not to be 

numbered amongft them : fo the love-fick dame 

of quality let her new friend into the affairs of- 
her heart, and Lady Ifleworth faw the connec- 

tion in a mighty favourable point of view. 


With fome difficulty, at laft the beat i¢ into 
the head of her darling. fon, that he could not de 
better than offer himfelf to Lady Ann’s accep- 
tance. The facrifice was accordingly made, 
with more archnefs than ardour; and accepted, 
with more readinefs than delicacy. 


Sir Frederick waited on Lord Benvour with 
propofals: but Lord Benvour had other views 
for his daughter, and gave the Baronet’s applica- 
tion a decided negative. Hard words pafled 
between them; they parted in all the bitternefs 
of wrath. 3 


The next day Lady Ann was forcibly taken 
to the country, and her fapient lover thought no 
more of the matter. Not fo her intriguing lady- 
fhip: atender billet reached his hands in a few 
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§0 
days after her feclufion, inviting his attendance 
in the neighbourhood of her father’s houfe, from 
whence fhe would find a way, fhe affured him, 
to make her elopement, in defiance of locks, 
bolts, and duennas. | 


He obeyed the fummons, having nothing elfe 
to do on the day fhe propofed meeting him. 
Accordingly he fet out for the Wilderne/s ; but 
did not let his family into the fecret, merely that 
they might not laugh at him, if his fcheme of 
carrying off the lady fhould prove unfuccefsful ; 
he therefore made them believe he was going to 
vifit his /fud, which he had fent to Newmarket, 


-to be ready fot the next week’s fport. 


Having once embarked, he made fuch dif- 
patch, that at the end of eight days we fee him 
returned to the arms of his tranfported parents, 
with an additional rib to thofe with which 
nature had provided him. So now letus leave 
them, exulting in their new acquired felicity, and 
take fome other branches of this wonder working 


but not Angular family. 
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CHAP. X. 


CLARISSA ISLEWORTH. 


CL ArIssA’s appearance in this uncertain 
world, which fome think a very charming one, 
whilft others call it a vale of mifery and fha- 
dows, was announced eleven months after the 
firft exhibition of her brother Arthur. Mr. 
Curry had taken upon him to anfwer for her at 
the holy font, that fhe fhould be taught the 
Lord’s prayer and ten commandments, like other 
Chriftian children ; but finding, at the age of fix 
years, that fhe could not repeat a word of either, 
he was aman of too much honour to renounce 
the duties for, which he had made himfelf re- 
fponfible ; and at the joint requeft of his amiable 
wife, the young lady was readily configned to 
their charge, decaujfe fhe fhould be out of the 
way, and becaufe the good people to whom fhe 
was intrufted had no children of their own; fo 
that even the wi/dom of Sir Frederick and Lady 
Tfleworth was fufficient to inftru& them that no 
body carries their riches with them to another 
world, and that fome body muft inherit them in 
this. 
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Placed under the aufpices of her new pro- 
teCtors, Mifs Ifleworth made rapid progrefs, not 
only in Chriftian but all other knowledge; and 
at thirteen we. may venture. to. pronounce her a 
very amiable, a very beautiful, and a very ac- 
complifhed girl. When. fhe had attained: this 
critical period, Mrs. Curry. was. called upon to 
render up the volume of her life, on. the pages 


of which were written the: actions of forty years, 


in charaéters fo. pure from ftains, fo glowing 
with charity in all its figurative lovelinefs, as can 
leave no.doubts on the mind of the reader, but 
that her accounts were pafled with applaufe. at 
the bar of heaven. 


It would be fuperfluous. to fay, that. the filial 
endearments of a child fo engaging as Clarifla 
had very. much interefted. the heart and affections 
of Mr. Curry; he had aflifted to cultivate the 
flowers of her mind, and to eradicate, as much 
as lay within the compafs of his fkill, the per- 
nicious weeds of conftitutional foibles, But na- 
tureis a cunning gardener, her feeds of original 
fin fhe fows deep, and their roots are ftubborn 
Amongft all the good qualities of his young 
charge,. this plain worthy man could not fail to 
perceive a little dafh of coquetry, and a great 
paffion for fhew. At thefe evils he had been 
tugging 
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tugging feven years, tearing them up by the 
branches, but leaving the root in vigour. 


On the death of Mrs. Curry, Sir Frederick 
and Lady Ifleworth came to reclaim their daugh- 
ter: the generous guardian wept with agony to 
part with his darling, but could find no pretence 
for detaining her, having no longer a female in- 
fpeétrefs to direét her conduct. So great was 
his forrow, that when he faw the carriage which 
conveyed her from him turn from the door,.and 
felt his cheeks yet wet with her tears, he cried 
out, clafping his hands together, “ 4/2 that I 
loved in life is taken from me, and I have no- 


199. 


thing more to lofe! 


After the firft burft of grief had fubfided, 
which the grateful heart of Clariffa naturally ex- 
perienced, on being finally feparated from thofe 
indulgent friends who, for fo many. years, feemed 
only to exift in her pleafures, happinefs, and im- 
provement,. fhe began to confider her parents in. 
a more favourable light than fhe at firft beheld 
them;. fhe thought her. father very good hu- 
moured, and her mother one of.the fineft drefled: 
ladies fhe had ever feen.- 


Whilft under the care of Mr. and Mrs. 
Curry fhe faw them but feldom, and then only 
-In 


OF £4 
fg 


fe 


. a aa oe 
Fe IRE ET ia A SR PIE ET I serpy ye 


54 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS, 


in difhabile, at one or other of their houfes; but 
on the day when they came to fetch her away to 


refide with them, they appeared with all the ad- 
vantages that riches could difplay. 


They were bound that evening firft. for the 
opera, and afterwards to fup at Lady Hartford’s, 
and from thence to the mafquerade in a felect 
party of gipfeys, whofe habits awaited them at 
the houfe of her ladythip, 


Lady Ifleworth gave notice to Mr. Curry of 
her intentions to call for his beloved charge at 
ten, and to treat her with a peep at the opera, 
that fhe might not be moped to death with me 
Jancholy on her change of habitation, 


“You are a lovely creature, my dear,’’ faid 
this /fenfible mother, as fhe fat gazing on Cla- 
riffa’s cherub face, who was placed oppofite to 
her in the carriage, “ you are indeed a very 


charming girl! Don’t you think fo, Sir Frede- 
rick ?” 


“She will do very well,” replied the Baro- 
net, with more admiration in the expreffion of 
his countenance than there appeared to be ap- 
probation in his words, “and if fhe holds up 
her head, and forgets every thing but her obe- 
dience 
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dience to us, we fhall have no reafon to be 


afhamed of her.” 


Clariffa’s little heart bounded with joy at 
thefe, and many other proofs of her parents’ 
folly, confidered by her as tokens only of their 
fondnefs; and when fhe lightly followed the 
foot{teps of her mother into the opera~houfe, 
which happened to be exceedingly crowded, 
every eye was fixed on the interefting figure be~ 
fore them. 


A handfome youth, who had taken his poft in 
the pit vis-a-vis to Lady Ifleworth’s box, cried 
out to an elderly gentleman who fat next him, 
« What a phenomenon! Modefty has united 
with vivacity, and fenfibility joined itfelf to in- 
fantine grace, in forming that adorable creature.” 


Many more fuch fpeeches, from different 
quarters, reached the ears of the delighted beauty, 
and inereafed the animation of thofe delicate 
blufhes which were before fufficiently become 


ing. 


The exultation of Sir Frederick and Lady 
Ifleworth at the univerfal gaze their daughter 
attracted, produced, before one act of the piece 


was over, with their ufual fagacity, this deter- 
mination, 
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mination, that, young as fhe was, the heautifu} 
creature fhould be prefented the following win- 
ter; becaufe, they obferved, fhe never could alter 
for the better, but mut change for the worfe.—- 
Befides, they forefaw about that time there would 
be a plentiful harveft of young heirs who mu/? 
be provided for, and thefe girls who are not early 
in the field can have no chance of reaping to 
their advantage, 


This was Lady Ileworth’s obfervation, But, 
why do I fay fo? I fhould never forgive the 
reader who could fuppofe it to be my own. 


Clarifla, though but thirteen, anticipated in 
her growth the appearance of fixteen: her face 
and form, had they been moulded in wax, would 
have crowned the artift with immortal glory, as 
well for exactitude of proportion as beauty of co- 
louring. 


Her drefs, this evening of her firft and 
early exhibition on the ftage of the world, was 
a frock of clear muflin, fetting off her figure to 
the beft advantage; a black fath, worn in com- 
memoration of the affecting accident by which 
fhe was feparated from the friends of her infan- 
cy, incircled her flender waift ; her fnowy bofom, 
fhaded only by a lawn tucker, often heaved the 
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figh of recollection to that melancholy event ; 
nor could the magic of adulation reprefs the fame 
fentiment from fometimes clouding her illumined 
countenance with momentary fadnefs, which, in- 
ftead of defacing a fingle charm, gave to its ex-- 


preffion all the graces of variety: fhe wore no- 
ornament on her head, except what nature had- 
beftowed, whofe bounty might be called prodiga-- 
lity—fo unfparingly did fhe lavifh - the fineft au-- 
burn treffes in the world that they fell below the’ 


waift in wild profufion, and in part concealed a 


forehead unequalled in fymmetry, unrivalled in’ 


whitenefs; ‘all the milder virtues revelled in her 
foft blue eyes ; and envy herfelf, had fhe ever been 
known to fpeak truth, might have acknowledged, 


that every particular feature had its commiffion: 


for the deftruction of mankind. - 


At the end of the fecond act, in the middle of - 
a-pathetic fong, once the favourite of Mrs. Cur- 
ry, Clarifla, overpowered by the tender feelings » 


‘ of retrofpection, and too young to know any 


thing of that fafhionable fortitude which is a de-- 


clared enemy to all forts of grief, but what may 
owe its fource to the defertion of a lover or the 
death of a lap-dog, felt inclined: to: fhed tears, 
-ahd fhed them fo aly, that her mortified pa- 
rents hurried her out of the houfe, covered: with 


confufion-at her childifh behaviour.”? ‘* She - 
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ought to have known better,” remarked Lady 
if IMeworth; “ it is entirely owing to thefe dowdy 
af people, who have brought-her up, and beat fen- 
timent into her head unmixed with politenefs.” 


At the door of her father’s houfe the poor 
difgraced girl was bid to go to the. nurfery, 
from which fhe would no more be taken till 
fhe knew how to conduct herfelf in the circle of 
fafhion. 


Madame Finette, a French governefs, be- 
ing fummoned, Clarifla was committed to her 
care, who conducted her to an apartment known 
by-the appellation of the lecture room, becaufe 
it was here that every child in the family rode 
their own hobby-horfe, taking their leCtures, as 
they did their fweetmeats, juft as inclination di- 
‘ rected, by which means they were not very 
K { likely to be cloyed with either. 


In their way to that feholaftic repofitory, 
Madame Finette was afked by Clarifla how long 
her brothers and fifters had been in bed? for, 
be it here mentioned, there ‘had tumbled into 
this ill-conducted houfe no lefs than fix younger 
children, who were all deftined to fcramble for 
education and fortunes as well as they could, 


“ J fhould 
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“ [ fhould fuppofe,” faid Mifs Ifleworth, “ at 
fo late an hour I can have no chance of feeing 
them to-night?” 


“ You will fee them this moment,” replied 
the governefs, “for your fifter Matilda has a 
cold and fever, and your mama indulges all the 
reft to fit by her bed-fide till twelve, and amufe 
the poor child with a game at cards.” 


Clarifla lifted up her eyes, but faid nothing, 
though perhaps fhe was drawing a filent com~- 
parifon between her real and adopted mothers’ 
management of young people. 


They. pafled from the fchool-room into the 
fick chamber, where the little invalid, with a 
handkerchief bound round her forehead, lay 
ftretched on the bed, with all her cloaths on, 
becaufe fhe did not chufe they fhould be taken 
off till her companions were put to reft alfo. 
Clariffa, having fondly received and returned 
their carefles, very foon prevailed on the dimi- 
nutive party to retire: fhe continued half an 
hour at the fide of Matilda’s pillow, then left it 
for her own, firft fubmitting to: the cuftom in | 
which fhe bad been trained, of thankfulnefs to 
her Creator for paft, and imploring his future 
protection. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


ROSES HAVE THEIR THORNS AND VIRTUES 
HAVE THEIR SHADOWS. 


\ \ HAT were Clariffa’s foibles ? 


Too large a fhare of conftitutional vivacity— 
doo little inclination to take the trouble of think- 
ing——a too great defire to create admiration— ~ 
and a difpofition too much addi€ted to what is 
commonly ftiled romantic, but to which, with 
permiffion, I would give a fofter epithet ; I would 
call it the effufion of tendernefs, at leaft when 
fpringing from a mind fo well-difpofed as Mifs 
Tfleworth’s. We know of no other foibles; 
and thefe certainly are dangerous enough to a 
young woman, dragged into the world before 
fhe can poflibly have formed any idea of the be- 
ings which compofe.jt: and if thefe errors of na- 
ture ripened to greater perfection in the hot-bed 
of diffipation than they would have. arrived at 
under the careful eye of her late guardians, we 
may be grieved but muft not be surprised at 
their progrefs, 


Sir 
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Sir Frederick and Lady Ifleworth, for feverat 
weeks faw no more of their eldeft daughter, af- 
ter having fecured her under the paternal roof; 
becaufe, on the felf fame evening, formed a par- 
ty of pleafure for the Hle of Wight, and fet off 
the next morning without thinking on Clariffa, 
or enquiring what was become of the poor lit- 
tle complaining Matilda, but left them both, 
with the reft of their infant troop, to repofe 
for fafety on Providence and the houfehold apo- 
thecary.. 


There are moments of temptation to the youth- 
ful imagination, when the early leffons of wif- 
dom, however deeply implanted, may be for- 
gotten, but it is feldom that they can. be en- 
tirely eradicated, unlefs the head and heart fhould 
happen to be irreconcileable variance with rea- 
fon and goodnefs. 


Had Mr. Curry feen Clariffa enter the opera- 
houfe—beheld: with what eagernefs fhe caught 
the flying founds of encircling admiration-—wit- 
nefled the tranfports that flufhed her cheeks and 
fparkled her eyes, he would have cried out, 
“ The foundation I have. laid onis shaken, and 
the whole edifice muft fall to the ground!” 


Yet the following day, had he contemplated 
her in the at of conveying thofe inftructions to 
others 
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others which fhe had learned from himfelf—had 
he feen her in the nurfery, furrounded by her 
lifping brothers and fifters, hearing them read 
their catechifms, and teaching them. to. fay their 
prayers, which being anew exercife, feemed to 
delight them as much as any other novelty; had 
he heard her preaching to them the pleafures of 
application and the difgrace of idlenefs,—then 
would he have rejoiced in his amiable pupil— 
then would he have exclaimed, “ This gocd girl 
never can be feduced by the prevalence of example.” 


Enough at prefent of Clariffa, and. the little 
brood of untaught urchins who claimed her cares 
and divided her affections; we now turn back 
toa breakfaft f{cene, fucceeding that day when 
Arthur, by bringing an unportioned wife into 
the family, feemed to have completed its deftruc- 
tion. 


There were affembled round the table of this 
elegant repaft, oftentatioufly decorated by plate 
unclean and china ill paired, Sir Frederick Ifle- 
worth, with a doubting countenance, in which 
fatisfaction would have fhone predominant, had 
there been no difference whether a man married 
a wife with or without the confent of her father ; 
-—Lady Ifleworth, happy, becaufe her happinefs 
was unalloyed by reflection—fupremely happy 
that 
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that. fhe could addrefs a daughter-in-law by the 
high-founding titles of Lady Ann, and your La- 
dyfhip ;—the bridegroom, paying little attention 
to any body, or any thing, except himfelf, his 
tea, his bread, and his butter ;—the bride, 
highly rouged, trying mot to lock confident; 
whilft Clarifla, like modefty perfonified, but pale 
and dejected, clofed the family circle. 


“ Arthur,” faid Sir Frederick, in a tone half 
pleafed: half ferious, “ the honour this lady has 
done us, by uniting herfelf to our houfe, muft 
make us active to deferve it.” 


“ Damn the tea!’ cried Arthur, who had 
burnt his mouth at the beginning of his father’s 
flowery conception: ‘ Clariffa, why did you 
give it me fo confounded hot?” 


“¢ It is your own fault,” faid Lady Ann; 
“are you not of age to know what will do you 
good or what will do you harm?” | 


“© That is as it may happen.” retorted he, 
fulkily; and, pouring out the tea into his fau- 
cer, he remained filent. 


“ Poh! what a fpoiled child you are !” faid 


his 


a 7 aol Ee RI EI EL SI serene ee IIS 
es 


64 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


| his mother, fondly tapping his cheek, “ I hope 
Lady Ann_-will not indulge you as I have done.” 


«“ Indeed, Madam, I fhall never endanger his: 
humour by any fuch trials,” fhe replied, “ for it 
bas, and ever will ¢ my opinion, that men were 
formed.to be our flaves, and not our ma/ters.— 
Ai I right,. Arthur 


“ No, by G—;” replied he, “ but, right 
or wrong, the thing is done, and we mutt make 
the beft of it.” 


The thread of Sir Frederick’s fine fpun com- 
pliment had been broken, and he feized upon 
this occafion to reunite-it. 


“© Make the beft of it !’* he repeated, “Why 
oo furely, Arthur, fuch’ a fate as your’s can ftand 
ym in no need of philofophy, unlefs it be to, teach 
you. moderation, in fupporting your felicity in 
being hufband to the beautiful daughter and_/ole 
heirefs of Lord Benvour.” 


They both burft into a loud laugh.. “ Oh, 
Lord!” cried Lady Ann, ‘my beauty may 
ftand the teft; but, as to my money, I pofi- 
tively never expect a fingle. fhilling from my fa- 
ther! he is one of the moft unreafonable o/d 
Quizes 
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®yizes you.ever met with: here I am, and you 
muft do with me as you can.” 


“ Well, my dear,” replied Lady Ifleworth, 
delighting in the wit of her new relation, ‘* we 
fhall with pleafure provide you an eftablifhment 
not unworthy your birth and accomplifhment.” 


Sir Frederick ftared—Arthur whiftled—Lady 
Ann fmiled—and Clariffa blufhed, from a con- 
{cioufnefs, no doubt, of her mother’s total ina- 
bility to perform, even in little, what fhe had 
promifed fo largely. 


« Pray, Arthur, have you and Lady Ann,” 
afked Sir Frederick, “ written to my Lord on 
the fubject of your marriage ; it has now taken 
place fix days, and I fhould hope you have not 
neglected fo neceflary a duty.” 


“ © yes,” replied her ladyfhip, “we have 
written, I aflure you.” 


“ Well, and what does he fay?” afked the 
Baronet, eagerly. 


« Oh!” cried her unembarrafled ladythip, 
«“ that queftion has put me in mind of the moft 


comical ftory you ever heard in your life; ce 
fides, 


f 
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fides, it is fo applicable, you muft allow me to 
repeat it: An old nurfe, dandling on her knee 
a. poor little fqualling brat juft popped into the 
world, afked it a thoufand nonfenfical queftions, 
among the reft, what they had given it to eat? 
The babe of courfe faid nothing. So. fome wit 
i fent it about for a miracle, that when nurfe afk- 
ed the queftion, the child anfwered Nothing at 
all, Now, you cannot think how many fools 
Ihave made on the foundation of this jeft ; 
but I only tell it you as being exactly my fa- 
ther’s anfwer to the mournful ditty of repen- 
tance, duty, and all that, which Arthur and I 
fent him,.as feon as the blackfmith parfon had 
converted two ideots into one fool |” 


The ftory having ended with -a violent fit of 
| Jaughter, Lady Ifleworth again declared her ap- 
@ probation of Lady Ann’s talents for humour; 
fe and indeed it. was the only quarter through 
which it was poffible fhe could receive applaufe: 
Sir Frederick was ftruck dumb: Mr. Ifleworth 
continued looking at fome memorandums he had 
noted down on a Newmarket calendar, of courfe 
did not attend either to the tale or to the relater. 
As to Clariffa, her eyes were fixed on her fa- 
ther, with that pity-moving expreffion as if fhe 
would have faid, “ Alas! Sir, F am fure you 
are unhappy.” 


Lady 
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Lady Ifleworth, feeing every face but her 
own and Lady ‘Ann’s drefled in the unbecoming 
mode of confideration, began to complain of 
the difagreeable effects which the dilappoint- 
ment of Lady Bridget’s revival to life had left 
on her fpirits; and begged, if her hufband did 
not defire to fee her again reduced to the fame 
extremity from which fhe had fo lately recover- 
ed, all serious fubjeAs might at prefent be dif- 
milled; ‘ befides, I muft go,” faid fhe, “ to 
Mayo, my upholfterer, and order furniture for 
Lady Ann Ifleworth’s apartment: zndeed 1 am 
petrified with fhame that fhe fhould have pafled 
the night ina place fo ill-fittedfor ber reception.” 


CHAP’ XIE. 


PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION« 


Besipes the certain advantages which this 
houfe of fafhion enjoyed, by engrafting a noble 
branch on the ftock of their own gentility, 
there were other-honours, other emoluments, not 
guite fo certain, but which afforded, in contem- 
plation, a great deal of matter for hope to buildon, 
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The tmagination of projectors, /ach projec- 
tors as Sir Frederick and Lady Ifleworth, may 
be compared to a fhallow ftream, on whofe bo- 
fom is continually floating a fucceffion of green 
leaves, golden-colouréd ftraws, and filver co- 
loured feathers, which cheat the eyes of a fool, 
but engages not the attention of a wife man. 


Years had this contriving pair been planning 
matches for Clarifla, which fomething or other 
always happened to interrupt. As to the young 
lady herfelf, who, as the grew in ftature, beau- 
ty, and fweetnefs, became the idol of all the 
young men about town—to her neither their pa- 
rents or guardians could have framed any reafon- 
able objection; but there was a fatal rock, not 
to be hid from the eyes of any body /e/s blind 
than a man whom love has effeCtually hoed- 
winked ; and fuch objects are feldom let to wan- 
der alone; fome-experienced guide generally at- 
tends their footfteps, to point out the fhoals and 
quickfands -of poverty, the traces of which it 
was impoflible fhould be concealed, by any arti- 
fice, from peeping out in. the fhattered finances 
of the Ifleworth family.. 


Lord Clarence, two winters preceding the 
commencement of my hiftory, faw and admired 
Clariffa. Many things were in favour of this 
match, 
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match, with only one againft it—he was an earl, 
he was rich, he was independent, but he was 
already married; and whether it happened that 
he did not chufe to adopt the prefent mode of en- 
gaging one wife to fill the place of another, be- 
fore that other has vacated, or whether he faw in 
the modeft mein of Mifs Ieworth that any pro- 
pofition of the fort would be received: with the 
{corn and contempt it. would have merited, he 
refrained from declaring his paffion; and, to 
avoid temptation, took his invalid cara /posa in- 
to the country, from whence he no more return- 
ed until he had feen his countefs decently inter- 
red; and whiled away the firft folitary months 
of widowhood, not in fhedding hypocritical 
tears over her afhes, but in counting the weeks, 
the days, the hours, when with propriety he 
might go back to town and offer himfelf to the 
acceptance of Clariffa, whofe’ lovely image ac- 
companied his imagination in all-its flights. 


It would be too much to’ fay he came, he 
faw, he conquered; yet he did’ come, he didi see, 
but: the conqueft’ remained: doubtful. 


By Sir Frederick and Lady Ifleworth his 
lordfhip was received as a bleffing leaft expected, 
and at a time the moft acceptable; not that’ he 


had opened the fiege' in form; however, it muft 
“be 
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be confefled, he was fet down before the citadel, 
with fuch an army of fighs, ogles, and attenti- 
ons, as to much /e/ critical obfervers would ful- 
ly have explained the nature of his vifits to Port- 
man Square. ; 


Clarifla herfelf was the laft to underftand what 
was his rea/ meaning ; but, when her mother pul. 
led the bandage from her eyes with which indiffe- 
rence had bound them—when fhe could no Jon- 
ger plead ignorance of Lord Clarence’s partia- 
lity, without calling in queftion the veracity of 
her parents, who a hundred times a day con- 
gratulated her on the certainty of an eftablith- 
ment, brilliant, even beyond their hopes—when 
fhe confidered their perfeverancé in any fcheme 
of aggrandizement, and the warmth of his lord- 
fhip’s purfuits, fhe trembled at her own fituati- 
on, and her heart fickened with fadnefs, notes 
ing on defpair. 


At the period when Arthur introduced Lady 
Ann Ifleworth to his family, poor Clarifla was 
deprived of the only real friend fhe could be faid 
ever to have poflefied. 


Mr. Cinch: affeCtion for his adopted daugh- 
ter continued lively and fervent as in the days of 
her childhood. On her part, though every one 
of 
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of her thoughts, or perhaps of her actions, as 
fhe failed down the ftream of diffipation, fignet- 
like, on the feathers of her mother fwan, may 
not have been fo irreproachable as to make her 
unfearful of his cenfure, lay them unrefervedly 
before him, yet there were few exceptions on 
which fhe did not confult his judgment and fol- 
low his counfel, particularly when beginning to 
fear the approaches of Lord Clarence. Ah! 
with what fpeed would fhe have flown to hufh 
her throbbing apprehenfions in his fatherly ten- 
dernefs, to have afked his advice, and to have 
followed his direétions, if an infuperable bar had 
not already arifen to feparate her from that one 
only but certain fource of. confolation. 


Mr. Curry’s vifits for many years were fre- 
quent and well received in Portman-{quare ; but, 
about fix months before death had releafed Lord 
Clarence from the pains and penalties of wed- 
Jock, it fo happened that the guardian father of 
Mifs [fleworth called at the houfe, when none 
of the family were very vifible but Clarifla her- 
felf. 


He found her languid, depreffed, debilitate?— 
the wreck of beauty, and the martyr .of diflipa- 
tion ! 


Looking 
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Looking at her with an air of tender compai- 
fion, he fhook his head, and afked the caufe of 
her faded complexion, her heavy eyes, and irri- 
tated nerves; for, as fhe prefented her hand to 
his touch, it feemed to tremble with. the palfy of 
four-fcore. : 


Clariffa candidly confefled, that in obeying 
the commands of her mother fhe had made a fa- 


' crifice of no lefs than her whole ftock of health 


and fpirits :”’ “I have not,” faid fhe, “ been in 
bed for many nights! I have not laid down my 
poor aching head on the pillow of reft before 
your hour of rifing.”’ 


He heard, he pitied, he loved, and he hoped 
to ferve her, by ufing his influence with Lady 
Ifleworth to eafé her daughter from fome of thofe 
labours with which pleafure taxes her votaries, 
when they mifufe her fervice, by making it a toil 
inftead of relaxation. | 


The good old gentleman deferred not his 
eclairciffement, but ferzed on the firft favourable 
opportunity to awaken the fears of Lady Ifle- 
worth for the /:fe of her daughter; a liberty fo 
much refented by this high-fpirited woman, that 
in defiance of intereft, gratitude, and all other 
obftacles, fhe forbade him to intermeddle in her 
family 
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family affairs—hinted, that, his future calls would 
be difpenfed with— and, on pain of her eternal 
difpleafure, commanded Clariffa never more to 
hold converfe with fo vulgar a cit, who, ought 
to confine himfelf to his counting-houfe, with- 
out prefuming to profane, by his eusward pre-~ 
fence, the elegant refinements, only calculated 
for the very firf?. clafles—people of birth and 
education! Which imperious interdi@tion was 
the death-blow of all that remained to Clariffa 
of real tranquillity: fhe wept—the intreated, 
but all to no purpofe. 


She would even have difregarded the mater- 
nal injunction as a lefler evil than renouncing 
the friend who had every claim to her filial ref- 
pect, and more than filial affection; but that 
friend loved her too fincerely to fanétion an act 
of difobedience, however amiable may be the 
fource from whence it originated. 


For her fake alone Mr. Curry made no fhew 
of the refentment which he could not dut feel, 
at an affront fo little confonant to what his con- 
fcious, upright, honeft heart had taught him to 
expect: all the notice he tcok of Lady Ifle- 
worth’s impertinence was to obey her orders, 
avoid her houfe; and, inftead of feeing his a 
vourite Clarifla, to content himfelf by thinking 
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of her, with now and then making fuch enqui- 
ries about her, from their common acquaintance, 
as oftener procured him pain than fatisfaction. 
No body could tell him that Mifs Ifeworth 
looked weil, ‘but every body could inform him 
fhe was, as ufual, to be feen with her mother, 
at all fafhionable places of public or private 
amufement. 


Such as I have juft related was the un- 
toward predicament in which ftood the two 
families of [fleworth and Curry, when, more 
from neceffity than choice, Sir Frederick was 
forced, by a derangement of his affairs, to make 
a firft advance towards a reconciliation. 


A worthy man will never relax in the laws 
of hofpitality, though it be an enemy: that feeks 
the fhelter of his roof. Mr. Curry on this {core 
received the Baronet with politenefs. 


Yet would he not confent to relinquifh the 
truft repofed in him by the father of Lady Ifle- 
worth, becaufe: fuch. a.compliance i!] afforted 
with his notions of: rectitude: he alfo agreed 
to become the purchafer of his Weftmoreland 
eftate,-at an advanced price, and, as we have 
already faid, paid down a thoufand pounds depo- 
fit-money, on a fecond vifit from Sir Frederick 
to 
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to announce the deceafe of his aunt Lady Brid- 
get ;. yet, among{t many proofs of civility, nay, 
kindnefs, with which he difmiffed his old ac- 
quaintance but new gueft, he did not condefcend 
to accept a very prefling invitation to renew his 
vifits in Portman-fquare. 


Speaking, as above, of the thoufand pounds, 
puts me in mind, that it is time we fhould now 
go back to the breakfaft-room, and fee how the 
diflatisfied party difpofed of themfelves for the 
reft of the morning; I mean to be underftood 
from the hours of three to fix, the more early 
ones being entered on night’s calendar, by fuch 
people of ton who are at the pains to calculate 
time or feafons. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Louapy ISLEWORTH arofe in great ftate 
from the arm-chair next the fire, in which fhe 
had been feated, becaufe Lady Anne had previ- 
oufly refufed to fill it, faying, with a laugh, as 
Sir Frederick was handing her to the poft of ho- 
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nour, *¢ that fhe was not yet intitled to have the 
eafe of her fituation fo particularly confulted.” 

“ Ring the bell, Clariffa,” faid her mother, as 
fhe ftepped forwards to take a furvey of her per- 
fon in the glafs. 


The bell was rung—a fervant entered, and 
her coach was ordered. 


« J fhall leave Arthur and Clarifla to amufe 
you, my dear Lady Anne,” continued fhe, ad- 
dreffing herfelf to the bride, “* whilft I go amongft 
my friends to announce our felicity, and to my 
trades-people, to provide for your accommoda- 
tion.”” 


“ Oh, heavens!” exclaimed Lady Ann, “ be 
wn merciful and take us with you! I have all poffi- 
ry | ble friendfhip for my fifter Clary; but, to be Jefe 
it behind with ov/y her and one’s hufband, the idea 
is infupportable ! How ridiculous Arthur and I 
fhould feel ourfelves, if Mifs Ifleworth happens 
to be called away in your abfence, and we left 
alone to all the miferies of a tete-a-tete! No, 
Madam, you cannot intend to be fo inhuman.” 


“© You need not difturb my mother’s plans on 


that account,” replied Arthur, “ for in half an 
hour 
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hour I fhall be off for Nemwarket, where I 
ought tohave teen many days ago :—you ftopped 
my courfe once, but I’ll be d—d if any female in 
Britain fhall ever again play me the fame trick.”* 


“ Well, go your own way, incorrigible 
Orfon,” {aid her lively ladyfhip, “and if you do 
but make your pilgrimage decently Jong, I might 
poflibly be glad to fee you again when you come 
back.” 3 


« As you pleafe,” cried he, Good bye;” and 
ran out of the room, whilft his father followed ; 
and, overtaking him in the hall, defired to ex- 
change a few words with him in private. Arthur 
did not much like the reftraint thus laid on his 
fpeed; he fubmitted with an ill grace ; they ad- 
journed together, and Sir Frederick opened the 
bufinefs. 


“J fear, Sir, you have made a bad hand of it,” 
faid he, “in taking the daughter of Lord Ben- 
vour without the confent of her father, who 1] 
know to be a curfed obftinate fellow.”* 


“© | fear fo too,” replied the fon, “ and if there 
was any cure in repentance for the fin of matri- 
mony, I fhould certainly adopt it. But, Sir, 
give me leave now to purfue my more agreeable 
engagements: Lord urfover and Jack Bypoft 
wait 
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wait forme at ‘Tatterfall’s: the curfed matter 
you would {peak upon will takeup more time than 
I can {pare. I have bets depending to the tune 
of a thoufand, and I fhall “ thrown out of my 
chance if I delay my journey.” 


“ Neceffity has no law ? obferved the Baronet, 

“ga then, and may fortune fpeed the plough! If 
you are fuceefsful, I charge you fend me by ex- 

prefs five bie les pounds, which I have imme- 

Sate need for, to get out of the damn’deft ferape 
lever experienced,” 


S Depend on me, fin my power,” faid Arthur, 
and of he went; whilft Sir Frederick returned 
to take up his hat, intending to make a third vifit 
to Curry; but on fo mortifying an errand, that 
had it been in his owneleétion, he would rather 
have gone a hundred miles any other way. He 
met, as he was going back, Lady Ann, dragging 
Clariffa v. rds the billiard-room, who had reluc- 
tantly confented to divert her ladyfhip, in the ab- 
fence of her mother, with agame which fe did 
not underitand, but on which her fifter protefted 
fhe doted to diftraction. 


Arthur, being once got clear of his father’s 
houfe, little imagined that any other impediment 


would be thrown in the path of his appointment. 
Yet 
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Yetan impediment did ftart up, which, with all his 
ftrength, he could not have jumped over, but that 
he had, juft before repleniined his famifhed purfe 
with all that hecould be certain to touch of Lord 


Benvour’s enviable riches. 


Lady Ann had received from ger father’s ftew- 
ard the half of her yearly ftipend, which amounted 
to two hundred and fifty guineas, the day preced- 
ing her clopement; and, pofiefled of this fum, 
together with a few valuable jewels, fhe turned 
her back upon the Wilderne/s. The odd hity 
was fcattered in making their way to and from 
Gretna Green, Mr.-Ifleworth having indifferent- 
ly provided himfelf with the poffibles for fach an 
expedition. ‘The round two hundred fortunately 
remained, and were ftill more fortunately repofing 

“in the pocket of Arthur, when the fure hand of 
law fell upon his fhoulder, within fight of the 


houfe he had juft quitted. 


In plainer terms, he was arrefted upon an 
action which warranted every fpecies of feverity, 
having contracted a debt of ninety-five pounds 
for a diamond-ring, in his minority, which debt, 
though mafter of fome hundreds on coming of 
age, he manfully refufed to pay. 


Right 
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Right or wrong, the exafperated tradefinan 
determined to lay hold of him; and the event 
fhewed how well he judged the matter; for 
Arthur, who would have knocked the officer 
down, if he could have turned his time to no 
better account, thus attacked in the midft of his 
prefiing engagements, not only paid the bill, but 
gave the fellow ten pieces of gold to divide be- 
tween himfelf and the coft of the fuit; after which 
he happily joined his two friends at Tatterfall’s, 
took a whet of brandy, drank confufion to law- 
makers and law-executioners, curfed their 
grooins for faults they had not committed, and, 
in high fpirits gallopped towards Newmarket, 
where, if a man pays but at the rate of twenty- 
thillings for every pound of fleth his racers carry 
on their bones, that man is better off than his 
neighbours, 


Sir Frederick Ifleworth, without once lifting 
his eyes above the pavement, in his long’ walk 
from Portman-fquare to New Bond-ftreet, might, 
in the moments ‘of his peregrination, have been 
miftaken for a man of refieétion : indeed, if he ever 
thought in his whole life, this was certainly the 
feafon for thinking. 


A thoufand pounds to refund! and only half 
that fum out of which it could be refunded !—. 


what 
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what to do, and what to fay, afforded him, in a 
poetical phrafe, “ food for contemplation, even 
to madnefs.”’ 


Buried in.a fleep-like reverie, he did not fee 
many of his acquaintance who met or pafled him, 
neither did his ploding pace or ftudious features 
ferve as a herald to proclaim himvaman of plea- 
fure, one perfon only could diftinguifh that cha- 
racter through all its difguifes.. 


“Tt is furely him!—it is furely him!” ex- 
claimed a fine looking woman, with a footman 
walking, behind her at a refpectful diftance, on: 
the oppofite fide of the ftreet, to which Sir Fre- 
derick: was croffing—then paufed, and again. 
cried out, “ Yes,. I {wear it is Sir Frederick him- 
felf!”” 


Had any accents but thofe of Mrs. Saug an- 
nounced him, in. his hafte to get forward, he 
might not have honoured the exclamation with 
any degree of attention; but, roufed by the well- 
known dulcet voice of his fyren, what he thought 
the moft happy idea his wifdom-ever engendered, 
made him fpring almoft into her: arms, begging 
to know, with undefcribable- agitation, whether 
fie had. difpofed of the money he had fupplied her 
with the day before ? 
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| “To be fure T have!” replied the lady, fome- 
| what ftartled, “ but why do you enquire ?” 


“ Only, my dear creature! if you could grant 
me theloan of it, yu/? for eight and forty hours, 
you willdome a very fingular fervice.’” 


«“ And myfelf fingular pleafure,”” replied the 
fprightly dame, recovering from her furprife, “if 
st was in my power; but, pray remember, that 
my hufband’s neceffities is a finking-fund, that 
fwallows up all the riches / can gather together.”’ 


The difappointed lover curfed al/ hufbands, 
but—her’s in particular. However, as no time 
was now to be wafted on barren fubjects, they 
made an affignation to meet again in two days, and 
feparated. 


CHAP, XIV. 


ARRANGEMENT. 


Ir would be difficult to defcribe what were the 
feelings of Sir Frederick as he approached the 
merchant’s door; they were fuch as can be only 


underftood 
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underftood by a proud man, who, in ftrugeling 
with proverty, lofes what is more valuable to him 
than life itfelf, zs confequence, zs hauteur, his 
importance ! or, to fpeak allegorically, one who is 
forced to lay down his coftly robe of oftentation, 
and to cloath himfelfin the plain garb of humility. 


The knocker trembled in his hand—the door 
opened—Mr. Curry was at- home—and he fol- 
lowed the fervant into the prefence of his mafter, 
who got up to receive him, with fo much cordia- 
lity in his manner, fo much benevolence in his 
countenance, that the Baronet began to take cou- 
rage; and the hearty fhake of his hand, which 
gave him the welcome he had reafon to defpair of, 
‘was returned with equal warmth, if not equal fin- 
cerity. 


“¢]T thank you,” faid the merchant, as‘ foon 
as they were feated, “for this early vifit: “\'fee 
you fine gentlemen can be punétual when bufi- 
nefs is to be fettled. I have appointed my law- 
yer to meet you here in half an hour; our: bar- 
gain will foon be completed ; after which we will 
go to the bank, where I will make a transfer to 
you of the fum agreed on for your Weftmore- 
You are filent, 


3 


land eftate. continued he, 
“ perhaps you repent of your bargain? If tuat 


{fhould 
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fhould be the cafe I fhall, not infift oa you ful- 
filling it.” 


Sir Frederick was filent, for no other reafon 
than that he did not know what to fay. The 
offer of letting him off reftored him to fpeech; he 
ftarted up—ftood with his back to the fire— 
looked down on his buckles—took out his {nuff 
box--and, as he opened the lid, he opened his 
mouth alfo. 


“© My dear Sir,”’—-he lifted his hand to his 
nofe— this is execrable fnuff! I have done 
myfelf the honer, my dear Sir, to attend your 
levee this morning, on the moft deteftable occa- 
fion you can poffibly imagine! Itam fhocked to 
tell you, that our agreement muff diffolve, not 
from any Caprice of my own,’’—fuppreffing an 
5 oath, “no, my very good friend, I was but too 
ie i happy in your generous proceedings; but a fatal 
t accident has happened fince I faw you laft, that 
makes it impoffible for me ‘to profit by them,” 


Here he was interrupted—Mr. Curry felt him- 
felf alarmed leaft his favourite Clariffa might 
fome how or other be involved in the accident 
Sir Frederick feemed fo truly to lament, and 
afked him eagerly if Mifs Ieworth was well? 


He 
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He flightly anfwered, ‘* Yes, very well ;’’ and 
proceeded to explain the refurrection of Lady 
Bridget, treating the fubje€&t with more forrow 
than he would have beftowed on the memory of 
his wife and children, had the fword or peftilence 
{wept them all away from the face of the earth; 
but when, with mortified looks, and almoft with 
tears of contrition, he revealed his incapacity to 
repay the thoufand pounds advanced in part of 
the purchafe, this was the remarkable anfwer he 
received from the blunt_but noble minded- mer- 

chant. 


“ Sir Frederick, you are not only welcome to 
the money you have fpent, but alfo to a fecond 
thoufand, on no other fecurity than your own 
note, if fuch aloan will be ferviceable to you.” 


“ Do I conftrue you right, my good Sir ’!’ cried 
the aftonifhed Sir Frederick, “ is it poffible, my 
dear Mr: Curry, that you fhould certainly in- 
tend me fo capital an obligation!—a favour fo 
much above my hopes, my expectations, my 
deferts !”” He might have continued longer in 
the fame ftrain, if my good, fir, my dear Mr. 
Curry, had not laid an embargo on the fluency 
of his expreffions, by again declaring it was his 
full intent and meaning to accommodate him with 
the 
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the {um fpecified.—“ But,” added he, “I do net 
tell you that I fhall advance it unconditionally.” 


-¢T underftand you,” faid the Baronet, my fon 
feall join in the fecurity. 


« T have already told you, Sir Frederick,” 
he replied, “ that I will accept mo other fecurity 
than your ow note. But we men of bufinefs 
never part with our money unlefs for intereft or 
premium :—intere/? I relinquith, premium I ex- 


pect.” 


“ Take it then, for thou art an honeft fel- 
low !’? cried out the delighted Baronet; “ keep 
back half; give me another five hundred, and I 
will acknowledge myfelf your debtor for two 
‘thoufand! And now, my dear friend, let us 
clofe the bargain this moment, that I may carry 
the money to Lady Ifleworth, who tells me twen- 
ty times a day that fhe is in want of a thoufand 
neceffaries.” 


“ Sir, you. mifcomprehend me,” faid the mer- 
chant, calmly, “I have indeed fignified my ex- 
pectation of a premium, but it muft be ef my 
own naming; and Ifhall tell you before hand, 
I fhall afk what is of more value than the two 
thoufand 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 87 


thoufand pounds I am ready to lend you, ten 
times counted over.” 


Sir Frederick ftarted, and again applied to 
his f{nuff-box, faying coldly, and in a tone of 
difpleafure, “I profefs, AZi/er Curry, t do not 
underftand you.” 


“ Then Sir,” he replied, “ give me your ‘at- 
tention for ten minutes, and I hope to explain 


> 


myfelf to your fatisfaction.’ Sir Frederick bow- 


ed /fately, and the merchant proceeded. 


The tale he told would have interefted any 
other hearer; dut Sir Frederick liftened. per 
force, and betrayed no fympton of animation till 
it was brought to a conclufion; except that 
turning his face in difguft to the fire, and biting 
his nails almoft to the quick, he fometimes ut- 
tered a hafty farcafm on men who did not know 
their own minds, anda damn on his own in- 
volvements, which made him fubfervient to their 
changes. But thefe founds of difcontent being 
only the birth of a whifper, they afcended the 
chimney, without touching upon the ear of Mr. 
Curry, whofe tale, for brevity’s fake, I fhall 
take leave to curtail. 


C TAP, 
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CHAP, xy. 
ALL 18 WELL YHAT ENDS WELL 


Uy 

Tue merchant informed Sir Frederick, that 
he had a fifter lately arrived from India, the 
widow of an officer, a man of rank, who for 
many years enjoyed the firft’ command at Ben- 
gal ;—that the death of her hufband having bro- 
ken the ties which held her from her native 
land, fhe was come back to her family, with a- 
fad heart and fhattered conftitution.- 


«JT will no longer,” added he, “ hold out the 
language of an ufurer ; 7f you do me the honour 
to accept a favour, I fhall do myfelf the plea- 
fure to folicit one of far greater confequence— 
the company of Mifs Ifleworth for a few weeks, 
or as long a time as you can confent to part with 
her, I am moft ambitious to obtain for the belo- 
ved fifter of whom I have been fpeaking, and 
to whom I never fhall be able to prefent a gift 
fe precious as fuch a companion, who will have 


the goodnefs to forward the recovery of her 
health, 
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health, cherifh its firft dawn, and footh her for- , 
rows.” 


“ And is this really ai that you require of 
me!” faid Sir Frederick, brightening into rap- 
ture. “ Why, at this rate, my good friend, 
you make me doubly your debtor, Clariffa 
fhall attend your fifter either in town or coun- 
try, as foon as fhe is ready to receive her; but 
how long fhe may continue her gueft it is not 
in my power to fay—that depends on circum- 
f{tances; we have a brilliant eftablifhment in 
view for her, the event of which muft deter- 
mine the length of her vifit.” 


Afterwards the converfation was lengthened 
by Sir Frederick’s giving Mr. Curry the hifto- 
ry of Arthur’s marriage, and explaining the na- 
ture of his views for Clarifla; which being end- 
ed, they parted, with much good humour on 
one fide, and much joy on the other, the mer- 
chant having prefented the Baronet with the fe- 
cond bank note. Confonant to his plans, and 
fuppreffing his own impatience, he confented al- 
fo not to call upon him for the performance of 
his promife, till Lady Ifeworth had given her- 
felf a ball, and Lord Clarence an opportunity to 
declare himfelf the lover of Clariffa, which, Mr. 
Curry archly obferved, would be killing two 


birds 
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birds with one ftone. I hardly know how to 
fay whether he did or did not. with fuccefs to the 
latter part of this family enterprife; for, though 
It was very certain he was. warm! y interefted 
in the happy eftablifhment of Mifs Iflewerth, 
yet it is altogether @s certain that he had no 
particular predilection in. favour ef nobility by 
the /uwmp, nor, did he think a peer better or wi- 
fer than another man, wx/efs the benevolence of 
his heart, avd the prudence of his a€tions, deci+ 
dedly gave him the precedence. 


Sir Frederick, lightly meafuring his fteps 
homeward, called his thoughts to council on a 
very important queftion, whether it would be wi- 
feft, difcreeteft, beft, to let Lady Mleworth into 
the tranfaction of the morning ? or, by fmothering 
the whole affair, keep pofleffion of his newly ac- 
quired wealth, without being forced to divide it 
on the fcore of domeftic exigencies? If he bu- 
ricd in his own breaft the. good-natured genero- 
fity of Curry, there could be no opening for 
him to divulge /zs part of the agreement, or to 
obtain the confent of her ladyfhip that Clarifla 
fhould make good his engagement, which, when 
difclofed, he apprehended would raife /ome trou- 
blefome altercation; and, if he was a coward on 
the occafion, moft married men will be able to 
enter 
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enter experimentally into the nature of his ti- 


midity. 


He paufed—he reafoned—he ruminated ; at 
length, remembering that he had ah evenihg 
appointment for high play, his wavering judg~ 
ment fettled into fomething like decifion ; and 
he refolved not entirely to conceal his good for- 
tune, but fo far to temporize with it, aS tO ac- 
knowledge her guardian’s politenefs in not de- 
manding that half of the depofit-money already 
{pent; and this he thought a fufficient commu- 
nication to obtain her concurrence with his 
plans, efpecially as they have been arranged fo 
cautioufly, that Clariffa’s rufticating would by 
no means interfere with their defigns upon Lord 
Clarence; “ for,” faid he, as he purfued his 
way, talking to himfelf, as men of pleafure 
fometimes will do,—‘ for,” faid he, “if Lord 
Clarence does not lay hold of the opportunity 
we give him to {peak ext, he has no ferious mind 
to the girl; and if he dees declare himfelf, he 
may vifit her in any other place as well as in 


Portman-fquare.”’ 


This was his laft determination, and his laft 
expreffion, as he ftopped at his. own door, juft 
in time to offer his hand to Lady Iffeworth, who 
was. 
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was at that moment ftepping out of her car- 
riage. 


And here I alfo ftop to apologife for having 
fent Arthur to Newmarket, the young ladies to 
the billiard-table, and attending Sir Frederick 
to the city, without having yet endeavoured to 
trace her ladyfhip’s wheels through the various 
circumvolutions, with this only excufe to offer 
for fo palpable an omiffion, mamely, that I never 
in my life had a capacity to do or fay more than 
one thing ata time: but.as diligence is in fome 
cafes a remedy for negle&t, I fhall now purfue, 
and try to overtake, the firaggling moments 
that have efcaped me. 


Lady Mleworth began this eventful morning 
at the wrong end of bufinefs. The firft call 
a fhe made was at Mr. Mayo’s the upholfterer, 
| where fhe gave orders for a fuit of filk damafk 
hangings, ftate-bed, and as many other little 
neceflaries, for the accommodation of Lady Ann, 
as, when entered on that fafhionable tradefman’s 
book, would have cut a dafhing figure; to which 
fort of dafh her ladyfhip was fo far from raifing 
objections, that it was never her cuftom to afk 
the price of any thing, but to order every thing ; 
“ fuch fcrutinies,” fhe would cbferve, “ became 
only 
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only the vulgar, and, when adopted by genteel 
people, brought them nearly on a level.” 


With a million of charges to have her newly 
purchafed articles fent home as expeditioufly as 
poffible, fhe was tripping through the fhop, 
when her attention being fuddenly arrefted by a 
curious chair, which fhe had not taken notice of 
before, fhe turned back to give it a fecond look, 
when a fcreen of equal beauty divided her ad- 
miration: the temptation was not to be refift- 
ed; the chairs would be wanted at her grand ga- 
la—the fcreens were divine, and fhe could not 
do without them ; of courfe they were added to 
her lift of neceffaries. 


The heads of her horfes were now turned to» 
wards the city; but in her way to Parker’s, in 
Fleet-ftreet, fhe ftopped at many other fhops; 
and, as far as one can be faid to buy without 
laying out money, fhe bought filks, flowers, 
and feathers, to a large amount. 


The laft object that hung itfelf out to catch 
her notice was fufpended from a pawn-broker’s 
window—it was a watch and chain ftudded with 
diamonds. ‘ Ah!’ cried fhe, ‘* what a fweet 
prefent for Lady Ann!” Her eyes fparkled 
with the pleafant idea ;—fhe pulled the check, 
and 


Je BRS TEESE Seg IP ren a* 
¢ 
$i 


94 FASH{LONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


and fent one of her tall footmen (for fhe had 
two behind her carriage) to bring the man and 
the watch that moment before her. 


A little figure, more like a weafel than a man, 
obeyed the fummons. She eagerly caught the 
trinket from his fhaking hand, put it in her poc- 
ket, and, bidding the fervant give him a card of 
dire€tion, ordered herfelf to be conveyed to Par- 
ker’s. 


The dimunitive feller of fecond-hand finery, 
gafping with agony for the fate of his toy, de- 
manded to. have it returned, or immediate pay- 
ment of one hundred guineas, which was the 
price affixed to it on a {crap of paper, but which 
had pafled by her Jadyfhip’s obfervations, 


Finding the trader would have the watch or 
the. money, fhe gave him back the former, the 
latter not being in her poffeffion, and with an 
air of fovereign contempt, bad him learn how 
to treat people of guality, who condefcended to 
{top at his little dirty den of a fhop. The man 
only griiwed a reply, and carried off the diputed 
prize in triumph, 


It may tire a reader’s patience, were we to 
detain him at every door where it was the plea- 
fure 
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fure of Lady Mleworth either to get.out of her 
coach or to give her directions from within. We 
will therefore content ourfelves with merely fay- 
ing, that her ladyfhip remained fo long as Par- 
ker’s in chufing luftres for her ball-room, that 
when fhe came home and was met at the door 
by Sir Frederick, the firft bell had given notice 
that a dinner was provided, which, a// things 
confidered, is not to be fet down as one of thofe 
common occurrences which daily happen in. fa- 
milies of irregularity. 


CHAP. XVI. 
A NEW CHARACTER, 


Loorp CLARENCE, the only gueft invi- 
ted to their table on this memorable day, rufhed 
out of his chariot, ten minutes after Sir Frede- 
rick with the three ladies had fat down at ta- 
ble—was prefented to the dride—paid his com- 
pliments to every body—particularized nobody— 
and, with the familiar well-bred eafe of fathion, 

/ threw 


* ‘at 


g6 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS:; 


threw himfelf into a chair, purpofely placed by 
the fide of Mifs Ifleworth. 


Clariffa turned pale or red at every infignifi- 
cant fentence which, in the courfe of a general 
converfation, he undefignedly addrefled to her- 
felf; but whether thefe fudden variations of 
countenance proceeded from approbation or dif- 
guft, is a fecret that will be difclofed in the 
future pages of this hiftory. 


Lord Clarence,was tall, thin, and far from 
being inelegant—his features not bad, and his 
countenance expreffive; but that expreffion had 
more in it of pride, than paffions of any kind, 
particularly of the tender fort; yet his heart 
was really occafionally fufceptible of the fofteft, 
though not of the moft Jafing impreffions ;— 
his manners were unexceptionable, at leaft they 
were univerfally pleafing ; as, with much flu- 
dy, he had obtained the exclufive privilege of 
adapting them to all conditions of man, but 
more efpecially of womankind :—his general 
character may be comprifed in two fhort fen- 
tences—by his own fex he was called a damn’d 
knowing fellow for a lord; and by the other, 
-a dear dangerous creature, with whom it was 
more fafe to truft their pur/es than their Aearts. 


His 
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His Lordthip, enquiring for his friend Ar- 
thur, and } being told that a few hours before he 
had taken a trip to Newmarket, his large black 
penetrating eyes caft a fide-long glance at Lady 
Ann, as if for the firft time he had thought it 
worth his while to take a furvey of her preten- 
fions to beauty. No, glance, however fide-long, 
could pafs unnoticed by the perfon to whom it 
was direCted, Yoo much a woman of ten to be 
troubled with any thing like mauvatfe honte, fhe 
caught at the filent-expreffion, and explained it 
meaning, by afking him, “.when he was a mar= 
vied man, whether he liked to be faftened to. his 
wife’s fide like a watch chain?” 


His Lordthip, who perhaps was thinking of 
fomething elfe, ftarted) and even coloured, at 
the abruptnefs of her queftion; but, as the reply 
was not feafoned with an equal quantity of attic 
felt, we thall not force it on the palateyof our 
readers, 


Clariffa engrofled more of the noble vifitor’s 
attention than fhe feemed to defire, or would 
have received with her ufual politenefs, had not 
the looks of her father and ara which per. 


petuallyfcrutinized the leaft. of he r motions, 
Kept her in aw * fubmiffion; the i fich 


was fupprefled, and the tear that Arup 
we 
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Pry 


, her 
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her eye was forbidden to flow; yet, through 
the thickeft covering fhe could throw over her 
feelings, a common obferver might have read 
this infcription on her countenance—J¥y heart 


zs not at eafe. 


-Lady Ann certainly was not over and above 
delighted with the vifible preference given to 
her fifter-in-law, and contrived to make herfelf 
very pleafant, and the object of her envy very 
unpleafant, by turning them both into ridicule, 
declaring, that if Arthur Ifleworth had. ever 
fhewn a marked preference to her in public, or 
even in a private circle, fhe fhould have hated 
him—ending with a broad laugh at thofe pru- 
difh girls (glancing at Clarifla) who fet up to 
receive their lovers with all the formality of a 
{chool-miftrefs, and all the infenfibility of an 
automaton. 


Sir Frederick tried to give theon verfation 
another turn—talked of the prefent war—of 
the laft new opera—of horfe-racing—and the 
bench of bifhops. 


Lady Ifleworth, {till paying the greateft defe- 
rence to her daughter-in-law, but fearing my 
Lord might be difpleafed with her flippancy, vo- 
lunteered in the fervice of dividing his attenti- 
on, 
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on, and ftunned her hearers with a confuled 
medley of the fatigues of fhopping—the imper- 
tinent delays of trades people—the careleflnefs 
of coachmen—the ftupidity of footmen—of her 
own indefatigable labours—of her own See fi 
fes—of her own clevernefs—and, lait of all, 

her own intended ball; which very tei 
put it into the head of Lord Clarence to remind 
Clariffla fhe had promifed to be his partner, ad- 
ding fomething very tender, but in fo low a 
whifper as made it optional whether fhe would 
or would not make any /erious ule of his profef- 
fions ; and fhe chofe the latter, pretending not 


to have heard them. 


When the ladies withdrew after dinner, 
Ifleworth, recollecting that fhe had not feen her 
two little fifters for the whole day; ran up to 
the nurfery, and, in her abfence, gave an op- 
portunity to her mother of difplaying a great 
deal of eloquence at her expence. 


Bitterly did fhe complain to Lady Ann of 
Clariffa’s late change in perfon, manners,~and 
humour ; her vehemence alone might have con- 
vinced even a deaf obferver how little fhe was 
fatisied. Lady Ann wanted neither ears, eyes, 
or relith, for fuch fpirited railings, when lavith- 
e onarival beauty, ora dear friend, the con- 

Bie rerrient 
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venient appe.lation for young ladies who love by 
profeffion and hate by inffiné?. Every fault im- 


puted to the favorite of Lord. Clarence, acted 
upon the difeafed mind of Lady Ann, like Brif- 


tol milk on a confumptive habit of body. 


« [can in no manner account for fo extraor- 
dinary a revolution,” cried Lady Ifleworth, “ it 
is abfolute witchcraft! Did you ever fee acom- 
plexion fo faded? Her fkin was once remarka- 
bly white, and fee! whet is it now but chalk ? 
——abfolute chalk! Then her perfon—-do but 
look at her perfon! fix months ago fhe was 
juft fuch a figure as myfelf, but there is mow no 
reftige of grace rem jaining !_ Would you be- 
ieve, Lady Ann, that, with all the authority 
of a io Iam not able to make her drefs 
like other people! or will fhe be perfuaded to 
put on rouge !-—it is impoflible to give you any 
idea of her obftinacy.” 

“ Tt is impoftble,” replied the other, fhrug- 


a’e 


o her fhoulders, “ that any hints from your 


— 
—) 
a 


lad yihiy p fhould make me wifer than T. am, att 
know Clary 1s Gubborn—and I am-fure fhe is 


in love!” 


«In love!” then it muft be with my Lord 


(Clarence. 
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« With Lord Clarence! no, I will be fworn 
the has no partiality for his lordfhip.” 

“ Nay, Lady Ann, it can-be with no body 
elfe, as ihe Auows Sir Frederick and I are deter- 


mined ine fhall marry him.” 


Po ey a a 1a) OUrRT wel rrinn rainy 
‘©’ Lord! my dear Lady Ifleworth, what ca: 


1 
L ; 4 } 1: 2 eee f et 
that fignify? Remember, I foretold that fhe will 
eta eas bane end Larne) £ 5} es S I, } 
reject the hufband of your choice, and take the 


than of her own,’ 


The lovely fubject of this chit chat moment 
hand a pret 
ty little girl, who for the fift time were pre- 
fented to Lady Ann, and gracioufly received; 
fhe not only faluted them very kindly, but alfo 
‘paid them the particular compliment of faying 
fhe hated al! children but themfelves. Their 
mother, too, condefcended to bid them hold up 
their heads; and, telling them, when their: el-. 
der fitters had got hutbands it would be their 
turn next, fent. them back:to their nurfery. 


came into the room, leading in: each 


Mean time the father of Clariffay; and his no- 
ble gueft, being left alone, the former puthed 
about the bottle, as one man will do | by another 
ts any defigns are formed againft. his purfé or 

iS underftanding. 


Sir 
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Sir Frederick had watched the peer’s looks, 
and faw his eyes following the fteps of his daugh- 
ter, as fhe Jeft the room, with a mixture of ten- 
dernefs and energy, that gave caufe to hope the 
prefent opportunity would be as well. as another 
to bring him to the deftined confeffion; with 
which view he filled bumper after bumper, un- 
til he thought his lordfhip in a proper cue for 


n 


founding. 

“ Come, my Lord,” faid he, in a jocofe tone, 
« | will give you a /entiment, which I am per- 
fuaded no widower in Britain would refufe to 
pledge ;’—he drew towards him a larger glafs 
than he had ufed before, which he made to run 
over, and, taking hold of Clarence’s hand, he 
drank—-“ Let all the fingle be married, and let 
ali the married be happy!” 


« An excellent toaft !”? cried his lordfhip, “ I 
double your libation!” and at one draught {wal- 
lowed down a pint bumper of Madeira. 

All might have done well, had: the Baronet’s 
{cheme on the fenfes of his paffive gueft ended 
here; but in ftriving to captivate them 77 toto, 
he: furrendered his own. They were.ditferent- 
ly affected, yet both too much crippled to en- 
ter the walk of bufinefs. Sir Frederick became 
capricious 
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capricious without meaning-—the noble Peer, 


filent, without defign: the former flaggered 


with notes in his pocket for fifteen ht 
pounds, to make fomething or nothing Ot them, 


at a noted gaming-houfe ;—the latter found his 
4% Mae 2 
he fide 


- els } . - 3 a pe ae fa 
way to the drawing-room, fat down by the 


of Clarifla, and fell afleep. 


If he was not before exceedingly defireable in 
the eyes of his miftrefs, his prefent ridiculous 
fituation did not ferve to render him more amia- 
‘ble. But fo unlike to each other are the minds 
of women, that the fame fcene which di fguited 
Mifs Ifleworth dshehied her mother and Lady 
Ann, who played a hundred tricks to roufe him 
from his ftupor. Clarifla took no part in their 
amufement. Her mother would not permit her 
to retire, as‘fhe wifhed to have done; therefore 
fhe withdrew to a diftant corner of the room, 
entertained herfelf with a book, and left-them 
to purfue their frolicks on the inanimate corps of 


poor Lord Clarence 


Some of the many remedies they ufed to ref- 
tore his fenfes at laft took effect; he awaked in 
confusion not to be defcribed—ftammered out 
an apology—reeled towards Clarifla, and, againit 

all poffible refiftance, imprinted onsher fair hand 
the 
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the feverifh kis of inebriety—then vanithed out 
of the room, to which he returned no more. 


rer: 


CHAP. XVI 


WHICH HAS NOTHING TO DO WIFH THE 
TITLE. OF THIS BOOK. 


Me. CURRY hada country-houfe on En- 
field Chafe, to which he had taken his fifter on 


her arrival from India, not more for the benefit 
of air, than to afford her that fort of agreeable 


folitude a rational woman, who has pafled her 
grand climacteric, will always prefer to bufy 
fcenes of irrational difipation. 


Mrs. St. Edmonds was one of the few wo- 
men who come under the defcription of rational: 
fhe diftinguifhed real from counterfeit enjoy- 
ments, therefore chofe the fubftance and reje@- 
ed the fhadow. She had been an excellent 
daughter—filter—-wife, in defiance of the keen 
taunts with which fafhion will ever ridicule thofe 
duties it does not fanction. 


On the day of General St. Edmonds’s death, 
the thirtieth year of their happy union was fully 
completed ;, twenty they had pafled together in 


the 
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the dominions of their prince, within the boun- 
daries of Europe--=the other ten was {till devo- 
ted to the military fervice, butin another quar- 
ter of the globe, and with. unabated ardour. 
Mrs. St. Edmonds aecompanied her hufband to 
Bengal, where his martial glory, and the mild- 
nefs of his adminiftration, will raife to his me- 
mory, in that country, a lafting monument of his 
valor, mercy, and juftice: nor will it ever be 
forgotten by the inhabitants, that the brighteft 
example of every female virtue was given them, 
in the irreproachable conduct of the beloved wife 
of their beloved governor, 


To the refidence of this lady Mr. Curry di- 

rected his fteps, or rather the fteps of his horfes, 
as foon as the laft conference between him and 
Sir Frederick Ifleworth was brought to a con- 
clufion; and how much it ended to the fatisfac- 
tion of both parties has already been related. 


It was almoft dark before he got to Enfield. - 
His: fitter, who expected and had waited dinne 
for him, began tobe uneafy that he was not yet 
come: her imagination had been bufy in form- 
ing a thoufand accidents that might have befallen 
him; and the inftant he ftood before her fhe 
chid him, but with afweetnefs peculiar to her- 
felf, for having fo long made her fuffer all the 
pains and penalties that fear, united to fancy, 
could invent for her torment, 


iE a before 
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Before he would enter on his defence, he defir- 
ed dinner might be ferved, after which , there 
would be time fufficient, he faid, to fatisfy all her 
inquiries. 


A téte-a-téte is generally fligmatized by the 
appellation of ftupid; and when made up of two 
lovers, who have Joved long enough to love them- 

felves out of love—sr two fools, who are chain- 
ed together by neceflity—or two perfons who call 
themfelves friends, yet fpend the hours which 
fhould be dedicated to the open franknefs of 
friendfhip in fufpeGling each other, in locking up 
their thoughts, as they would do their riches, if 
a thief was at the door; in any or all fuch fitua- 
tions, the term ffupid is but a poor epithet to ex- 
seh ‘is apathy, folly, or wickednefs, of which 


e 


v } 44 ~ Ai oxy 2 } 
fuch téte-a-tétes are Compoicd. 


On the other hand, though fuch inftances are 
| 


to be produced, does it follow that two people, 
whofe fouls o verfow Ww vith affecti ion, and whofe 


low, I ae that they fhould grow tired of one 
another’s fociety, merely becaufe there is nota 
third perfon to liften to, or to join in their con- 
verfation? As well may we quarrel with nature, 
and fay we cannot ufe our hands or our feet, 
becaufe we had but two ofa fort, and think three 
would have done better. If there are fuch dif- 
contented mortals, the amiable brother and fifter 
of 
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of whom I am {peaking were certainly out. of the 
itumber, as they would not have thought their 
deftiny unpleafant, had they been condemned to 
feafta moiety of their hours on the food of their 
own eloquence, feafoned with that-fraternal ten- 
derne{s which gives a zeft to all domeftic-enter- 


tainments. 


« Well, now, my dear Elizabeth,” faid: Mr. 
Curry, the cloth being frft removed, ‘¢ I will tell 
you what. the bufinefs was that detained me. fo 


ldte in Londom.’”’ 


‘© Oh! pray do,” fhe replied, “ for there is 
fomething fo myfterioufly pleafant in your coun= 
tenance, that I can affure you my curiofity was 


infinitely greater than my appetite.” 


hen, perhaps,” returned be, .‘¢ you have 
cuefled that you are in: part the caufe of 


“a 
Cal 
Ou 
~<t 


«“ Me. brother, the caufe!” repeated Mrs. 
St; Edmonds, how is that poffible ”’ 


c¢ Yes, you fitter; for I have this morning ftaid 
sn town to make a purchafe, which I hope. to 
prefent very foon to your acceptance.” 

« With all poffible gratitude,” cried fhe, “I 


a) 


D 
5 14 eae / APR 9 as Key 
am reauy iorry you fAouid Nave laid out your money 


on fo improper a fubject. I have already more 


finery than I know what to do with; and meant 
to 


% 
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to have afked your recommendetion of fome 
young woman, fo whom a divifion of them. may 


be ufeful.” 
“ Well, well,’ 
ne I may do fo when I am more at leifure ; but 


d 
he prefent | have bought for you this day is not 


"faid her brother, fmiling, ** per- 


to be fet down amongft the triffes in your pof- 
fefion: you may judge of its value by its coft. 
What think you of one fingle 1a for which 
Bhave advanced two thoufend pounds, and call it 
the beft bargain I ever made in my life.” 


“ Heaven. help me, brother |”? exclaimed Mrs. 
St. Edmonds, ‘* what is this riddle you call upon 
me to explain ? I can form xo idea of your mean- 
ing, A jewel’ that has coft you two thoufand 
pounds! and this extravagant purchafe made for 
me—for anold figure !—QOh! the taleis too ridi- 
culous to gain credit! Dear George, fpeak to 
my underftanding, and do not over-tax my cre- 


culity! 


“s There is fomething,” he replied, “ fo rati- 
onal in your requeft, that Pfhould forfeit my 
claim to candour if I did not tell you the whole 
honeft truth, that you may no longer have caufe 
to. fuppefeI think yaw a fool, or give you ftill 
more reafon to confider me as a puppy, unfit to 
be trufted with my own money or my own con- 
du@.—Do you remember my little favourite 


Clariffla eworth?” 
«© Remember 
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‘¢ Remember her !’’ faid fhe, ‘yes; and at 
this diftance of time I recall every {weet feature 
of her cherub face, with much more precifion 
than Ican recolle& what I myfelf was thirty 
years ago. But what of this charming child ? 
I have often intended to afk you about her; and 
yet, inthe multiplicity of my own affairs, have 
as often forgot to intereft myfelf in her’s: you 
cannot oblige me more than by informing me of 
her fateI fincerely hope it has been a happy’ 
one.” 


‘© Her fate,’ he anfwered, ‘¢ if marriage is to 
be confidered its ultimatum, is not yet decided; 
but, if you mean to afk after her prefent fituation 
and purfuits, I have only to fay, they are much 
of the fame nature with thofe of other young 
women, whofe misfortune it is to have a fool for 
their father, and a coguette for their mother.” 


<¢ Ah! it is a thoufand pities,” cried Mrs. St. 
Edmonds, fighing, “ alas! then I fear it is all 


over with your once amiable Clary !” 


« ] hope better things,” faid her brother, 
«¢ Whatever drofs her pure mind may have imbi- 
bed from education or example, I expe@ your 
precepts will ratify hereafter: fhe is to be your 
gueft for a few weeks, and much good may be 
done 


OS EE > are Se SE 
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doné in alittle time. Shehas every propenfity to 
thofe virtues which fet your fex above all other 


works of the creation, and [think we fhall find 


no great difficulty in calling them into action, 
though at prefent # believe they are of anegative 
fpecies.’ This, my fifter,. is the jewel of which 
] boafted—this is the purc vafe | haye made ; for, 
in lending the father two thoufand ‘pounds that I 
may obtain the company of his daughter, I have 
ample caufe to warrant my calling it a gift, 
rather than a /oan/! The fpendthrift, who will 
not be juft to himfelf,. can not be equitable to 


others.”’ 


«¢ But, my. good brother,” faid Mrs. St. Ed- 
monds,. interrupting him, ‘‘are you fure I fhall 
hink fg highly of your jewel as you do? or, that 
your bringing her to vifit. me will not diminifh 
from rather than add to my comforts, which are, 
through your own kindnefs, already abundant? 
or, do you not know, that it is the hardeft tafk in 
the world to domefticate a fine lady? To be 
plain with you, there is no animal in the creation, 
in my opinion, fo little fitted for ufe or compa- 
nionfhip, as the prefent modern Miffes, {pring 
ing from the prefent modern parents ! My fitua- 
tion in India made me know much more of: thefe 
froublefome girls than I defired to know... Mr. 


St, Edmonds and I were continually peftered 
. with 
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with recommendations. Several of them, whofe 
birth was good and educations fathionable, we 
received not only under our patronage but under 
our roof;—allow me to add, thatl never was 
better pleafed, both on their accounts and my 
own, as when they got hufbands, and / got rid of 
their fociety. 


“© fee you fmile,”’ continued fhe, “ but I 
have not done yet; let me fay out my fay, and 
then I will permit you to fet afide all my objec- 
tions—if you can. [I am willing to agree with 
you, that Clarifla Ileworth was one of the love- 
jieft, andthe moft amaiable, and the moft fafci- 
nating of children—that, had the remained un- 
der your tuition—had my dear fitter lived long 
enough to affif you in finifhing the work fo 
happily begun, there could be no room for doubt- 
ing her maturer years would have made good all 
the promifes of infancy. On the contrary, taken 
from you at anage when young minds are moft 
fufceptible of right or wrong impreffions, f think 
there is reafon on my fide for fuppofing, that all 
your early inftru€tions were fuperfeded by the 
precepts, and, what is {till more forcible, the ex- 
amble of her butterfly mother, whofe houfe if it 
cannot be called the refidence of vice, muft be 
confidered as the occafional receptacle for the 
votariesof vice. After all, if you have, in your 
intended 
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intended acquifition to your fmall family num- 
ber, the goodnefs to confult. my inclinations, I 
fhall certainly accommodate them to.your with ; 
but when a trial 7s made, I demand to refign the 
honour of Mifs Ifleworth’s company, provided 
ve fhould happen to be diffatished , with each 


ther.”’ 


“ Read that letter, Elizabeth,”’ cried the mer- 
chant, exultingly, prefenting a paper which he 
had taken from his pocket-book at the begin- 
ning of this interefting explanation,. ‘ and let us 


fee on what your un iafled judgment will de- 


cide, without the interfence of partiality. 


y not read it aloud,” he added; 
“ for T have read it many times,. and remember 
all its contents. It was written in reply to fome 
good advice, concerning filial obedience, which I 
beftowed upon her, finding fhe was more inclined 
to break through its laws than to obferve them; 
when, fix. months ago, Lady Lleworth took it 
into her head to forbid me any intercourfe with 
ber family, the poor child applied to me for abfo- 
lution, if fhe broke through the rigzd interdic= 
tion.—I faid, No. And now I make you a 
judge of her heart, by the anfwer fhe returned 


to my decided negative.” 


Yes, 
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‘© Yes, I fhall love this girl, in{pite of my for- 
mer opinions!” muttered Mrs. St. Edmonds, 
fpeaking inwardly as fhe perufed the letter, her 
fine though emaciated figure, and once beauti- 
ful countenance, receiving all the advantages 
that a€tion and animation can impart, “ Yes, I 


> continu- 


fhali certainly love her! But, brother,’ 
ed fhe, “ I am not content to keep all thefe pret- 
ty fentiments to myfelf.—I am your convert—we 


muft read and admire them together.” 


« As you pleafe,” returned he, vifibly delights 
ed; ‘ eloyuence may fometimes tire, but good- 
nefs xever’——-Then followed the epiftle, 
which may be found in the next chapter. 
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LETTER. 


6é 


W ay, my dear Sir, will you command me 
“ to preferve ove duty at the price of forfeiting 
“many 2 Without hardening my heart to the 
claims of nature, I am equally fufceptible to 
thofe of gratitude ! 


cs And 
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“ And is it you—is it really you, whe.can fe 
“ coldly, I was going to fay cruelly, forbid me 
** to throw myfelf at your feet, to confess my 
errors, perhaps—ah! how cordial the hope ! 
perhaps to have received your forgivenefs ?— 
Will you not allow.a fimple girl, though led 
aftray from the path into which you early con- 
** ducted her, to reafon with, to perfuade you 
out of a purpofe fo affi@ing? Do not banith 
from your bofom ser who will foon, 1 fear, 
have no refuge but in yur proteétion! Do 
‘‘ not puth off, on an ocean hard to weather, the 
“poor jittle bark you fometimes delighted to 
** deck with the enfigns of truth: and re@itude ! 
“‘ The luftre of thefe colours may have been 
‘* tarnifhed, but are not yet utterly deftroyed.— 
Condefeend, only once more, to become the 
*‘ pilot of your ow works,. and, though fadly 


~~ 
g 


‘ difordered, your regulation will reftere> them 
“ to order. 


“© When you fay you will mot receive me at 
your houfe, though I fhould have the hardi- 


“ow 


g 


“‘nefs to vifit there unfanctioned by my mo- 
*¢ ther; or call on me. at my father's,. without 
“Cit be in conformity with her expre/s invita- 
“tion ;, when you. add—My dear child, I will 
¢ 


nw 


never teach you any leflon. where the word 
“ duty is blotted by contention, much lefs 
‘© where 
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«“ where it is obliterated by aéiual difobedience,— 
“had you confidered, when you pronounced 
“© this bard fentence, to what a cruel neceflity 
‘© it reduced me—had you reflected on the ob- 
“ ligations of filial duty I owe to yourfelf, with 
‘© the fame impartiality that Id, you muft have 
“ confeffed, the facrifice you would exact from 
“me you did not expect I could perform with- 
‘out grief, without tears, without remon- 
4 trating | Ido mare than remonftrate ; I write 
« on my bended knees, and intreat, with alk the 
“ fervour of which my heart 1s capable, that 
“ you will,-as ufual, admit to your) prefence, 
“your moft grateful, obedient, and dutiful 
«“ daughter, 

“¢ CLARISSA ISLEWORTH,” 


« You did not, it feems, comply,” faid Mrs. 
St. Edmonds, “ with the prayer of your gentle 
petitioner; how could you refift fo pathetic a 
pleader ?” 


<< [ feldom retract from my word, becaufe I 
feldom give it lightly,’’ he replied. ‘ I had 
well confidered her fituation—I would have laid 
down half my pofleffions to have faved her from 
unneceflary forrow; but, to fill ber mind with 
prefent eafe, I muft alfo have ftored it with 
food for future remorfe. So I even fent her 


word 
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word to bea good girl—to depend on my fa- 
therly affeQion—to keep up her {pirits—-per- 
form her duty—and expe@ that I fhould lay 
hold on the firft opportunity which prefented it- 

felf, without infringement of eftablithed preli- 

minaries, to reward the patience with which I 
fill heped the would fubinit to my injun&tions.” 


** Well, you are an extraordinary man!” re. 
turned his fifter, ‘ fo much philofophy, 0 much 
fenlibility, /o much, the flave of philantropy, 
and yet fa much the mafter of your reafon! 
You have done well; I fhould not, I am fure, 
have done half fo well. I know, from the ea- 
gernefs that now {prings up in my heart to em- 
brace your favourite, that I muft have opened 
my arms to have received her, had the applica- 


tion been made to me inftead of yourfelf.”? 


Tam glad then,” faid he, * that we are 
now all likely to be fatisfied, without any body 
being to blame; and in lefs than three weeks, I 

3 
q 


have no doubt, I fhall be able to prefent her to 
you, 


And I have no doubt,” fhe rejoined, ‘ [I 
fhall love her quite as much as you do. 
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This fort of converfation, without fatiguing 
the two perfons who fupported it, lafted till 
Mrs. St. Edmonds’s repeater announced a quar- 
ter paft eleven o’clock, an hour not much re- 
fpeGed by fafhion, but friendly to invalids, in 
which clafs, we are forry to fay, this very amia- 
ble woman had long been numbered. Mr, Cur- 
ry tenderly fupported her to the door of her 
chamber, then retired to his own; and the next 
morning before fhe was ftirring, again fet off 
for the mart of bufinefs, leaving orders with the 
houfekeeper to inform his fifter, he fhould return 


the following day in time for dinner. 


It is fometimes the cafe, that men who are 
getting or /pending money, though equally eager 
in their diametrically oppofite purfuit, will. ftart 
afide from the dire road, whenever a tempta- 
tiun is held out, fuppofe it but inthe fhape of a 
feather, fhould the feather chance to tickle his 
fancy. To fupport which propofition I ‘fha 
bring forward two inftances :— Arthur Sfleworth 
was ftopped on his way to New-market, where 
it was ten to one he might have loft more than 
he had 7o lofe, in lefs time than he took to in- 
dulge himfelf with the fpettacle of two noted 
brivfers, met-to break each other’s bones in cold 
blood, on a match of fifty guineas; and our 
good merchant, when arrived at his houfe in 
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‘Bond-ftreet, was detained from his money-get- 
ting purfuits on the Change by a morning paper 
that lay on his table—he had not a moment to 
fpare: Lady Hleworth’s name, in capital letters, 
made him forget that he had not a moment to 
{pare, and he read as follows: 

“¢ Splendid preparations are making in Port- 
‘“¢ man-fquare, by the fupreme dire¢trefs of ele- 
‘‘ gance and fafhion, Lady [fleworth, to cele- 
*“‘ brate the marriage of her eldeft fon with the 
“only daughter and heirefs of Lord Benvour. 
“ Her ladyfhip unites to the extremes of wit, 
“ perfonal charms, and various accomplifh- 
““ ments—a dower of fuch magnitude as, it may 
“ be prefumed, will foon lift her fortunate huf- 
“band to a feat in the upper houfe. The 
‘C writer of this article has the fingular plea- 
“ fure to add, that for expence, tafte, and beau- 
“ty, in the ball to be given on this occafion, 
«¢ Lady Ifleworth will find herfelf, as ufual, un- 
“¢ rivalled by all her competitors.’’ 


<¢ Aftonifhing !” cried the exafperated man 
“ of bufinefs, ‘ Aftonifhing folly! which 
vaunteth itfelf in the very face of poverty and 
contempt: ‘This rafcally editor deferves bafti- 
nadoing! Such inflammatory paragraphs ~ as 
thefe are more efficacious. in corrupting the 
minds 
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minds of young women than even the example 
of their own mothers!” He thooght alfo of his 
two thoufand pounds, and calculated how far it 
was likely they would go to provide for Lady 
Tileworth’s jubilee.. Again remembered he had 
not a moment to fpare—he haftened away to ful- 
fil his engagements on Change. 


’ 


CHAP. XIX. 


STILL MORE CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH 
THE TITLE-PAGE. 


Ty 

'Y HEN laft we parted from Sir Frederick 
IMeworth, he was going with a giddy head and 
unfteady {tep towards the carriage, which was 
to conduct him, if not to the devil, at leaft into 
the very path which leads to his dominions. 


The ruinous party had afflembled before he 
joined them, yet he was ju/? in time to undo 
himfelf. Faro being the game, his finances 
became fo mangled between great and little fi- 


ure, 


CS 
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gure, that, of fifteen hundred he carried out in 
the evening, he brought back in the morning 
no more than ove fingle guinea, manfully refift- 
ing the overtures of defpair to {tay and witnefs 
the funeral obfequies of that one alfo. 


As he rolled along the filent ftreets towards 
his comfortlefs home, not knowing what to do 
with certain reflections that threatened to be the 
companions of his fhort drive, he reclined his 
aching head againft the fide of the chariot, in 
which pofition he and they all fell afleep toge- 
ther. Fancy, a thoufand times more flattering 
than reality, began to make herfelf very bufy in 
repairing all that was amifs in the affairs of this 
great man: fhe rehearfed before him a {cene ve- 
ry much calculated for his amufement—it was 
the funeral proceffion of his aunt Lady Brid- 
get; and at the moment when a thundering rap 
at his own. door forced the magic dame to drop 
the wand of her enchartments, her ina@ive 
victim was in poflefion of thirty times the fum 
he had left behind him at the gaming-houfe. 


No*more fuch vifions gilded the downy pil- 
low of repofe; when, with an agitated mind 
and gloomy coun tenance, he foucht for them 
in his own apartment. The goddefs of fiction, 
offended at the little refpect he paid to her offi. 


cious 
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cious zeal, would not enter any moresiato his 
fervice; for; whilft his valet difrobed him, he 
vented curfes on a// dreams as well as dreamers, 
amongft which latter number he was not dilin- 
terefted enough to forget himfelf. Without 
dwelling too long on one fubject, we fhall let 
Sir Frederick fleep out his nap with what ap- 
petite he may, and, with gentle violence, force 
back the repentant Lord Clarence on the flage 
of action. 


“ Tt was a terrible folecifm !” cried the Peer, ~ 
when the next day he awakened to fenfe and 
recollection, “ I have certainly doze myfelf up 
with Clarifla for ever! What the devil fhould 
give me fuch an unconquerable penchant for 
fhewing myfelf when drunk, to the very people 
in the world who I would with to believe me 
always fober! Well, the deed is done, and can- 
not be undone. I will go and take a peep into 
the eyes of my miftrefs ; and if I have offend- 
ed paft forgivenefs, I turn my back on a family 
with which, Mifs Ieworth excepted, I am not 
very deeply enamoured.” 


In this accommodating ftate of mind, Lord 
Clarence fhewed himfelf in Lady Ifleworth’s 
breakfaft-room, juft as all the party had difperfed 
Vou. I. I} themfelves 
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themfelves, to follow what beft fuited their in- 
clinations, Lady Ann excepted, who was trying 
to find outariddle in the Ladies Pocket-book, 
the folution of which had occafioned fome difficul- 
ties, when many heads as wife as her own were 
united to folvethem. She remained alone to re- 
ceive his lordfhip ; and fo artfully managed the 
opportunity of a téte-a-téte, that, by pafling over 
the little irregularity of which he profefled him- 
felf guilty the preceding night, with more non- 
chalence than he thought, or in fae than it really 
did defervem—dy treating his foibles with indul- 
gence, and Jy magnifying his pretenfions to ap- 
‘plaufe, fhe led him on to fearch for thofe agree- 
ments in herfelf which, with the eyes of a lover, 
he had hitherto confidered the fole property of 
but oze woman in the world, and that woman 
Clariffa [leworth. 


The more he looked and liftened, the more 
he was confirmed that he had miftaken the ob- 
je&t, and that beauty, wit, tafte, and goodnefs, 
were all centered in the wife of her brother !— 
Of which truth he became fo fully perfuaded, 
that on the entrance of his once adored miftrefs, 
he paid his compliments with an air of indiffe- 
rence almoft as frigid as her own. 


Sir Frederick, though involved in his own 
perplexities, and Lady Ifeworth, though her head 


was 
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was running round on the pivot ofa thoufand 
{plendid chimeras, neither of them could help ob- 
ferving one day, and many following ones, that 
Clariffa loft ground with the Earl, and that Lady 
Ann engroffed the greater fhare of his attention. 
Sir Frederick fatd he would {peak to his daugh- 
ter; Lady IMeworth talked of haftening her ball ; 
and on this exe point they were both agreed, that 
his lordfhip fhould no¢ flip through their fingers, 
if there was any pofhibility of holding him faft. 
Each determined to purfue their own plan in 
their own way—Sir Frederick to reafon, and his 
lady to dance the poor Clariffa out ofhet prejudi- 
ces, tor to her fhynefs was placed the whole crime 
of her noble lover’s defertion. 


“ Child!” faid Sir Frederick, darting a ftern 
and fcrutinizing look on the blufhing downcaft 
countenance of his daughter, when fhe obeyed 
the fummons which brought her to his clofet, 
“ Child! I comraand you to tell me, without pre- 


varication, what you have done to offend my friend 
Lord Clarence ?” 


“ Me, papa! nothing in the world that I know 
of. Does his Lordfhip accufe me of difrefpect ??° 


“¢ No, he does not complain; but it is too vifible 
to your mother and myfelf how much his behavi- 
F 2 our 
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our is changed within the laft week, and you 
muft have been to blame!” 


“ Dear Sir, what is my fault? or what do you 
conceive it to be? Pray keep me not in fufpenfe, 
but te// me my errors, and I will ¢ry to amend 
them,” 


“ Your errors,-indéed ! it would be well if you 
had nothing worfe to account for?? 


“ What then is my crime p?? 


“ The crime of difobedience! Know, un- 
grateful girl! that even in the lifetime of the late 
countefs I had fixed my mind on your fucceeding 
to that ftation of honor; and, fince her death, 
will you pretend not to have taken notice with 
what anxiety I have been /abouring to bring about 
this great event? Do you forget, alfo, with 
what avidity my Lord was running into my toils, 
before your damned airs of fcornful prudery drove 
him back, and diftanced all my views for your ef- 
tablifament? Thefe airs, Madam, yew are pleafed 
to call errors; 1 call them fins! capital fins againft 
common fenfe, againft my intereft, and againft 
your ow#. Therefore, I command you to get 
rid of them as faft you can, and reform your man- 
—,” and he fwore atremendous 
oath 


ners, or, by 


VA 
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oath—« if Lam obliged to look out for another 

hufband for. you, it fhall not be a young hand- 

fome man like Clarence, but I will force you into 
the arms of any old fellow who can ferve my pur- 
pofe, though one half of his limbs fhould be torn 
from the ‘weather-beaten trunk, and the other 
half ina ftate'of diflocation, No anfwering—no 


e 

© 
a 
Ole, 


anfwering |”? continued he, railing his voice, as 
he faw her trying to collecta reply from amongtt 
her ideas, which hi ee had unfparingly 
{cattered, “ Iw oe t nothing that you can fay in 
your dofsnee, I tell you again, you su have 
affronted Lord Clarence: fo go ital fe to the 
beft advantange—-/ook tenderly on him—aé? like 

the reft of your fex—/flirt with him—lay our new 
lures to catch his attention—do any thing to re- 
vive his affection——or dread a father‘s difpleafure.”’ 


He turned upon his heel, flapped the door 
after him, and left his daughter, not the more 
in love with Lord Clarence for the fentence fhe 


had received at the parental bar of judgment. 
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CHAP, “XX 
WAYS AND MEANS. 


De LIGHTED with his newly adopted fyflem 
ef terror, aie ‘flattering in promife, Sir 
Frederick left his daughter, and went to feek 
for his wife, whom he knew he fhould find at the 
board of green cloth, amufing Arthur’s bride 
with a little chicken picquet, to pafs away an idle 
hour before an dreffing time, 


Lady Ann had ju& ran off to her chamber in 
a pretended pet with her bad luck, though, by 
her own account, her lofles were only twenty, 
nd by that of her anta wgoni{tt no more than ten 


Shillings, 


Lady Ifleworth was employing the few remain- 
ing folitary moments in telling her ow: fortune 
on the cards; fhe had cut them three times— 
wilhed Lord Clarence might /peak out on the 
nizht he was to be the partner of Clarifla at her 
bail—and the nine of hearts, unerring prog- 
noitic of fuccefs, had a€tually made its appear- 
ance, when the entrance of Sir Frederick cal- 


led 
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her this extatic exclamation.—“ ] have 


led from 
feworth will foon be 


got my wifh, and Mifs | 
Countefs of Clarence !” 

«© Has my Lord,” cried her hufband, “ told 
« you fof” 


P 


« Oh no! but here is the aime ¢ 
and fee by what enchanting eatds it is every Way 


AEAVIS, 


furrounded !” 


Inftead of reproving his wife’s folly, he gave 
anew fpecimen of his own, by fuppofing fhe 
would allow his fuperiority in planning, when 
he fhould have unfolded to her incurious inatten- 
tive ear what had juft been pafling betweenm 
(elf and his daughter. 


= 


Lady Ifleworth thought of nothing but the cri- 
tical ball—it muft be haftened——that alone could 
or would ever bring. back the retreating lover 
—dancing expofed a thoufand charms, which 


would otherwife lie concealed, or at. leaft only 


peep out from behind a veil of aukward referve 
to very little advantage. And it was thus fhe 


reafoned. 


« Jn the name ‘of nature! my dear, is there 


a man in the world who can preferve his ftot- 
cifm 
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cif when aflailed by an hoft of temptations ? 
‘The touch of a foft hand—the glance of an eye 
—~the blufh of exercif2—the graces of attitude-— 
all, all, every thing, I do zn//? upon it, is in fa- 
vour of the ball! You ‘cannot difpute it, Sir 
Frederick !” 


At am other time, when he had not wanted 
her afiliftance to raife the needful, Sir Frederick 
would molt Hache have difputed, but now it 
became him to a paffive, until fhe began very 
{cverely to repr hend him for having treated Cla- 
’ HeGE “when you know,” faid fhe 
“now much the beauty of her countenance de- 
pends on the quantity of animation fhe may be 
able to thraw into it; and now, fince you have 


2 io By $ 
nia wit 


talked to her fo ferioufly, I fuppofe the muft be 
transformed into a perfect Melpomene, or at beft 
rdalen, Hane: all may not 
try, by my indulgence, to 
reftore what you have taken from her.” 


Sir Frederick, roufed to refentment by thefe 
liberal refleCtians on his underftanding, perfift. 


ed that his meafures were the beft. A warm de- 
bate enfued; “in the very paroxifm of which her 
ladyfhip demanded an zmmediate and large fup- 
ply of ca‘h, that all due force might be given to 
har experiment: which: demand, fo far from 
building up the breach which a difference of 


opinion 
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epinion had made between them, was anfwered 
gnly by a po/itive refufal of compliance, leaving 
the ftate of their zempers in almoft as ruinous a 
condition as their crcumftances ; nor was it till 
her ladyfhip had vented in’ tears: and fobs, the 
moft troublefome. particles of. her paffien, that 
fhe was capable of :devifing' new ways and new 
means to evade the confequences of a difappoint- 

ment which threatened to deftroy the whole of 
her air built fabrick—for without money there 
could be no ball, and without a ball, fhe was 

equally convinced there could be no poffible way 
of fixing Lord Clarence. 


. 

In this difconfolate humour fhe went to her 
drefiing-room—ihut the door—threw  herfelf~ 
down on a rich fofa—and wept bitterly. 


On this fame lucklefs morning her ladyfhip » 


ft, 


received from Stafford! hire two letters; one from 
a former governeis'to her children, who, having 
married a curate, afterwards fettled in that coun- 
ty, to whom Lady Ifleworth, e: ighteen months 
before, fent her fecond ‘and third daughters, 
both verging on womanhood—not fo much for 
inftraction in the whole duties of woman—not 
fo much with the defign of conveying cultiva- 
tion to thofe female accomplifhments which, 
‘fothe how or other, had een altogether totally 


ue 
i 3 neglected 
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neglected—ag becaufe, according to her mater- 
nal reafoning, and in conformity to the prefent 
cuftom, it was thought beft to keep them out 
of harm’s way till their eldeft- fifter had made 
her market. How convenient—how confiftent 
thefe plans, for the race of exifting mothers to 
adopt! What if fo many charming daughters, 
ail produced on, the ftage of life in the fame 
feene, fheuld: not- interfere with their own 
claims to admiration, yet, may they not crofs 
the path of each. other’s preferment? It is. the 
part of prudent matrons to prevent fuch misfor- 
tunes; and I fuppofe it to. be for this very reafon 
we fo often fee one of the long brood flying 
about.the. world-at her own difcretion, and hear 
of half ‘a, dozen. more, equally capable of the 
fame womanly excurfions, who are locked up 
in their nurferies. 


Having introduced the writer. of one letter, 
it is only to be added, that the other came from 
the pen of Mifs Arabella, her ladyfhip’s, fecond 
daughter, who had juft enteredjinto the nine- 
teenth year of. her confinement. Let us fee, 
then, if there.is.to be found, in the contents of 
either or both, of: thefe epiftles, any thing to 
exonerate Lady Ifleworth from the charge of 
being, like too many. of her fer and find, put 
Out 
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out of humour by trifles even lighter than them- 
felves. 


“ Honored Madam, 

«J think it my duty to inform your Lady- 
“-fhip, that the young ladies are in want of 
“many things they cannot do without, particu- 
“Jarly thoes, ftockings, and petticoats, befides 
% linen of ail forts: and as to Mifs Matilda, fhe 
‘has outgrown all her frocks, fo that they are 
« quite above her knees-—two of them only. are 
‘6-in tolerable repair, the reft, I allure your La- 
«-dyfhip, are not fit to-be feen; fo that if I 
«am to be honored with the company of the la- 
« dies much longer, I hope your Ladyfhip will 
“take it into your confideration to. order thems 


new cloaths of every fort. 


« T hope alfo that your Ladyfhip will forgive 
“our officioufnefs, for my hufband and I have 
“procured them a writing-mafter, to. attend 
“ ever fince they have been in the country: to 
“be. fure your Ladyfhip did not fay that it 
«-fhould be fo; but then we thought it-a pity, 
as Mifs. Arabella-had got into joinhand before 
« fhe came to us, that fhe fhould forget all that: 
“ had been taught her, for want of practice. 


se “Phere 
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«© ‘There are now fifteen pounds due for their 


a 
“a 


teaching; which money Mr. Standifh would 


A 
€ 


‘ be very proud to receive from your Ladythip, 


A 
oa 


as he has a fickly wife, and feven firall chil- 
“ dren.: I wifh it had been in our power to have 
| “paid him without troubling your Ladythip; 

“but my poor hufband, though ~he_ ferves 
“ two churches, and rides like a poft-boy from 
* one to the othér every Sunday,. yet his labours 
“< on: horfeback and in the pulpit. produce him 
“no more than feventy pounds a year; which 
“is all we have in the world, except my for- 
“'mer wages, which are in your Ladyfhip’s 
“ hands, as. well as-the hundred and. twenty 
*‘ pounds that you agreed to pay us for the 
*“« board of. the young ladies, at the rate of forty 
‘ pounds: a year for each of. them, 


“© ‘We have now had the happinefs of their 

“ good company eighteen months ;. and. my poor 

“ Mr, Trotter, whois more puzzled in. mak- 

‘ing both ends than. in compofing a hundred 

« fermons, all ft to be preached before the bi- 

“« fhop,. (for indeed his learning is much great- 

' “ er than his profit); for thefe reafons, my La- 
“ dy, poor Mr..’Trotter would hold himfelf ever- 

“ Ja(tingly obliged to your Ladyfhip’s goodnefs 

“ for the whole, or any part of the debt due to 

“ him: the butcher and baker have not feen. the 

“ colour 
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colour of Ais money fince’ Michaelmas; fo 
that their bills muft be much longer than our 
purfes, if your Ladyfhip’s kindnefs does not 
help us out. 


“ The young ladies have very charming ap- 
petites, and much good may it do them. 


“ There is a-trifle, my Lady, that I did not 
wifh to communicate, for fear it might vex 
your Ladyfhip; but Mr., Trotter will have 
ity that it is his duty and mine to let ‘your La- 
dyfhip into every thing, that worfe may not 
happen;. for,. to be fure, as he fays, it would 
be no defirable match. between the daughter 
of a baronet and the fon of a farmer. 


“ You. muft know: then, my: Lady, fince it 
muf? come out, that Mifs Matilda has, for fe- 
veral weeks, been in an oddifh melancholy 
fort of a way; her chearful:sefs (for fhe ufed 
to be as merry as abee) all of a fudden went 
off, God knows how! and Mr. Trotter obfer- 
ved, that it- was likely fhe might fall into a 
confumption, as fhe had got a. habit of figh- 
ing, God knows for. what !- 


“« At Jaft Mr. Trotter, who has more pene- 
tration than moft parfons, threw out fore 
“ hints 
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ce 


hints to me in confidence, as if he thought 


“« Mifs Matilda had fallen in love. with fome bo- 
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dy or other; upon which we began to think 
of all the young gentlemen who came to 
church, or called in at the parfonage: and at 
firft we fufpected it-to be Mr..Ramble, our 
attorney’s clerk, becaufe all ladies. think him 
very handfome ; but I faid, on fecond thoughts, . 
I did not He it could be him, for that 
Mifs Arabella feemed to er in his compa- 
ny much more t yher &fter. . “ Well-then,” 
faid Mr. eer “for he hit it off in a .mo- 
ment, “I will be hanged if fhe has.not a kind- 
nefs for young- Ruffell; whofe father rents: the 


oe 


great tithes of the vicar.” 


“© J wonder I had not thought of him-myfelf; 
for now I remembered he was a more comely 
youth than Mr. Ramble, of the fame age with 
Mifs Matilda, and that fhe was. mighty. fond 
of hearing him play upon the flute. Mr. 
Trotter told mes-he would watch them better 
in future; and yefterday, my Lady, he furpri- 
fed them walking together, with Mr. Ruffell’s 
arm thrown about Mifs Matilda’s waitt. 
They did not know that any body had: feen 
them: fo, if your Ladythip pleafes, we fhould 
be glad not to have our names mentioned as 
informers, for the young lady would. never 
“< forgive 
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“ forgive us; befides, the Ruflels. are people of 
«* fubftance, and our very good neighbours. I 
“ remember to have often heard your Ladyfhip 
“ declare, that time was more precious to you 
“ than any thing elfe: fo, begging your pardon 
«“ for having taken up fo much of it, I remain, 
“ my Lady, your Ladyfhip’s moft humble and 
dutiful fervant, 


ae 
~ 


«© AnicE TROTTER.’ 


And what were the emotions that agitated the 
maternal bofom of Lady Ifleworth,-on being 
pretty plainly informed that both her daughters 
were naked—one of them in love, to a certainty, 
with the farmer’s fon—and the other appareatly 
ready to. form a fimilar attachment with the at- 
torney’s clerk? 


Why, fhe betrayed no emotions at a//, her 
thoughts being otherwife employed; and look- 
ing in the. glafs, juft as fhe had careleffly caft 
her eyes over Mr. ‘Trotter’s morfel of eloquence 
fhe faw her woman mifplacing her cap, when 
every thing fhe poflefled of feeling was exerted 
in the reprimands fhe beftowed on Harris for 
her aukwardnefs, and in difpofing the ornament 
to greater advantage. 


The alteration being effected to her entire 
approbation, her temper returned in its ufual 
placidity 
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placidity, when,. leaving the governefs’s letter 
open on the toilet, fhe proeeeded to examine the 
other, which, being from her daughter, was not 
the firft to make a claim on her attention. 


The only notice taken of Mrs. Trotter’s ex- 
poftulation, or information, was muttering fome- 
thing about impertinence in afking. for cloaths, 
when the children were confined in a country 
place, where they could fee mabody—befides call- 
ing the curate and his wife a*couple of fools, ~for 
troubling her with their wife obfervations on a 
boy and girl’s playful. rambles through the fields 
together, . 


Mifs Arabella’s writing. or orthography were 
neither of them the mo? perfe€t-of their And; 
yet Lady [Meworth fo rapturoufly admired the 
fpirited compofition, that fhe feveral times broke 
out into fhort plaudits, fuch as—charming !— 
how animated!—another felf! Then laughing 
very heartily, fhe afterwards read aloud the en- 
tertaining epiftle with which fhe was fo highly 
diverted, to convince her attendant that the mirth 
it excited was natural, willing to juftify the effed . 
by making her afharer in the cau/e. 


Condefcenfions of this fort were not very'un- 
frequent, and Harris liftened with her ufual avi- 


dity 
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dity, declaring it was va/tly fine, va/fily. witty, 
vafily clever indeed! and fhould have wondered 
how /o young a lady could put fuch things toge- 
thers if genius had not run in the d/cod of the fa- 
mily, particularly on the fide of her ladythip. 


A compliment fo aptly conceived met with a 
gracious welcome, as will, I hope, the bright oc= 
cafion from whence it originated: but, whilft 
laying this extraordinary letter before my readers, 
if mothers, let me caution them not to think lefs 
favourable of their own nurfelings, though they 
fhould not come near the fland of Mifs Bell’s lite- 
rary accomplifhments; let them firft eonfider what 
pretenfions they have to expedt prodigies. in their 
female iffue? Rare ripes are not always the pro- 
duce of attention; /uch fruit has its feed more 
generally in xature, though it may be forced by 
education. Let us proceed to the {pecimen, 
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CHAP, AAT. 


NURSERY WIT IN A YOUNG LADY OF NINE- 
TEEN, 


“ DEAR MAMA, 


 ? 

Mar LDA and I think it very odd that we 
 fhould be 4eept herein this nafty, dirty, ftupid 
“ place, till we are grown almoft over the hed- 
“ges, and nearly as tall as the chimnies belong- 
“ing to the hut of prim parfon ‘Trotter... 


“ Fndeed it is quite fhocking! What does it 
“ fignify to be women, and pretty women too, if 
“ we are for ever tobe made obedient tothe laws 
“ of reftraint ?—to be treated like mere babies ! 
«© to put our hands before us, curtefying every 
“ time we come in or go out, of the room, with 
“a Mifs you mufi not do this, that, and the other ! 
« You never faw any thing, mama, half. fo tor- 
“ menting in all your life re 


“ Tam fure, for my part, 1 would be glad to 

“ exchange fituations with Harris ;: for then I 
“ fhould have the pleafure of looking at you, 
“when I had made youas fine asa queen; and 
“ afterwards 


Ab 9 


te 
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“ afterwards, whenI could fee you no longer, nor 
“ be entertained by peeping outat the window to 
“ watch all the coaches and chairs that ftop at 
“your door, how delighted I fhould be in tum- 
“ bling over. all your charming new things, and 
“inftru@ting myfelfin the lateft fafhions ! 


 Inftead of thefe dive ei ns, we are condem- 
* ned, from morning ti al night, to the drudgery 
“ of working, or reading, or hearing legtures; for 
“though the parfon preaches four times on a 
te Sunday, yet he does not think thatenough, but 
‘makes fhift to fnuffle out every day a fort of fer- 
“ mon, for our private edification; which there 
“ would be no bearing, if. Matilda and [I did not 
“contrive to cheat the old gentleman, by falling 
* afleep in the midft of his palavering ; then we 
“ are made tokneel down, night and morning, to 
“ fay family prayers, in a hole of a parlour not {9 
“ large as your dinner table, where, to increafe 
“ our inconveniencies, a great flaring vulgar 

naid-fervant makes one of the party—fo that 
‘© when we are all down I actually have not room 
“to move my elbows, and if they fhould grow to 
“my fides it will be no wonder. Oh! dear 
s‘ mama, only think of our condition ! 


« Our governefs, I believe, does not like thefe 
“ fort of things-any more than we do; but that 
© does 
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“* does ws no good, becaufe the fright of a parfon 
“always will have his own way. She once did 
‘ go fo far as to inf, that having Martha in to 
“ prayers with Sir Frederick Ifleworth’s daughters 
“* was mixing them with very zmproper company. 
“€ And what do you ie mama, was his info- 
‘© lent anfwer? Truly, he faid, ** whatever /be 
“ might take into ber head about diftin€tions, in 


o 
“* performing our duties to God one perfon was as 
ba aceeptable 3 s another.” Did you ever hear of 


* fuch a poor, peabrekn ili-bred favage, not to 
& know “ce differ rence of rané, and rudery to 
«© affront ene, by faying to one’s face one is no 
“ better than his dirty drab of a fervant | 


o> 


«Oh, dear 1—Oh, dear! what a happy crea 
“ture is Clariffa! going about every where— 
« making conquelts every day—-courted by every 
« body— flattered by every body—and, as you 
“tell me, mama, juft going to be married, 

«< have a coronet on her coach, and to do whate- 
ver fhe pleafes : 


~ 
~ 


“< Now, for my part, mama, I do not want to 
“be married znmediately, but I do very much 
“* with you would fend for us home, that we may 
“be bride maids. Mrs. Trotter gives me fome 
“comfort, by faying it 1s very likely you will 
“' have us to be prefe nt at the ceremony, and that 


6S wit nefing 
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“ witneffing Clary’s wedding may bea ffep to- . 
** wards our own. 


“ Dear, fweet mama! pray take compathon 
“ on the drearinefs of our difmal prifon, or pre- 
“‘ pare to hear we have hung ourfelves in {pite 
“and vexation! Upon my word, that might 
‘‘ have been our fate Jong ago, if, amongft the 
“ ruftics which form our monffrous fociety, there 
“ had not been two families, a /itt/e better than 
“@the rett—one an attorney, the other a fort of 
“ farmering gentleman. 


“ We areall fond of mufic to diftraction ; and 
“ the young: folks that belong to the ¢/d ones, 
‘«¢ doing what they can to keepusalive, we have 
<* hitherto been prevented from an act of defpera- 
“¢ tion which your cruelty, dear mama, will not 
“¢ fail to compleat. Therefore, pray fend your 
st Carriage for us, or order us to come to town 
“Cin the tage zmmediately : nay, if you chufe that 
«1 fhould take thejourney on foot, even with- 
“ out fhoes, I fhall joyfully fet out on the pilgri- 
“ mage, and cripple onward as faft as Ican, to 
&t prove how much, dear mama, | am your obe- 
* dient and dutiful daughter, 


“« TSABELLA ISLEWORTH.” 


Whatever pleafantry the perufal of this witty 
compofition had at firft created in the ideas of 
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Lady Ifleworth, was wholly difperfed in her fuc- 
ceeding interview with Sir Frederick—fo intire- 
ly diffipated, that, after having flown from the 
fight of her barbarous tyrant, it wasa very long 
time before fhe could rally her f{cattered fpirits to 
any fettled point of contrivance. Now, all good 
financiers well know, that the head fhould be cold, 
and the thoughts collected, when a national or pri- 
vate debt mu/? be contracted, for which the mi- 
nifter, the man, or fhe woman, has no fecurity to 
offer, 
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Reduced to this terrible dilemma, unknowing 
what to do, which way to turn, or where to look 
for redrefs, her diftracted ladythip fent down word 
to her hardly lefs deranged family, that, being 
fuddenly indifpofed, they muft fit down te dinner 
without her. 


This meflage alarmed none of the party except 
Clariffa, who immediately ran up to enquire 
what was the matter. She tried the door—it 
was locked; fhe afked admittance, but was re- 
fufed entrance, with an authoritive command 
that fhe fhould directly return to the company, 
and not teaze a poor invalid with infignificant 
queftions.—Mifs Ifleworth reluctantly obeyed. 


«¢ Well, child, what ails mama?” whifpered 
Lady Ann, feeing Clariffa return fo foon, “are 
we 
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we going to have a little brother or fifter palm- 
ed upon us? or is it only a fit of the vapours?” 


“ JT have not feen my mother,” replied Mifs 
Ifeworth, “ the is difpofed to reft, and I would 
not difturb her.” 


« Oh! you dear little prude!” faid her gay 
Jadyfhip, “ this caution is even more indefenfible 
than your /fep by rep advances to poor Clarence.” 


She ftill fpoke in a low tone, but not /o low 
as to prevent his Lordfhip now always ftati- 
onary at her elbow, from hearing, himfelf na- 
med; and, catching hold of her hand with lover- 
like gallantry, he fwore it fhould be his prifon- 
er, till he knew how far he was concerned in 
the fecret carrying on between her and Mifs 
Ifleworth. 


“© Shall I tell him?” cried Lady Ann, laugh- 


102. 


“ For your own fake, I fhould hope zor,” re- 
plied Clariffa, whofe complexion had before dif- 
played, on its pure white, the crimfon flag of 
difpleafure, and, rifing from her feat, the retired 
to another part of the room, where her father 
was 


or 
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was amufing himfelf with a book on calculation, 
chances, and odds. 


Lady Ifleworth found her conquered fpirits, 
confiderably reinforced, after eating half a boiled 
chicken, and drinking three glaffes of Madeira. 
It happened, whilft thus employed, that a lucky 
expedient croffed her labouring brain—vanity 
gave it birth, and neceflity nurtured it :—thus it 
was brought about. 


She could -not remember ever before to have 
fhed a fufficient number of tears at one time, to 
convince herfelf whether the poet’s obfervation, 
that they are becoming to beauty, extended to 
her own particular caft of features. To juttify 
her curiofity on this head, fhe threw her ftream- 
ing eyes on the drefling-glafs, a monitor more 
faithful than flattering ; the was difguited with 
the truths it uttered—fhe ftarted at the blotted 
countenance it prefented—but more at the in- 
roads which forrow liquidated had made on the 
artificial bloom of her complexion. 


The rouge was at hand—the haftily repaired 
the damage her cheeks had fuftained—banifhed 
care from her mind—and invited fmiles to her 
face, crying out, ‘“* How abfurd! Can the foe 
of animation be the friend of beauty ?” 


A few 
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14 

A few falfe gems that fparkled on her bofom 
next attracted her attention: “ Ah!” exclaim- 
ed fhe, “ had I but the /ub/fance in my own pof- 
feffion of thefe paltry fhadows, I might ftill be 
happy!” It was then that the lucky thought 
occurred how fhe might get at the originals, 
and to what a charming ufe fhe might convert 
them. 


Having digefted the whole plan, and re-affu- 
med her ufual gaiety, Lady Ifleworth defcend- 
ed from her dreffing-room ; and, when the join- 
ed the feftive circle below, was quite as good 
company as if nothing had happened to difturb 
her; nor could the niceft obferver have diftin- 
guifhed any leading features of gloom, difcon- 
tent, or refentment, by which to have traced 
her late fracas with Sir Frederick, 


CHAP. XXII 


VEXATION ON VEXATION, 


Notwirasranpinc the total priva- 
tion of money, every thing went on as fwim- 
Vou. I. G mingly 
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mingly in Portman-fquare as if the treafury it- 
{elf had been opened to fupply the wants and 
wifhes of Lady Ifleworth, who, at an enormous 
expence, contrived, by filling her houfe with 
dinner and fupper parties, to make Lady Ann’s 
confinement at home lefs infupportable, Sir Fre- 
derick having declared it againft all etiquette, 
that his daughter-in-law fhould exhibit en bride, 
until Lord Benvour had fanétified her hafty 
nuptials, to which event he looked forward with 
the moft fanguine expectation; for, in defiance 
of their former quarrel on the fubject of this 
union, when only in the embryo, he had him- 
{elf condefcended to mediate between the offend- 
ed and offenders; nor did his Lordfhip’s filence 
to a very laboured epiftle in the leaft difcourage 
his hopes of a fpeedy reconciliation. 


Already had Arthur Ifleworth been abfent 
from town ten days, and)no body feemed to re- 
gret his defertion lefs than Lady Ann herfelf. 
« What does it fignify?” fhe would fay, “ Am 
I not married to the man? So whether he is 
here or there, he u/? drag his chain after him.” 


Lady Hleworth adored her fpirit, but Sir Fre- 
derick called it levity. Perhaps this appellation 
proceeded from the humour of the moment; for 
at the moment it efcaped him various caufes had 
combined 
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combined to make him fee people and things 
through the mediuin of fretfulnefs. His agreea- 
ble friend, Mrs. Snug, had that morning eloped 
with a younger man than himfelf: on that morn- 
ing the member of a body corporate, by whofe 
influence or avarice he had obtained a feat in 
Parliament feven years before, came to him, 
with the mortifying tidings that a weighty oppo~ 
nent was already in the field, and fhowering 
gold, like duft, upon the palms of his conftitu- 
ents—obferving, that there was no other me- 
thod of ftopping the progrefs of this mew candi- 
date, than by out-doing him in his own way ; 
and concluded with a hint, that a brace of thou- 
fands, conveyed, through him, to his brethren 
of the corporation, might infure his intereft. 
But, had it infured his falvation, Sir Frederick 
could not have raifed the fine demanded; no, 
nor the twentieth part, if one hundred only 
would have faved him from. perdition. He had 
therefore nothing to give the greedy meflenger 
but geod words, and nothing to fend by him to 
his brethren but fair promifes !—a mighty old- 
fafhioned coin, which, in the prefent age of tri- 
fles, lofes all pretenfions to currency. 


Befides thefe fources of vexation, another 
caufe had prefented itfelf on the fame morning, 
which filled the Baronet’s mind with more in- 

G 2 flammable 
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flammable matter than all thé reft of his crofles ; 
it.was a fhort anfwer to a long letter, couched 
in the following terms. 


SIR, 
“ J congratulate you and your family on your 


« alliance to the noble houfe of Benvour; and 
« hope the honor you may derive from the con- 
« ne&tion will compenfate for the inconveni- 
“ ence of being encumbered with an unma- 
“ nageable, unportioned young woman of qua- 
“ lity, Your fon has robbed me of what I can 
“ very well {pare, a7 undutiful daughter. I 
« fend then neither my bleffing nor my curfe ; 
« but mark me, Sir Frederick, I give you this 
« irrevocable affurance, that if a guinea might 
« faye your whole race from deftruction I would 
“¢ not advance it—by my life! nor bequeath it 
« at my death. . To-morrow I enter into a 
«“ fecond engagement, from which I hope to have 
« children more deferving of my love than La- 
« dy Ann [fleworth. For the laft time, I have 
“ the honour to fubfcribe myfelf, 
cc Sir, 
“ Your obedient fervant, 
“ BENVOUR.” 


This letter, with many others, had lain fome 
hours on the breakfaft table, before the family 


aflembled themfelves together. Lady Ann tof- 
fed 
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fed them over one by one, and at laft came to 
that which, by the fuperfcription, fhe knew to 
be her father’s, though, whether intended as a 
mark of contémpt, or proceeding from accident, 
he had not ftamped the envelope either with 


his name or his coronet. 1 


« Ho, ho!” cried fhe, “ this comes from 
my Lord Huffy Grufty, and no doubt contains 
an earthquake that will blow us all into the 


third heaven.”’ 


& Is my Lord any relation of your Lady- 
fhip’s?”? afked her mother in-law ; for Sir Fre- 
derick. had not. yet made his appearance, being 
fhut up in another room with his friend the 
Alderman. 


This queftion had fuch an effect.on the ri- 
fible faculties of Lady Ann, that, in a fit of | 
laughter, next to convuliive, fhe fhouted out, - 
“ Dear Madam! is it poffible that you fhould 
not underftand Huffy Gruffy and Lord Benvour 
are one and the fame perfon !” 


Lady Ifleworth broke out into raptures at. the 
explanation, declaring her a firft-rate belle efprit 
and that whether Lord Huffy Gruffy might be 
kind or cruel, her fon Arthur would be fuffici- 

. ently 
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ently rich. in a wife /o highly accomplifhed, and 
, his family but too happy in being allied to her 
graces and her talents. ‘ Indeed,” added fhe, 
“ T with almoft his lordfhip may hold back his 
pardon for a little time, juft to give us a/! an 
opportunity of fhewing our perfect and difinte- 
refted gratitude.’’ | 


“© Well; but my dear Lady Ifleworth,” re- 
plied the wife of Arthur, who fat twifting her 
father’s letter into every fort of form, to get at 
the contents, “ fuppofe, as we are now all one 
family, and Sir Frederick not prefent, do you 
think he would be very angry if I fhould break 
the feal, merely to take a peep at my papa? for, 
to tell you the truth, I am really dying with 
impatience.” 


_ © Oh, to be fure!” was the giggling reply, 
“it is downright impoffible he fhould chide 
your amiable curiofity.” Clariffa, on the con- 
trary, ufed a few unfuccefsful arguments, why 
the ought to fufpend her inclination a little lon- 
ger, offering to go and feek for her father. 


“ No, no; fit ftill, child,’ faid her other, 
nor préfume to check the withes of your all- 


charining fifter !”” 


“ T would 
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« T would bet this magic bauble,” cried La- 
dy Ann, twirling her wedding-ring on the ta- 
ble, “fhe would not do what I am going to do 
for the whole univerfe—open a létter not di- 
rected to herfelf’ and, as fhe fpoke, applied her 
fingers to the feal; but, before it divided, Sir 
Frederick fhewed himfelf. “ Huth!” the ex- 
claimed, “ not a word about my wicked inten- 
tions.” She then prefented it to him, with the 
wax unbroken—told him from whence it came 
and intreated that he would inftantly read it 
aloud, for the edification of ali whom it might 


concern. 


Her Ladyfhip thus gave him the hardeft tafk 
he had ever been employed to execute, fo bufy 
were his hopes and fears in filling up his har- 
rafled mind with all the rubbifh of defperate 
anxieties. Should the Peer be propitious, his fon, 
his fortune, his pending election, all would do 
well; but vice verfa, and his fine profpects 
muft fall to the ground—his fon 1s ruined, his 
fortune fpent, and his election loft !. Is it then 
a matter of wonder that, as he haftily fwallow- 
ed Lord Benvour’s favoury mefs of poifon, the 
very ratibane of his better expectations, his 
nerves, his fight, his {peech fhould be affected 
that his hands fhould tremble,.his eye balls 


ftart, and his tongue faulter—or that, throwing 
the 


152 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS, 


the letter from him, he thould bounce out of the 


room with quivering lips, and fupprefied exe- 
crations ? 


Vhy, what is the matter now?” cried La- 
dy Ann, “ Sir Frederick feems prodigioufly diflas 
! 1 am confident my father is much meek- 
er tnan t could fuppofe poffidle.” 


* Ob! never mind Sir Frederick,” replied. 
bis lady, “ we fhall all do mighty well sy and 
éye :—~but, my dear, I hope you have prepared 


a bridal drefs for your appearance on Thurf: 
day?’ 


“ Now would I give any thing in the world, 
but my youth and my beauty,” faid Lady Ann, 
‘to know who it will be.” 


“* Of what are you thinking?” afked Lady 
Hfleworth 5 “ perhaps of the happy man who 


will be honored with your fair hand on Thurf. 
day ?” 

** Nothing about it,” the replied; “ fo far 
from thinking ef a partner for myfelf, I can on- 
ly guefs—guefs—guefs, and all to no purpofe, 
who can be the maiden or the widow that con- 


fents, 
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fents, at fuch /hort notice, to lead up the ma- 
trimonial dance with my hobbling papa ?” 


“ Come, come, be more ferious, my little 
giddy friend,” faid the fage matron, “ his lord- 
{hip only threatens, . depend on it; he will never 
do fo filly an action. I beg you will think no 
more of it, but anfwer. me /oberly: 


“* Have you chofe your‘colour and your orna- 
ments? for Ihave told Sir, Frederick that me 
power upon earth fhalk make me: put of my 
ball.” 


“* Dear Madam,” returned Lady Ann, fhrug- 
ging her fhoulders, “ how fhould I chufe fis or 
ornaments ? Why, don’t you know I have not 
a.guinea in the world? Arthur. has taken all 
the contents of my purfe to Newmarket, from 
whence I expect but a doomfday account of - ei- 
ther my man or:my money ?” 


“ I beg your pardon,” ‘cried. the mother of 
that'man, “I fhall fend my people of bufinefs 
for your Ladyfhip’s orders, and muft hold my- 
felf for ever difobliged fhould you fpare any fort 
of expence, fuited to the daughter of Lord Ben- 
vour and the wife of Mr. Ifleworth.” 


Wohilft 
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Whilft Lady Ann returned thanks for this 
very broad commiffion, to derange, if poffible, 
the family affairs more than they were deran- 
ged before, fhe faw, from the window, Lord 
Clarence, indolently ftrolling down the {quare ; 
her hat was on—tfhe invited. Clarifla to go out 
with her, that, they might feize on him before 
he entered the houfe, and make him walk with 
them in-the garden. Mifs Ieworth would have 
difregarded Lady Ann’s invitation; but a look 
from her mother, indicating that her difplea- 
fure would be the confequence of a refufal, made 
her comply with the unpleafant requifition. 


CHAP. XXIll. 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS COTRASTED WITH 
CHEAP LIVING, 


Lapy ISLEWORTH was, in reality, more 
hurt than fhe appeared to be, when Sir Frede- 
rick withdrew fo abruptly from: the breakfaft 


table, not that fhe very much concerned her- 
felf 
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felf about the oceafion of his difpleafure, but, 
having, brought him into good humour, fhe 
did not like to fee him re-difcompofed, having 
always before her eyes the fear that he might 
relapfe into a fit of obftinacy, become unma- 
nageable, and force her to relinquifh the ball, 
now within eight days of completion 3—cruel 
misfortune! the more to be apprehended, . be- 
caufe fhe thought it probable, though extremely 
filly, that.he might conceive it too great a com- 
pliment paid to Lord Benvour, if they fhould 
make any extraordinary. parade on account of 
his daughter. “ Heaven help me!” cried the, 
“if he fhould take fuch a crotchet into his head, 
pofitively we are all undone!” and away fhe 
tripped, to prevent, if poffible, the threatened 


danger. 


She found the dreaded mafter of her revels in 
his ftudy: he was neither reading nor writing, 
but ftretched upon his back at full length, on 
three ftocls, which, far the greater bodily eafe, 
he had formed into a fort of fofa—his tortured 
mind rolling in agony, for which there could be 
invented no pofture of repofe—his eyes were clo- 
fed—his clenched hands refted on his forehead— 
and, as fhe entered the room, a groan faluted 
her ears, which might have been fuppofed to 


come from a difconfolate malefacter when taking 
his 
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bis laft view of the world, followed by an excla- 
mation fo furious, as greatly terrified, and had 
nearly driven her back, without endeavouring to 
eftablifh her purpofe; but it was foo latehe 


heard the door open, and demanded who was 
there ? 


“ Itis only ye,” faid his lady, gaining cou- 
tage. “ What, in the name of wonder! Sir 
Frederick, could make you frighten poor Lady 


Ann, by flying from us in fach an unaccountable 
manner £?’ 


“¢ Poor Lady Ann!” he retorted, lifting him- 
felf a little up, and refting on his elbow, “ poor 


indeed !—damn’d poor! Arthur has made a fine 
hand of it !’? ; 


“Pith! you love to look on the dark-com- 
plexioned fide of every thing: I with, like me, 
you would think that @// happens for the beft.” 


“* And I with, MJadam, you would explain 
how it can be for the beft, that J and my fami- 


ly fhould be beggared to maintain the coquet- 
iifh daughter of io 


RX ¢ 4 I 


dold! my dear,” cried her ladyfhip, “ on 
this {core I mu(? beg leave to interrupt you: La- 
dy 
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dy Ann is, without difpute, the mo elegant, 
mof? polite, mo/# accomplifhed woman that you or 
Ihave feen on the town fince we were firit mar- 
ried.” 


Lady Ifleworth did not always fpeak after a 
pattern; and fhe here made ufe of a phrafe feldom 
coupled with nodifty.. Sir Frederick caughtit up 
with ill-natured fpitefulnefs, and replied, “ I 
never heard that fhe had been on the town, but 
her talents and her poverty may bring her there 
at laft, and nota curfe fhall 1 care;—let Arthur 
look to that.” 


“© But why—why Sir Frederick will youyput 
yourfelf out of temper for trifles ? Ido proteft I 
have the Aigef opinion of Lady Ann; Iam /ure 
that fhe will rank with the very firft of fafbiona- 
ble wives; and Arthur may be the happze/? of 


\. 99 


hufbands, if it is not his ewa fault. 


“¢ Then,” replied he, fneeringly, ‘* your hope- 
ful offspring muft be of the camelion breed ; for, 


if he cannot live upen air, he muft be as mifera- 
blea dog as his father. Harkye, Madam !—if 
T lofe my election, as it is ten to one that I fhall, 
having no means left to fecure it, my mext ftep 
muft be to the Bench.” 


z God 
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* “ God forbid !”’ cried her ladyfhip, giving her 
voice the tone of alarm, whilft herface and her 
fmiles retained all their charming ftore of nancha- 
leuce, “ If you would be but a “ttle more rea- 
fonable, I could open fuch profpects to your view 
as would make you laugh at your own hy/erical 
fancies.” 


“* Could any thing excite me to mirth, it 
would be your folly, my dear. What, pray, is 
the raree fhow your ingenuity has prepared to 
cheat me out of my /enjes? Take care not to 
awaken my /farved hopes, unlefs you have folid 
food to give them when they are roufed.”’ 


** Well, and fo I have :—there is my ball !— 
you knowit is only four days to my ball !”? 


“ My Lady IMeworth!. do you call this oid 


comfort 2” 


“ Undoubtedly! for, if you are not difpofed to 
be pleafed with the ball it//f, yet the confequen- 
ces !—the confequences, my dear, muff delight 
you |” 

“* Ashow !” faid the Baronet, ftarting on his 
feet, and running to the window, to look after 
two handfome horfes, led by two grooms round 
the fquare. ** Curfe the fcoundrels !—I will fend 
them 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 159 


them tothe devil, for walking thefe creatures out 
of their ftable before the fweat can have taken 
effe& 1 He rung the bell furioufly—gave or- 
ders about his horfes, as if his mind was engaged 
on xo other fubject—and then afking his lady, 
who had not ceafed {peaking, why the did not 


proceed ? 


“ [have been talking without being heard 
Y ou was fo engrofled, my dear, with your grooms 
and your horfes, that you have ot attended to 
what I was faying about my Lord Clarence and 


Clarifla. 


< Do you really and truly believe it will ever 
be a match?” faid Sir Frederick, eagerly ; 
“ Let that but happen! Clarence is an honeft 
fellow, who will not fee me turned outof my bo- 
rough for want of money to fupport my intereft | 
Yet—now I recolle€t—how came you fo certain 
of the matter?. Why, it appears to me, that Cla- 
rence cares for no woman in the world but 


Arthur’s wife! 


“It is you, Sir Frederick, who have been 
miftaken, and 7 am in the right!” She then 
poured into his greedy ears fo pretty a love-tale, 
founded upon mifconftruGtion, and garni/bed with 


fable, that fhe completely impofed on his fhallow 
underftanding; 
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underftanding,. eftablithed her. own plans, reftor- 
ed him to god temper, and, when he met his fa- 
mily and friends at dinner, he was not the leat 
jocole of the joyous party. 


By fome chance or other, Lord Clarence, that 
day, deferted the fide of Lady Ann, and feated 
himfelf next to Mifs Ifeworth who alfo came in 
for a large portion of his civil {peeches, fo that 
every thing confpired ‘to keep up Sir Frederick’s 
newly acquired fpirits; and now he withed for 
Thurfday and the ball with as much avidity as. 
Eady Ifleworth: herfelf.. Lord Clarence, it was 
predetermined, would then throw off his mour= 
ning for one wife, and be the declared candidate 
for another;—in a few weeks after his daughter 
would. become a woman of quality ;—of courfe, 
that he fhould: borrow from his lordfhip five: 
thoufand pounds, to enfure his borough :—views 
fo captivating, whether confidered in the light: 
of ambition or convenience, completely fwallow- 
ed all remembrances of paft or prefent difficul-- 
ties. Even Mrs. Snug was: forgotten: fo that: 
the three fucceeding days galloped. along with 
feftive velocity, to overtake thofe travelling be- 
fore them with the fame poft-hafte.. 


That feet luxury of quiet, that harmony of: 
nothings, which at times and feafons are the hap- 
pieft moments of rationa/ Creatures, never pers 


vaded 
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vaded the houfe in Portman-fquare: there all 
was burry and riot: diffipation vanquifhed reft, 
and fleep could take no revenge on his foes, un- 
til “they were ran down by fatigue; when, 
in the full face of day they would fubmit to Ais 
fetters, merely to renovate their tired nature for 
new midnight orgies. 


Arthur, in his long abfence, had written no 
more than one {hort letter to Lady Ann, in which 
he told her a// his money was gone—that the 
muft fet about fqueezing mew fupplies out of the 
eld Peer—zthat the meeting would be over in two 
days—that he fhould then leave Newmarket on 
a fhooting party—zhat he could not pofitively fay 
when he fhould return home-—but hoped the 
would mean time divert herfelf with 475 mother 
and her vifitors; which charge fhe did not find 
it in her inclinations.to treat with negleét. 


The proje@ of recovering her jewels, which 
engendered on the turnabout brain of Lady Ifle- 
worth, as fhe furveyed their reprefentatives in 
her drefling-glafs, was now fettled into a regular 
fyftem, of {windling what fhe {till confidered as 
ber property out of the ufurer’s hands, by whom 
they were detained for value received. She 
knew him to be a man as fteady to his hours of 
doing bufinels, as znvariably fixed in the habit of 
always 


Va 
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always doing it to his own advantage. ‘The 
tranfactions of the day conftantly ended with him 
at nine in the evening: her ladyfhip therefore cail - 
ed at his door when fure that he would be at 
home and difengaged. 


Mr. Bateman received her with an aufterity 
of countenance, unlike the files of pleafure that 
ufed to gladden his canvas-coloured face on for 
mer confidential interviews. 


He was fmoking his little dry figure by the 
fide of two fticks and a coal, the chimney being 
curioufly conftruéted to prevent the waite of 
fuel—his fhrivelled limbs were wrapped in a 
dirty flannel gown, and his fhaking head invel- 
loped with a red worfted night-cap. 


Such was his fituation—/uch his appearance, 
when Lady Ifleworth, who would not have her 
arrival announced, followed a boy, as much in 
difhabille as his mafter, to the fandtum fanctorum 
of her prudent truftee. 


The heedlefs unconcern of her firft entré loft 
fomewhat of its original eafe, at finding herfelf 
very ceremonioufly accofted with— 


« Well, Madam, are you come to tell me that 
I am as greata fool in your opinion as lam 
thought 
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thought’ to be by your hufband?. Are you 
come to draw my teeth f—-that is, Do you 
mean. to perfuade me out of the only fecurity 
I have for the vaff fums of money my good 
nature has fupplied you with? [afk you my 
Lady, if, dike. Sir Frederick, you. expedt I 
fhall reign my truft to what, yet remains uncon- 
Jumed of my old friend your father’s hard earn- 
ed, #/J {pent riches? I tell you, Ph Lady, ; 
will do no /uch thing | Sol wifh your Ladythi 

a very good night. I have got a cold, as 
am going to bed—-fo I fay I with you, my La- 


}2? 


dy, a very good night! 


Lady Ifleworth had been filent to the end, 
that fhe might collect all her rhetoric into one 
point of eloquence, with which to combat his 
unpromifing {ufpicions. She liftened till he had 
done, without once interrupting his angry faluta- 
tion, or his more angry adieus,. But, feeing him 
about to fhuffle out of the room, exerting her- 
{elf to detain him, fhe explained the nature of 
Sir Frederick’s vifit fo much to her own advan- 
tage, as to make her intereft with the cent per 
cent mifer ftronger than ever. | 


It was now that confidence took place of dif- 
truft. “Her eyes flafhed good humour—her 


tongue was oiled with complacency—till fhe 
had 
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had actually talked him fo much out of his fen- 
fes, that, before they parted, the prevailed over 
his caution to truft her with her own jewels, 
to decorate, as fhe faid, the perfon of Mifs Ifle- 
worth, for ove night only—the night of nights ! 
—the night of her grand gala! but under pro- 
mife to have them delivered up the very next 
morning, which he calculated would be about 
eight and forty hours that thefe dear depofits 
would be out of his own pofleffion; for which 
indulgence he accepted the fmall premium of 
hity pounds, another debt to-be added. to her al- 
ready prolific lift of obligations. 


Never did woman make a better bargain, or 
man a worfe: yet both had their ends, and 
both were equally fatisfied—-The taker-in de- 
parted under the happieft of certainties, carry- 
ing with her the valuable cargo of her earthly 
treafures ;—-the taker-im remained behind, to grin 
at his imaginary good luck, and to hug himfelf 
on the probability that this might not be the /a/? 
occafion fhe would have for the-ufe of her 
jewels. 


Befides the natural fuggeftions of an extor- 
tioncr, he entertained others of a domeffic nature 
—one advantageous to the iacrea/e, and one to 
the fecurity of his wealth. 


The 
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_ The jewels had been borrowed for the exprefs 
purpofe of giving fplendor to Mifs Ifleworth’s 
appearance, and promoting her marriage with 
Lord Clarence; and Bateman defired any body’s 
alliance with that rusned family, rather than it 
fhould be united to his own; and, for reafons 
then only known to himfelf, but which we are 
now going to lay before our readers, he heartily 
willed fuccefs to her ladyfhip’s undertaking ; he 
would have done more—he would have given it 
all the fupport in his power, money excepted. 


CHAP. XKIV. 


A SHORT HISTORY. 


| In the middle {tage of his life, and irt the full 
tide of profperous fortune, Mr. Bateman inter- 
married with the younger branch of a noble 
houfe, which, tottering on its worm-eaten foun- 
dation, was glad to find a prop in fo wealthy a 
connection, 


“Befides 
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“My fon,” faid he, “ let the world fay what 
they pleafe of my parfimony, refpeé& you their 
opinions! If I am a mifer, they may defpife 
ine, becaufe they get nothing by my frugality: 
for the fame reafon you fhould honour me, be- 
caufe all I gain by my favings will be your’s in 
good time. I am not like mof? fathers, who 
plead poverty, to make their fons as gra: eco- 
nomifts as themfelves. J have {pared nothing on 
your education—I fhall fpare nothing on your 
pleafures. You area gentleman—I would have 
you live and fpend /ée a gentleman! There is 
but one folly that I xever will pardon: Marry 
to fatisfy my views, and, if I die to-morrow, 
you are mafter of half a million !—Marry to 
difpleafe me, and you area beggar! Once for 
all I tell you my mind, to avoid being peftered 
with /ove-tales in favour of any needy AG/s who 
may catch you-in her foi/s, and perfuade you 
that Jove bare-footed, is better than /ove in a. 


$9? 


coach and fix! 


With this folemn charge founding in his ears, 
Percival Bateman left the prefence of his father, 
to call on Lord Dunfton, his mother’s uncle, it 
being before agreed upon that they fhould go 
that night to the opera, where the tempter to 
evil threw a ftumbling block in the way of poor 
Percival, which, if it did not abfolutely break 
the 
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Befides being a womanof fafhion, Mrs. Bate- 
man was endowed with fo much beauty, toge- 
ther with fo many amiable qualities, that, as 
long as the lived, fhe not only maintained her 
empire over the heart of her hufband, but, by 
watching the growth of avarice, and endea- 
vouring to root it from his mind, his character 
acquired a fort of temporary refpectability, which 
lafted no longer than herfelf: at her death, the 
ill feeds of a narrow difpofition’ fprung up in 
their uative foil, and over ran every liberal idea 
which fhe, with perfevering diligence, delighted 
to cultivate. 


One fon was the only folace of his widow- 
hood, and to enrich him, by every poffible 
means, his on/y purfuit. He followed the gol- 
den phantom of gain, not through the paths by 
which probity would have brought him, though 
more jlowly, to the haven of his purpofe, but 
obtained it by a nearer cut—by ftriking into a 
road where honefty never travelled, and by gal- 
loping over the neceffities of the necefitous, or 
turning them tohis ow” account, he helped him- 
felf along in fo fpeedy a manner, that he greet- 
ed his fon with this remarkable {peech, on the 
day which completed the eighteenth year of his 
age, | 


co 
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the neck of all filial obedience, very much diflo- 
cated his will to perform that part of which de- 
pended more on his heart than his duty. 


Fathers and Cupid are ever at variance. -Old 
Bateman’s fovereign contempt of his godfhip’s 
management, in fometimes coupling a youth, fa- 
mous for his riches, with a maiden famous for 
her lack of them, the mortified deity, confcious 
that he /eldom plays thefe mifchievous pranks, 
and never but in fport, indignantly refolved to 
revenge on the fon the fins. of his father, and 
that very night threw all his fpirited effence into 
the lovely blue eyes of the young Clariffa: his 
arrows he dipped in lucid poifon, and hurled 
them at the devoted Perceval, who, it may be 
remembered, cried out, on her firft coming into 
the box, “ What a phenomenon! Modefty 
unites with vivacity, and fenfibility has joined 
itfelf with infantine graces, to form that adora- 


>? 


ble creature 

The image of her charms, at this early period, 
fo fondly imprefled, his imagination, as to 
make her the fubject of his praife on all occafi- 
ons—even in the prefence of his father; who, 
taking the alarm which the warmth of his ex- 
preffions juftified, demanded to know the fitua- 


tion of his heart; and with fo much cunning 
addrefs 
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addrefs he managed the inquiries, as cheated 
his fon into the fulleft confeffion of his very na- 
tural fentiments for the young lady, and drew 
from the oid gentleman an irrevocable denuncia- 
tion of wrath, fhould he ever think of a ferious 
connection with any daughter of Lady Iile- 
worth’s. But, notwithftanding all the precaution 
be could fuggeft, and that his fon was far 
enough removed out of the way of temptation 
when her ladyfhip made her laft vifit, yet he 
could not help rejoicing that there appeared a 
certainty of Clarifla’s being difpofed of before 
his fon’s return to Europe, thereby cutting off 
all poffible contingencies hereafter. 


Should my readers be diffatisfied with this 
narrow {ketch of a narrow mind, 1 hope to 
bring them into good humour with me again, 
by running after Lady Ifleworth, and difclofing 
more of the family fecrets, it being an eftablithed 
fad, that one neighbour dearly loves to know 
how another neighbour thrives. 


When people carve thrivingly for themfelves, 
they {corn to be the flaves of opinion, or ftop in 
the progrefs of their purfuits, any more than 
did the wife of Sir Frederick, who, by vouch- 
ing and yarnithing, againft all good faith and 
honor, having impofed on the Limpofer-ceneral to 
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truft the jewels in her hands, carried them no 
further than to a friend of her own, who fhe 
knew to have lately had a good run at play, was 
fluth of money, and would accommodate her 
wants on immoderate terms of intereft, fuppofing 
the fecurity to be anfwerable fourfold for the 


fum demanded. 


Seven thoufand pound had been the original 
purchafe of the coftly gems, on which fhe could 
obtain no more than fix hundred, befides liqui- 
dating a debt of honor: the a mount of which 
altogether, left what may be called the foul’s ef- 
fence of old Bateman in pledge for a round thou- 


fand. 


She longed to buy a thoufand things on her 
way home, particularly the pawn-broker’s watch, 


t 


which had before fo much ftruck her fancy as a 
proper prefent to Lady Ann; but it bemg late 
before the negociation terminated, fhe was for- 
ced to fufpend her intentions till the next day.— 
The fhops were all fhut—a difappointment from 
which there could be no appeal. In her fhort 
drive the made out’a lift of articles to be bought 
on the following morning, equally ufeful with 
the watch of her idolatry: the only omitted 
memorandums were—the demands of the curate’s 
wife, and thofe of her two exiled daughters. 


Brifkly 
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Brifkly entering her houfe between eleven 
and twelve, fhe gaily tripped to the drawing 
room, and had the exquifite felicity of finding 
her faro-table already arranged, crouded round 
by an hoft of 
fome part of every night to the amufement, as 
they faid, of Lady Ann; it being agreed, by 
general confent, that fhe mu/? confine herfelf to 
domeftic enjoyments, till fhe could enter into the 
world by the beaten path of prefentation, 


* 


recious friends; who devoted 
3 


Lady Ifieworth drew out her purfe, threw 
her gold on the table, and began cocking her 
card, with an avidity which prevented her from 
obferving, that neither Lady Ann, Clariffa, or 
Lord Clarence, made up the aflembly. Some 
add queftions, afked in an odd manner,. by a 
round fhouldered witchified old woman of qua- 
lity, who never opened her lips, except to 
make a paflage for the bilious conceptions of her 
acid difpofition, might have roufed her attenti- 
on, could any thing have -withdrawn. it from 
her ftake-and her card.—“ Pray, Madam,” fhe 
fpitefully afked, “ have you brought Mr. Ifle- 
worth to his fenfes? Is poor Lady Ann reco- 
vered? And what, I beg to know, is. become 


of Sir Frederick and my Lord Clarence ? 


H 2 “ Oh, 
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“& Oh, that dear nine of diamonds!” ex- 


claimed her ladyfhip, “ it is always my friend; 
I fhould have been ruined long ago, but for that 
divine card!’ She {wept a confiderable fum 
into her pool: then, turning to her ingusftive 
neighbour, anfwered her enquiries as deaf peo- 
ple pretending to hear would have anfwered 
them. 


“ Really I do not know when to expect Mr. 
Ifleworth-—Lady Ann is mightily fatished— 
Yes, yes, Madam, to a certainty Gord “Sla- 
rence will come back to us again.” 


Arthur entered, with Lady. Ann leaning on 
his arm, ju(t as his mother pronounced the 
lafl word. “ Well,” faid he, drawing near the 
table, with a half fatisfied half doubeful air, 
«¢©] am come to make my peace with you all: 
J was in acurfed paffion, and beg pardon that 
the effeéis of it fhould difturb you—not that I 
think myfelf much to blame neither.” 


Here he was interrupted by her ladyfhip’s 
afking, in atone of furprife, how long he had 
been returned, and what he had done to offend 
her company? 


« What 
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«< What any other hufband would have done,”’ 
he teplied, “ who had caught fo handfome a 
fellow as a Clarence at the feet of his wife !” 


“ Impoffible !” cried Lady Ifleworth, ‘ you 
muft have been miitaken.” 


“ No, no; I fhall acquit the blunderer my- 
felf,” retorted his unabafhed rib, “ as far as ap- 
pearances can acquit him. It is guzte certain, 
that when he abruptly broke in upon us, I had 
retired to the next room with Clarence: he did 
alfo find that woe-begone widower /prawling at 
my feet; but his fighs (ill-bred wretch as he 
was) were tributary to Arthur’s /ifer, and not 
to Arthur’s wife; he only wanted me to be his 
advocate with Clariffa. / was extremely angry 
with your fon for making fuch a noi/e about the 
matter: but, having fince explained it to the 
fatisfaction of all parties, his lordthip is juft 
now in the act of being prefented with all due 
forms by Sir Frederick as an accepted lover 3: fo: 
no doubt they will be as happy as lovers gene-~ 
rally are on fuch fort of felemnities. 


This. public declaration of Lord Clarence’s 
intention was received by [Lady ifleworth with 
joyful exclamations, bordering on thelanguage 
of folly. From the reft of the party it met 
~wita 
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with that fort of tiffue reception which is com- 
pofed of incredulous {miles, i//-diffembled envy, 
and worfe aéted participation of a conceited mo- 
ther’s exultations, who, quite intoxicated, caught 
at the founds of congratulation, without percei- 
ving that they iffued from the fource of infince- 
rity, and that not one, at /ea/f of her female 
vuefts, but would rather had heard Lady Ann 
was detected in that amour they were all very 
fure the was carrying on with Lord Clarence, 
than that “he fhould fcreen her reputation, by 
railing Mifs Mleworth to the rank of his coun- 
tefs, 


‘The chagrin of fome, on this doubly mortify- 
ing occafion, was only expreffed, though in 
ftrong enough characters, by a feroll which the 
finger of difcontent had written on their fea- 
tures, whil:t others confined their feelings to a 
freer, afhrug, or a whifper, fo as to be clearly 
underftood, except by the old woman who firft 
addrefied Lady Ifleworth with queftions about 
her family, and fhe bluntly declared it to be the 
moft extraordinary well managed affair that had 
ever happened within her obfcrvation. . 


CHA P. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


THE MIDNIGHT CONFERENCE. 


1 
no more that night in the drawing-room of his 
mama e/eé?; but, after the lover-like interview 
was over, and which, in his then ftate of per- 
plexity, was fhortened to the mere limits of de- 
cency, he adjourned ‘to his own houfe, there to 
confider what dangers are attendant on propen- 
fities to ilicit gallantries, and to caft up the 
fum total of all the penalties he was likely to 
pay for having ¢0o much indulged them. 


One friend, the confidant of his lordfhip’s 
penchant for Mifs Ifleworth from its earlie/? pe- 
riod, and who alone was privy to his change 
of fentiments in favour of Lady Ann, now oc- 
curred to ‘his recollection as the ov/y perfon to 
whom he could apply for confolation or advice, 
To this friend he difpatched a fhort note, con- 


taining only the following words. 


“ Dear 


7796 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


‘© Dear Col. dead or live let me fee you, the 
“inftant you get my fummons! Vifhing in 
“troubled waters, 1am foufed over head and 
“‘ears, Marriaze is the wordt Come -and 
‘* drag me out, or I fhall be fuffocated !” 

The fervant who carried this curious billet, 
was ordered to find Sir James Collington, where- 
ver he might be; and fo adreitly he executed 
his commiffion, that after fearching two hours, 
in houfes of all defcriptions, for this every where 
well-known man of pleafure, about half an hour 
after midnight he came up with him at a noted 
receptacle for idle young men, who have nothing 
in‘purfuit but their cw» deftru@ion. 


Sir James opened the mandate which com- 
manded him to break from the joyous circle, 
who were that night to have fupped at his ex- 
pence, and without ftaying to digeft thecontents, 
he bid the waiter get him a hackney coach—— 
recommended the company to make themfelves 
merry in his abfence—fwore that he was going 
to meet a woman of quality at her own apart- 
ment, whofe partiality for him could be only 
equalled by the adoration paid to her celeftial 
charms from a/l the reft of mankind—could not 
fay when he would be able to return—hoped it 
would not be later than two—-but, fhould he be 


detained 


a | 
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detained beyond that time, infifted on their fit- 
ting down to table, and depend on his joing | 


them at his firft leifure. 


A coach ftopped atthe door—he leaped into 
it without further ceremony—and foon found 
himfelf, not in the prefence of his beautiful in- 
cognito, but in the apartment-of Lord Clarence, 
who, tired with pacing up and down, impati- 
ent at the delay of his meffenger, and’not know- 


ing what to do with his own reflections, had jutt 


began a fecond noteto-Sir James, who, he con-- 


cluded, muft have gone into the country, whe- 
ther he intended to fend it by exprefs.s. At this 
critical moment Sir James ftood before him, and 
his fpirits-revived at fight of fo well-tried a 
champion, ia whom he confided to extricate him 


out of the horrible involvement into which he- 


had precipitately tumbled. - 


No lawyer, compofing ‘for the infpeCtion of 


his couxfel, could be more tedioufly prolix in pre- - 


paring his» brief, than was the Earl of Clarence - 


in fhowing his complaint to the earof friendthip. . 


We fhall not follow him in all his repetztions, 
but juft borrow fo much from the matter and 
manner as will lead us, by the light of hisown 


language, and through a fhorter path, to the very / 


marrow of his grievances. 


Hea. : He :: 


re 
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He began with bitterly inveighing againft his 
evil deftiny 5 firf, that it had made him fenfible 
to the charms of Mifs Ifleworth, ata time when 
his paffions were more deeply taken in by the 
feeming infurmountable bar which oppofed their 
gratification; and next, that it had decoyed him 
into retirement, where he could find no other em- 
ployment than to nurfe his curfed romantic ideas, 
and fit him for the part of fool and knave, which 
he lal fince a&ted, fo much to his ew confufion. 
““T never till now,” faid the defponding Peer, 
‘Sconfidered the death of my wife as a misfor- 
tune; but henceforward that event will put on 
another complexion.. She was paflive, obedient, 
unrefifting—I could /ead or drive her as it fuited 
my purpofe or my. inclinations.” 


A loud Jaugh from Sir James interrupted the 
paffionate eulogium he pronounced on the merits 
of his defunét lady. “ I thought,” faid his 
friend, “* you had fent for me to help you out 
with the /iving, and not to hear your lamentation 
over the dead! What is it you mean, my Lord ? 
Explain how it happens that the Ifleworths have 
drawn you into ¢heir net; for, by the contents 
of your note, I can underftand nothing plainer 
than that you have -promifed to marry their 
daughter ;—laft night you {wore to renounce the 


idea of this connection.’ 
And 
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“ Aud renounce it I wil//’? interrupted his 
lordfhip,. ‘* if there yet remains a probability of 
efcaping their damned machinations. The devil 
take Arthur, and the whole race of blockheads 
from. which he is defcended !’” 


“ Have a care,’ cried Sir James,. “ in bid- 
ding the devil take the hufband, that you difen- 
gage his wife from the contract; for,. if I fpell 
right, you will not be fo ready to refign her as 
you are to give away poor Arthur—and you know 
they are one flefh to all intents and purpofes i 


“© That is as it may be,” replied Lord Cla» 
rence; **1 am not the firft man, if I fhould be 
fo inclined, who, in fuch cafes, have fplit the mat- 
ter, without confounding the /ubfance. But all 
this hap-hazard converfation.is nothing to the 
point. Iam involved: and, when I have told 
you how deeply,.either fhew me a way to get: 
out, or fhoot me through the head. In two 
words, I will wot live for Clariffa, but am ready 
to. die for Lady Ann!” 


_ «Enough !”” faid his friend; “ fay on, and 
we will fee what can be done to ferve and fave- 
you.” 


His 
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His lordthip, thus encouraged, began as follows. 
“Ido not know bow it is, but'f have taken up 
an averfion to Mifs Meworth, infinitely ftronger 
than my former partiality for the fame object, and 
this dilike has increafed on every intervrew with 
her fafiuatiug fifter-in-law ! It happened this 
evening, that by fome confounded chance or 
other, I followed Arthur’s wife, as fhe retreated 
from the company, to an adjacent apartment. 
We were alone: fhe divinely kind—and I, the 
moft enamoured of men, had fallen at her feet 
in an ecftacy of gratitude, when the door burft 
open, andinrufhed her favage hufband! I fele 
abafhed, but tried to look fturdy ;—Lady Ann 
flew to meet him, without betraying furprife or 
confcioufnefs ; and, for the firft time, I found 
my prowe/s ftimulated by the fuperior courage 


“of a woman! The interloper, with a ghaftly 


grin of a defance, pufhed the elegant creature 
from his.arms, and, without uttering a word, ran 
furioufly back to thofe female devils, who, I'll 
be fworn, had filled his empty head with furmifes 
on our quittiug their humdrum party to enjoy a 
comfortable téte-a-téte. What he faid to thofe 
incarnates on finding us together, I do not 
know; but we heard his diftant voice, likea 
whirlwind, that {wept all other founds before it. 
To make fhort of the ftory—Juft as my divine 
miftrefs had thought me the only leffon which 
could 
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could be tranflated to her advantangee, Arthur, 
reinforced by the prefence of his father, obtruded 
himfelf a fecond time; and both were advancing 
towards me with the hafty fteps of menacing 
heroes, when, without permitting them leifure 
to accufe me, accordingly to Lady Ann’s hattily 
preconcerted plan, I do/d/y demand Sir Frede- 
rick’s confent to addrefs his daughter, pretend- 
ing that | owed her ladyfhip’s condefcenfion, in 
allowing mea private audience, to her deiire of 
promoting my happinefs, which wholly depended 
on Mifs Ifleworth’s good opinion, and to my ear- 
neft folicitation, that fhe would grant me her 
attention for a few moments, to deciare my fen- 
timents, as well as to implore 4er intereft. “The 
beft player cn the ftage cannot perform to his 
own advantage, except he is well feconded. I 
was wonderfully fupported by the abilities of 
my heroine; and our jorms endeavours produced 
fach an effect on the credulity of our auditors, 
that before a quarrel began peace was eftablifhed. 
Arthur, ifhe had any remaining doubts, prudent- 
ly put them in his pocket; he embraced his 
wife, and fhook me heartily by the hand; whilft 
the Baronet, as if by infpiration he had fufpected 
the facrifice I made was nota voluntary one, 
dragged me from the gralp of his fon, and, with 
athoufand fixe {peeches of the hexeur done to 
himfelf, bis family, and I know not what—of 


td 
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my great goodnefs—hurried me through the 
apartment occupied by the faro-players, to Cla- 
riffa’s drefing-room—fent for her to attend him 
there—and, having prefented me as- her future 
hufband, left us together. We were both filly 
enough on the occafion:>£ made love without 
paffion, and /he received it without attention. 
The fcene was hort, yet fufficiently tedious ; and 
I broke from it to confult yav, on meafures to 
diffolve an engagement which, at all hazards, L 


am determined never to ratify.” 


“¢ And what will you give an honeft fellow to 


take her off your hands ?”? faid. Collington.”’ 


‘¢ The thing is impoffible !”? replied his lord- 
fhip, ‘fhe is the vaineft prude in nature !— 
Cold, infenfible, unfeeling,. the extreme reverfe 
of Lady 4an, or I might: ftill have loved her as 
L once did, almoft to madnefs 5. for,.in the arti- 
cle of beauty, I confefs. fhe exceeds all. the wo- 
men in the. world,. but. zafendility / —curfed in- 


fenbility !” 


‘6 In fpite of fall you can fay to.deter me from 
making the experiment,” returned Sir James, 
“ [ am willingto rifk any fum you pleafe on my 
perfonal fuccefs with this cold-hearted fair one. 


What fay you. toa bet of five hundred that I will 
not 
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not rid you of the incumbrance, without your 
having any further trouble in the affair?” 

“ Done !’? cried his lordfhip, ‘¢ provided a 
fingle claufe be admitted, that, though you ac- 
complifh what you propofe, if my accefs to the 
idiot family is cut off by ‘your manceuvring, you 
pay the forfeit of a bungler.” 


This laft propofition being agreed to, and the 
fpirits of Lord Clarence much recruited, he was 
eafily prevailed on to accompany his friend back 
to the tavern, where we drop them for the pre- 
fent, to wafte thofe hours in play or intoxication 
which, I hope, my wifer male readers are dedicat- 
ing to the more natural purpofes of repofe from 
the labours of ‘diffipation. Pleafant dreams and 
{oft flumbers wait upon them ! 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


AN EXECUTION.—NOT AT NEWGATE! 
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EW 
} ASHIONABLE involvements admit few 
reprefentations of fail life. “The author, the rea- 


der, 


184 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


der, and the actor, are here all upona par, forced 
to buftle along through the crowd of changes and 
chances, which every body muft know, by expe- 
rience or hear fay, to be extremely troublefome, 
though extremely natural. 


Error has its origin—evil its confequences. 
Folly is the parent of luxury; and the evil of 
being in debt twice as much as a man can pay, 
is followed up by confequences which might be 
called difgraceful, did not indulgent cuftom 
bronze over the features of /bame, and call them 
by the fofter appellation of difficulties. 


For feveral days preceding her grand gala, 
Lady Ifleworth had kept the wheels of her car- 
riage in confrant motion, driving from door to 
coor among{t her numerous acquaintance, -to re- 
inforce the fplendor.of her appearance. by all the 
finery fhe could colle& for the occafion, and 
feldom returned without a lading of. valuable 
plate or china, to eke out her own rather fcan- 
ty provifion in thefe articles. “his planof mak- 
ing our neighbours convenient is by no means 
derogative to the bighe/? conditions, or our lady 
of ten would not have adopted it. We term 
this borrowing fyftem a local taxation; by means 
of which, on the morn of exhibition, if Sir 
Frederick could not be called a rich man, it 
might 
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might have been faid bis houfe was abundantly 
fiored with the riches of other people. 


Lady Ann’s no lefs political than public decla- 
ration of Lord Clarence having made propofals 
for an union with Mifs Ifleworth, was better re- 
ceived than digefted by the fare party: their feli- 
Citations were not {pared, neither were their opi- 
nions foaken. Indeed, what is there in nature 
fo difficult to eradicate, as certain uxfavourd- 
ble impreffions, when ftarsped on hearts which 
are moulded by malice for its own everlafting 
habitation? OF courfe every tongue, authorifed 
to fpread abroad the good fortune of Mifs Iile- 
worth, thought irfelf equally intitled to admrre 
her ladyfhip’’s addrefs, who could /o adroitly take 
care of her wa fame, and fo handfomely cater for 
the intereft of her hufband’s family. 


Two fuch reports, walking about town ‘hand 
in hand, were, as foon as they could be fet on 
foot, readily admitted into every circle of noto- 
riety. But, had the marriage come alone, I cane 
not afcertain the degree of pleafure it might have 
carried with it, or the credit it might have 
obtained—lI can only announce, that the exalta- 
tion of eve woman being coupled with the defa- 
mation of another, gave to the whole an exqui- 
fite relith, highly gratifying to fuch palates as 
love 
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love to gorge on tainted reputations ; and fo gree- 
dy is this fort of cannibal appetite, that before the 
ladies in Portman-{quare were reacy for vifitors, 
every avenue was crowded with earriages,. driv- 
ing at full fpeed, as if the fair miftrefS of each 
vied with the other which fhould be firf to carry 
their compliments of congratulation to AZ/s 
Lfeworth, and to take the exaé? meafure of Lady 
Ann’s countenance. 


«“ Not at home!” 


“ Mortifying anfwer !—How queer ! —Deny 
themfelves after fo decided a declaration !” Thefe 
exclumations, though uttered by the lady whofe 
coachman, having the whip hand of many other 
competitors, had brought her firft to the door, 
were fo much to the fame purpofe with thofe who 
followed and received the fame reply, that, with- 
out having recourfe to repetition, 1 fhall fuffer 
them to turn from the door, and follow the por- 
ter into the houfe, there to defcribe a fcene of 
confufion, much more unpleafant than uncom- 
mons 


The old man’ who had taken cards from the 
different footmen carried them no farther than 
his -own hall, where, laying them carelefsly on 
the window-bench, he afked his fellow fervants, 


as 
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as they fauntered about with all the eafe of un- 
concerned fpectators, if they were not afhamed 
of themfelves, to fee their mafter and lady m 
trouble, yet look as if they did not care how they 
got out of it? “ For my part,” added he, “ though 
I have not lived with them paffing a twelve- 
month, yet my heart is ready to break, when I {ee 
all thefe here fine goods taken to -- Every 
thing mutt be fold, I fuppote ; for I have heard 
fay, though you cannot catch a parliament man, 


c 


you may lay hold of whatever belongs to him.” 


Sir Frederick’s valet bid him be comforted. 

“ My friend,” faid he, “your lamentations are all 
prejudice of education. Had you lived inas inany 
great families as J have had the enour to ferve, 
you would regarda trifle of this fort no more 
than J do. Lord help you, poor man! I dare 
fay you expect we are to cry an auction—pay eur 
debts—difcharge our fervants—~lock up ew doors 
wand run naked into the country! No fuch 
thing, honeft. David !—-no’ fuch thing | Such 
may be your old-fa/bioned way of proceeding ; but 
now times are altered—very much altered, Mr, 

David! we rather confider it a mark of diffine- 

tion, fomething that fets’ ws above the vulgar, to 

have it faid we have more executions in our houfe 

than the Duke of —————, the Earl of ————, or 

my Lord ——. I fay David, the deeper we are tn 
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David fhook his head, and the orator was put 
to filence by the ringing of his mafter’s bell— 
a fummons which he flew to obey with fuch un- 
ufual alacrity, as almoft to convince David him- 
felf there muft be fomething very honourable 
im an execution. « 


When we come to take a view of the internal 
apartments, that inimitable fcene, fo beautifully 
defcribed in Venice Preferved, does not exactly 
ftand reprefented in ail its parts: yet we fhall 
find enough of fimilarity between the circum- 
ftances of Jaffer and Sir Frederick, to make us 
fubfcribe our faith to the general opinion, that 
thofe poets furpafs all other poets, who never 
turn afide from the ftraight,path of nature, to 
enrich their felection of fweets by the flowers of 
improbability, 


Here ftood the furly bull dogs of the law, lording 
it over the mafly piles of plate; mot of Sir Fre- 
derick’s plate on/y, becaufe many were. the fami- 
lies who helped to raife it. But xo diftinCtion 
of property could be allowed; juftice had feiz- 
ed on all. Shall we look farther for the gen- 
tle Belvidera, to give our picture the finifhing 
likenefs? The fearch would be in vain: it 
cannot be found in the ftreaming eyes, folded 
hands, .paffionate acclamations, or bewildered 
looks of Lady Ifleworth. 


On 
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On the contrary, no body appeared more for- 
tiled againit diftrefs, or more bufy in averting 
its confequences, than her ladyfhip. “The moun- 
tain of filver, on which the officers of reftraint 
had laid their rapacious gripe, in ber pleafant 
ideas, feemed: only of value as neceflary to the 
{plendor of her evening entertainment. After 
much entreaty, and more /o/id argument filently 
adminiftered, this point being fettled to her fatis- 
faction, fhe not only remained quiet herfelf, but 
permitted the guardians of her own and neigh- 
bours effects guietly to make out their inventory, 
and refreth themfelves with the very beft her 
houfe afforded. 


This: unfortunate accident happened at the 
inftigation of a certain coach-maker, who was 
honoured with fupplying carriages for the family 
ufe upwards of fourteen years, and, in the pre- 
fent ftate of bufinefs, his bill amounted to feven 
thoufand five hundred pounds! ‘ But what is 
that,” cried the compofed matron of the manfi- 
on, “to our profpects? Is not our daughter 
foon to be a countefs? Has not our fon marri- 
ed into a noble family? Are not our other 
girls all handiome ?—May they not expect to 
do as well as their fifter? Come, come, Sir 
Frederick, I fee this foolifh affair of the execu- 
tion frets you! It is mighty ridiculous that it 


fhould 
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fhould give any fort of vexation, when I fe 
clearly prove every thing to be going on in the 
beft poffible train of aggrandizement for: our- 
felves and our children. I wiib,’’ continued fhe, 
“ you would leave off that ugly cuftom, my dear, 
of. trotting up and down the room, . biting your 
nails, and counting your fingers, when one is 
{peaking to you on matters of confequence, it 
has fuch an appearance of inattention. 


. © Seven thoufand five hundred pounds!” re- 
peated Sir Frederick, for the fiftieth time of 
repetition. —“ If you expect, Madam, that I 
fhould liften to any thing you can propofe, firft 
tell me how this debt is to be difcharged, and let 
it be your zext confideration how we are to fup- 
port the future.” 


“© There is no earthly occafion for thinking 
how the debt is to be paid till to-morrow! The 
people who have taken poffeffion will be no hin- 
drance to our appearance this evening. J haye 
fettled it with them already: three of, the beft 
looking are engaged to carry round refrefhments ; 
and, as we are obliged to hire fuch fort of atten- 
dants, it will rather be a convenience, than 
otherwife, that thefe men fhould officiate.” 


« Their 
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“ Their fervices will not be wanted: you 
muift, Lady Ifleworth, put off your company, 
or get rid of this curfed execution before it has 
taken air. To be expofed is to lofe Lord Cla- 
rence; for, though he may be difpofed to marry 
our daughter, he might not be difpofed to con- 
nect himfelf with our poverty.” 


“© You are fo far right,” replied her ladythip, 
fomewhat piqued at the infinuation ; I agree, it 
would be beit he fhould know nothing of the 
matter, or indeed any other body. We want 
no intermeddlers in our affairs: and how in the 
woild /hould it take air, except by your ill-di- 
gefted plan of putting off the company, which 
I pofitively never will confent to!” 


Something more than a defultory converfation 
now took place between this fathionable pair: 
Sir Frederick was loud, and my lady no lefs 
violent. It /Aa//, and it fhall not be a ball, was 
the fhuttlecock argument, which neither of 
them would Jet fall from the ground; till, both 
tired of the game, each propofed a different ex- 
pedient to terminate the battle, without either 
being the -lofer.”’ 
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It was firft propofed by Lady Ifleworth, that, 
to make an houourable peace, and decide all dif- 
ferences, Arthur fhould be called upon to join 
his father in cutting off the entail, which fhe 
could not confider but as mere lumber to him, 
as well as to themfelves; by which means a 
Jarge fum would be fpeedily obtained; and, 
when divided, would ferve their own prefent ex- 
igeneies, and enable Arthur, with the other 
moiety, to take an elegant houfe, and to fix 
Lady Ann’s eftablifoment proportionate to her 
guality, ‘In the mean time,” continued fhe, 
“ as you are, my dear, fo pofitive about get- 
ting thefe people out of the houfe, I fhall have 
no objection to try my intereft with old Bate- 
man; and, perhaps, when he hears that Arthur 
is reafonable, he may be wrought upon to ac- 
commodate us’with the paltry fum about which 
we have been debating.” 


«“ No,” replied Sir Frederick, “ neither of 
thefe applications are promifing. Bateman is 
an incorrigible blockhead, and Arthur zever will 
comply! Ihave made him the moft liberal of- 
fers, and he has refufed them all.” 


“« Well, 
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“ Well, that is*ftrange! I nevertheard any 


thing fottrange! There is no accounting for 


the boy’s folly, except he has already fold his 
reverfionary right to. the Jews:-it is the only 
pardonable caufe he can poflibly affign for his 
want of obedience.” 


“Tt does not fignify to us what are his rea- 
fons,” faid Sir Frederick, peevithly; “but I 
tell you I have afked him, and he will not do it.” 


«“ Monftrous !” exclaimed the lady: ‘So I 
am not to receive my company, becaufe he chofes 
to be refraftory, and you cruelly join with him 
to difappoint me, merely for the fake of contra- 
diction! Pray, Sir, what is there fo unfafhion- 
able in an execution that you fhould defire to 
conceal it at the expence of common good man- 
ners? Are not a// the firft families in town in- 
vited? Have I not been at a world of trouble 
in collecting them? And do you wifh I fhould 
put them off, only becaufe there are barliffs in 
the houfe? A mighty pretty excufe, truly ! 
A charming fubject, indeed, for a flyabout card 
to difinvite people! Sir Frederick, no; I cannot 
fubmit to degrade my independent confequence, 
however you may behumbled in your fentiments 
by the impertinence of a pitiful mechanic.” 

War. f. [ ec if 
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“ If you difpoflefs me entirely of dignity,” 
faid Sir Frederick, fmiling at her impetuofity, 
<< T hope, my dear, you will allow my patience 
has not fuffered diminution. And, now that | 
{uppofe you to have faid all that can be fuid: on 
your fide of the argument, let it be my turn to 
fpeak, and, if poflible, reftore myfelf to your 
favourable opinion.” 


« Nothing is fo eafy,” fhe replied; only fay 
you will not infift that the ball fhall be put off, 
and we are.the beft friends, in the world.” 


“Nothing is farther from my intention, La- 
dy Mleworth, than to make you uneafy. Even 
in your fit of anger, which would not fuffer 
you to. fpare me, I was all the time devifing 
means to gratify your inclinations, without do- 
ing violence to my own unalterable determina- 
tion to have no mixture in our evening’s enter- 
tainment; it muft be a ball and xo bailiffs, -or 
bailiffs and no ball.” ; 

« Oh, how you leve to torment me, when 
my heart us already buriting with fufpence ! 
Pity my agony, and fay that it fhall be the for- 
mer. . Dear Sir Frederick, have you. really 
thought 
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thought on any /ort of plan by which this. odzous 
debt can be difcharged ?” 

Why, yes; and it is built on the founda- 
tion of certain expreffions which juit now for- 
tunately happened to fall from your own lips, 
when you talked of your independent confe- 
quence: the lucky phrafe brought to my me- 
mory, that if you was inclined to barter that 
independence for prefent accommodation the. 


thing might be done.’’ 
“ What! immediately ?” 
VV nat! imme iately 


“ This day—this very, hour, I will bring you 
a purchafer, who is ready to pay down feven 
thoufand pounds, provided we jointly make over 
to him our' life intereft in your feparate property, 
to which agreement your truftees allent is unne- 


ceflary.” 


« Well, and why don’t you fend for this aneel 
f a man, without Jofing a moment’s time ?” 
cried Lady Ifleworth, with as much eagernefs 
as if this angel of a man was to have made 
them a free gift of the feven thoufand eu 
inftead of taking from them fifteen hundred < 
year. 


he “ Since 
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“ Since you confent, I fhall difpatch a note 
to bring him inftantly,” faid Sir Frederick ; “ but 
have you confidered well, and are you fure you 
have your own approbation for the ftep to which 


392 


I am leading you! 


« Approbation !” repeated her ladyfhip, “ how 
can you afk the queftion? It has. my: whole 
ftock of approbation, or I fhould be quite as 
great an idiot as Arthur.” 


Pleafed that his bird had flown to the net; 
Sir Frederick difpatched fuch a billet to [faac 
Tfaac as his Lady highly extolled, protefting 
fhe was now fure all impediments would be re- 
moved, and they fhould go on as well as.ever. 
Ab! reader, can you form ey idea how well 
that mu/? be? 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


A LITTLE OF EVERY: BOD. 


Miss ISLEWORTH, being flightly indif- 
pofed with a cold, and having gone to reft at a 
very late hour, was ftill. fleeping; though her 

aid, eager to fpread the news of what vifi- 
tors were Bis: had often been peeping through 
her curtains, hoping fhe fhould-be the firft to- 
rehearfe the confufion below ftairs; but Cla- 
rifla was dreaming of her lover, and all her Abi-- 
gail’s little devotion. to break the charm were 
ineffectual. 


Arthur Ifleworth had not-been home the pre- 
ceding night. He was, when a fingle man, 
particularly partial'to. the comforts of a tavern, 
and, fince his marriage, he had abated nothing 
of that habitual partiality. 


Lady Ann Ifleworth, far from indulging any” 
thing like difcontent at her. hufband’s noCturnak” 


flights, only regretted. that. decorum reftrained 
herr 
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her from indulging in the fame frolickfome 
amufements. But, not to come much behind 
sand in purfuit of pleafures authorifed by cuftom, 
ha as morning carries no fufpicion on its open 
countenance, fhe had fore, at an a hour, 
inted to meet Lord Cian in.the Green 
“ ‘ 


a 
f 
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put to fulhl her engage- 


and was gone 
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There are three diftin@: clafles of people to 
whom fufpenfe is the moft intolerable of all evils 

—the lover, who doubts the conftancy of his 
miftrefs—the heir, who doubts-of his inheritance 
—but, more than either, the ruined man of plea- 
fure, who doubly doubts whether his Jewilh con- 
nection will or can fave him from immediate fink- 
ing into the bottomlels pit of deftruction! Of 
this laft number was poor Sir Frederick, when 
two hours had elapfed, and no Ifaac Ifaac made his 


appeara a Co. 


Lady [leworth, who never would let go 
the airy /opes which, with. her, anfwered the 
{ame end..as realities, inftead of entering into 
the troubles of her pale fretful helpmate, 
bufied herfelf in fidgeting from room to room, 
sharging 
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charging the pofieilors of her c aptivated treafures 
tobe careful none of them were injured by keep- 
them one upon another, and in giving orders 
e oficious domeftics what was to be done, 


preparative to the evening gala. 


 Clariffa’s maid, feeing.no chance that her mif-- 
trefs would fuddenly awaken, juft ftepped down 


‘nto the hall to glean a little more intelligence, that 


g 
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when fhe returned to tell her tale of horror, it 


a 
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micht want no embellifiment truth fhould be able; 
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She was beginning fo entcr ona moi inter- 


efting ete-d-tete with the valet, concerning their 
own fituations in the family, whether it would 
be moft for Hie benefit to take themfelves-off, 
with the eertain lofs of three years’ wages, or fay 
at the ri/e of lofing as many more? when, beiore 
the queftion could’ be’ deter mined, Miis le~ 
worth’s and Sir. Frederick’s. bell-both ringing at 
the fame inftant, fummoned them different ways, 
and. broke up the conference, 


« Gaod God!” cried Clariffa, wringing her 
hands, and lifting her tearful eyes to heaven, on 
hearing what had happencd below, “then we ave 
all undone |” 
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“ Not fo bad as that, I hope, Me’am,” faid the 


A 
tender hearted girl, who dearly loved her young 
lady, “for when I was running up to anfwer 
. your bell; 1 hoard her ladyfhip tell the confestio- 
ner, that if he gave ten guineas a pottle for ftraw- 


berries, he mutt get them by the evening.” 


“Ah, my poor mother? what will. become of 
you !”” exclaimed, Clariffa: “ Dear, good Urfula, 


ive ola{s a a 
Pive me a GialsS OF water i 
© 


73% 
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ine water was prefented ; but her hand trem- 
bled fo vielently the could not carryit to her lips. 
Urfula, as fhe held it to her mouth, begeed fhe 
would be more compofed, giving itas her opinion, 
that the matter would foon be fettled—a little 
bird having whifpered in her ear, that a friend 
was coming to difcharge the debt, and turn all 


bailiffs out of doors. 


‘And whois this kind friend?” afked the 
weeping Clarifla, redoubling her tears; “ Who 
can it be. Is therea reafonable man upon the 
face of the earth” fhe was going to fay, who 
would involve himfelf to fave us? But, reflec- 
ting that fuch a queftion could not be propofed, 


without obliquely glancing on her parents’ want 
of difcretion, the words were fuppreffed, and fhe 
onl¥ 
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only added, “¢ Oh, Urfula, tell me what friend is 
coming to our fuccour ve 


«¢ Why, Madam, John told me, ashe ran out at 
the hall door with a letter in his hand, that he was 
going to carry it to Mr. Ifaac Ifaac, the rich 
Jew money-lender, who ufed to do bufinefs for 
his mafter, he faid, and would foon be here with 
his bags full of gold, to pay down every. farthing 
your papa owes in the world.’? ” 


Mifs Ifleworth,. who, from obfervation and. 
other circumftances, was enough initiated in the 
myftery of domeftic involvements, remembering 
alfo to have heard Mr. Curry fay, ‘that a ruined: 
man had better deal with the devil than the Jews, . 
immediately formed the wife refolution of ap- 
plying both for counfel and aid, in her father’s » 
diftrefs, to that beft of men and kindeft of friends. 


She durft not divulge her intentions, knowing; 
they would be ftrongly oppofed by her mother, . 
and perhaps entirely defeated: “© Step down,” 
faid fhe.to her attendant, “ tell.the chairman I 
am going out; bid them get ready, and I will be:: 


}>> 


down ina moment.—I {hall take no footman ! 


« Nor chair either, I am afraid) Madam,” re- 
plied the fympathetic. Urfula, fhaking her head,. 
13, * the. 
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« the bailiffs will net let a fcrap of our goods be 
carried out of the houfe—matter’s valet told me 
fo.” 


Clariffa’s agonies multiplied, “ Well,” cried 
fhe, fobbing as if her heart would break, throw- 
ing a cloak round her fhoulders, and drawing a 
bonnet over her face, “ they will let me pafs, I 
fappofe! The monfters will not dare to detain 
me! Do you think they will, Urfula °” 


“ No indeed, my dear young -lady: fhould 
they lay hands on you, there is neither man nor 
maid inthe houfe but would havea pull at them, 
though they were fure to be hung up the next 
day as high as St. Paul’s Lay 


Mis Ifleworth moved towards the door. 


«“ Stop a moment, Madam,” cried Urfula, 
it let me run down and try if I cannot pre- 
vail on them to let you have my lady’s chair, for 
it is a thoufand pities you fhould go out after this 


aC 


Co 


manner.” 


Clarifa feemed to be of the fame opinion. 
She had no notion there could be any other way 


a 


of going into the city but in her father’s carriage 


or her mother’s chair; and fhe only made-choice 
of 
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of the latter becaufe it wasa much more pri- 


vate conve a:ce than the former. 


Pity-moving, unfortunate children of Wels 
giddy, diffipated mothers! if ye do not learn 
from your own application what they are incapa- 
ble of teaching, in the hour of hu imiliation you 
will, no more than Clariffa, be able to do without 

the luxuries which: poverty. may, one time or 
other, force you to relinquith. . -I therefore moft 
affeCtionatel y advife, that you practife youn es 

in the ufe of your limbs as we ll as your reafons 
that when yous eae muft be refigned to zeceffity, 
you may render the yoke more: -eafy by putting 
it.on with firmneis. . { 


GH AP. -XxXVIil--. 


ODD-MAN. 


Ursura ftaid on her errand fo long that her 
miftrefs became not only, impatient but appre- 
henfive, and cried out the moment fhe faw her, 

Ah! you have told my mother, and fhe has 
been chiding you!—Why, your face burns like 


“ No, Ma’am, it-is not for that: I have not 
feen her ladyfhip fince I faw you; and yet, to be 
fure, 1am prodigioufly furried 1” 

OW hak: 
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“ ‘What then has happened? Can.I have. the 
chair ?”” 


© Oh! yes; no body faid nay to that; you 
may have the chair, Ma’am, but zot the men to 
carry you!” 


“ How fo?” 
““T fuppofe I muft tell you all ?”? 


“‘ Certainly !—But make hafte, if you pleafe, 
dear Urfula !” 


“ Why then, Ma’am, after the bailiffs had 
very civilly confented that you fhould ufe the 
chair, I went to look for the chairman; for you 
know, Ma’am; my lady has had but ove for many 
months. [told him to get ready, for that you 
were going out. And whois to carry her?” 
criedthe churl; you to be fure, faidI. “ And 
where is my partner ?”—Why, you muft go out 
and.call odd man / as you-always do when you 
carry her ladyfhip. “ D—n you if I do;” 
fwearing a great oath, and roaring‘ fo. loud that 
the officers, as they call themfelves, heard him 
qnite plain, and fella laughing, tillthey had worked 
me into a pafiion, and I again infifted John /hould 
goand call eddman! He {wore worfe than be- 
fore, that he never would call odd man in. Sir 
Frederick’s family again as long as he lived, till 


he 
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he was paid the thirty guineas which it had coft 
him out of his own pocket for odd men, from the 
time when his natural partner gota place in the 
ftamp-office.” 


“ Gracious heaven!” cried Clariffa; and, 
rufhing out of the room, holding a handkerchief 
to her eyes, pafled through the porter’s hall into 
the ftreet, where, recollecting that a hackney 
coach might anfwer the fame purpofe as either 
her father’s carriage or her mother’s chair, fhe 
{tepped into one, and ordered herfelf to be driven 
to Broad-ftreet. 


Cloudy was the weather, but more cloudy the 
afpect of Sir Frederick; he raved—he ftorme!— 
he kicked every thing which came in his way, 
except his lady, who, having in her own power the 
only means by which he could poffibly be extri- 
cated from his troubles, her he only inwardly cur- 
fed for her total indifference to the confufion raifed 
by their joint extravagance. She never was 
more herfelf, more gay, more unembarraffed, 
although Ifaac Ifaac did not appear, neither had 
the meflenger come back, of courfe no meflage 
could be returned. 


The blefing at length alighthed where it had 
been fo ardently expected, and Mr, Ifaac Ifaac 
was formally announced. 


Whoever 
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Whoever has not feen this celebratad gentle 
man, might expect to hear, that the fallownefs of 
his complexion and the refervednefs of his man- 
ner, were the harbingers of his profeffion; on 
the contrary, Haac Vaac had a Chriftian-like 
countenance, which-held no alliance with. his 
unchrifiian principles. His manners more Te- 
fembled thofe of a courtier than a Levite—he 
prefled the offered hand of Sir Frederick, and 
bowed profoundly to Lady Ifleworth, not like a 
man who retreats from, but one who flies to meet 


poverty in all its directions, 


The defperate cafe of his difordered affairs 
being ftated by Sir Frederick to his. phyficianot 
finances, he fhook his head, but the fmile which 
ft on his features when he firft entered remained 


unfhaken. 


A dead paufe enfued!—Sir Frederick writhed 
with agony to know his fate, whilft Lady Iile- 
worth talked inceflantly of her ball, and of her 
daughter’s marriage with Lord Clarence. At 
Jength Haac Ifaac broke the awful felf-impofed 
filence, by mildly afking what he could do to 


ferye them? 


«“ Something muft be done, by GP? pat 
fionately exclaimed the Baronet, “* to get rid of 
the d—d harpies that are lording it over my. pro- 

, a 
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perty. 
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« As tothat, my dear,” faid her ladyfhip, “ you 
are not fingular; other people’s valuables are in 
the fame reftraint with our own. Ihave as Ta 
borrowed plate for my evening gala as woul: 1 pay 


the whole debt, and yet I dare fay my friends are 
not in the leaft uneafy.” 


«© What do you expect that Iam to do for you! 
repeated Ifaac Ifaac. 


« Conclude the bargain you offered me the 
other day: pay down feven thoufand pounds, and 
‘take the whole of my wife’s property, which, 
“when I fhewed you the counter fecurities, you 
yourfelf valued at fixty thoufand.” 


As Sir Frederick advanced in warmth, Ifaac 
Ifaac retreated with coolnefs ;}he was every fteady to 
his word—~but money was not to. be got now at any 
price; feven thoufand pounds was an immenfity ! 
he could not command it—it was impofible ! 


“ ] admit of zo impofibilities !*-thundered out 
the difappointed legiflator of his country’s laws 
and his country’s independence, “ I must have 


the money ! and if, as you fay, you are a man of 


/ 


Oo 


the bowels of the earth, or the bottom of the fea, 
provided itis not to be met with between this and 


your word, why you will getit for me, either from 


Ere 
heaven | 
2 
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“ Confider, my dear Sir,” faid the mild zemmove= 
able Ifraelite, “ eonfider, before you determine 
fo decidedly: great difficulties may be overcome, 
but not fuddenly: for inftance—fuppofe I cannot, 
by my own means, raife the fum you ftand in need 
of, yet, if you are difpofed to take the joint bonds 
of three noble guarantees for half the fum, the 
thing may be accommodated. 


“ J would firft fee-you all to the devil!” cried 


Sir Frederick. 


“ There you are to blame,” faid- Lady Ifle- 
worth; ® what man. in his fenfes would defire 
better feeurity ?” 


“ What man, in his. fenfes, would accept of 
fuch a fecurity ??? retorted Sir Frederick, 


Again Ifaac Ifaac was filent—took out his 
watch—and looked toward the door. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIX: 


MORE OF THE SAME SORT. 


Siz } REDERICK, ftarting from his chair, laid 
violent hands on his prudent gueft, fwearing by 
all the infernal deities, Ite fhould not efcape, till 
he had carveda paflage through the holt of cre- 
ditors, by paying the bailifis demands, and kick- 
ing them out ofthe houfe | 


Even Lady Ifeworth, roufed by the terrible 
alternative of dal] or no ball, condefcended toa 


unite her efforts with thofe of her hufband to dee 
tain him a little longer. 


faac Ifaac, thus befet, and by people of con- 


fequence, had too much politenefs to take himfelf 


off with the abruptnefs he feemed to have intend- 
ed; he did more—he even liftened complaifantly 
to their renewed propofal, of giving up fixty 
thoufand pounds in reverfion for the confidera- 
tion of feven thoufand in poffeffion, 


Who that had witneffed the gradual thaw per- 
vading the frozen determinations of Ifaac Ifac, 
Or 
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or the flufh of exultation fuddenly raifed on the 
cadaverous cheeks of Sir Frederick, might not 
have fuppofed'that the bufinefs would at laft have 
been fettled to their mutual fatisfaction; but, 


t > 
| wc 


thofe who borrow, and thofe who lend, can 


be the only jadges how manyilittle delicacies may 
t 
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ween the commencement and the con- 
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fuch a thing was to be effected at any lefs price 


than his own ruination? 


Her ladythip,. inftigated by folly, more than 
governed by honeity, might have made fome 
unlucky biunder refpecting her engagements to 
Bateman, if Sir Frederick had not aT eae her 
reply by the mo oft folemin affeverations, that his 
wite’s tebende ent property was entirely free 
from incumbrances. of every kind, except 
the d—d weighty one of having it under the 
guardianfhip of two clofe-fifted dunder-headed 
lois. whofe teeth he might as eafily draw 
fron 


A 
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from their mouth as his wife’s money from: their 
purfe |! 
‘| fhould like to fee and talk with thefe guar- 


dians,”’ faid the cautious Ifaac Ifaac. 


«“ [told you, when lalt we tpo 


ea 


av 


Mogi eT ehe Barone eis sie ae Cahn 
rbiedt,’” cried the baronet, impatiently, ‘* that 
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« T aver there is no rifk 1!” retorted Sir Free 


derick. 


« Perhaps there is not; but my ideas of repu- 
tation are extremely nice—wonderfully deli- 


cate! Icannot afford to lend my money without 
€] afk in proportion to the chances 


intereft; and if 1 aik 
fon why I fhould not 


againft me, there is no rea 
be fatisied, that no part, of the property fo pur- 
chafed has been purloined or embezzled: there- 
fore, Sir Frederick, I muft either fpeak with her 
Jadyfhip’s truitees, or decline the negociation.”’ 


es Would 
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“Would you fhew yourfelf an ufurer—an 
extortioner !”’ cried the enraged Baronet, rai- 
fing his voice to a frightful pitch of energy: 
‘¢ Ifaac Ifaac, remember [ tell you, that thefe 
muck-worms, inftead of anfwering queftions, 
would bring an action againft thee.” 


«¢ f defy them,” faid the. cunnning Tfaac; “ I 

know how to fecuremy own fafety; and when 

have fpoken with them, the bargain, if you 
pleafe, fhall:be completed.’” 


Neither Sir Frederick orhis lady would agree 
to: this propofition; 4e, becaufe convinced it 
muft entirely do him up with Chaise shal rey 
for reafons already known to. the reader, who. 
cannot have forgotton the fecret money. tranf- 
actions which,.for fo many years, had been paf- 
fing between. her and Bateman. 

Again Haac Ifaac applied to, his watch—plead- 
ed an engagement—fauid he would reconfider the 
altair—-wait on them the next day, ifhe fhould 
be fortunate enough to ftrike out any other me- 
thod to fecure himfelf for fo capital.a fum as feven 
thoufand pounds—bowed. with, the profoundedt 
refpect—-and took himfelf off, without allowing 
them time to confider by what means it might be 
poffible to {top his progrefs. 
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Sir Frederick’s face, at this difappointment of 
his laft forlorn hope, like the rainbow, exhibited 
_all manner of colours. Foaming with rage, he 
ordered Lady Ifleworth to prepare for the coun- 
try, where he was determined to take an houfe 
under twenty pounds a year—make milliners of 
his daughters—and leave the devil to manage 
the reft of his. affairs, for that the devil himfelf 
could only diflentangle them ! 


Inftead of being difcompofed, her ladyfhip treat- 
ed his threats with as much indulgence as if it 
had been a bon mot of her own making; fhe 
laughed immoderately, and very wittily obferved, 
that, in fuch a cafe, he muft be his owz houfe- 
keeper, charging him to take good care of him- 
felf and his children, as fhe fhould certainly re- 
fide with Arthur and: hisadorable Lady Ann. 


The queftionable manner in which Ifaac Ifaae 
had withdrawn himfelf, left ftilla poffibility that 
he might return again, the only reafon in the 
world which would have prevented Sir Frederick 
from lifting his hand againft the untimely jefter ; 
but, policy once more getting the better of his 
choler, he only afked, with a fneer— 


« And how-are you to live with your adorable 


ie 


«Oh! 


Lady Ann ?—a pennylefs extravagant jilt 
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«Oh! ftop your profane tongue !—I can} 
not bear to hear my daughter, the deareft of my 
friends, thus abufed!” 

«“ But how, I fay, are you to live with Arthur, 
who has.not 2 guinea to fupport himfelf 2” 


.¢ Like. other people, no better off than our- 
felves. Lady Elizabeth Lova offers me fifty 
guineas a week to eftal blifh her Sesh at my houfe 
with petit foupés, arepait byno means expenfive, 
when one has proper fervants about one; which, 
together with our gains, for I am. the luckieft 
creature in the world at faro, and my fhare of 
your property, will do mighty well; fo. let me 
have my ball to- night, and to-morrow we fhall 
arrange eve ry ¢t thing.’ 

Sir Frederick afked, with a erin’and a whiftle, 
with what part of his pofleffions fhe would be 


contented ? 


«¢ The half of them, undoubtedly !” fhe re- 


plied. 


“¢ Be it {o,” cried the Baronet, “and by.G— 
you fhall have_the largeft half!) for | will make 
over to your Ladyfhip all my debts, and keep 
the mething which remains to myfelf.” 


‘The 
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The pleafant raillery that was forcing its way 
through the poifonous rancour of difappointment, 
diftrefs, and difpleafure, was fuddenly interrup~ 
ted bya violent pufhing againft the door on the 
outfide; which the voice of Lady Ann could only 
have perfuaded them was not intended asa forci- 
ble entry bya creditor, orfome fuch hoftile vifitor. 


= 


CHAP. XXX. 


THE ART. OF .MAKING A LITTLE MONEY 
GO A GREAT WAY. 


e 

Come along, thou brute! thou grim devil, 
come along!” cried Lady Ann, entering the 
rooin, ‘and trying to drag after her an extraordi- 
nary large New foundland dog, with half a dozen 
yards of Elue ribbon tied round his throat, his 
fhagey coat covered with dirty and her ladyfhip 


draggled to the knees. 


« What is the meaning of all this uproar, 


Madam?” angrily, afked Slr Frederick, ‘¢ what 
makes, 
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makes you bring that monftrous. beaft intom¥ 
apartment f”’ 


“ Dear pa-pa! have patience, and I will tell | 
you our hiftory’ by and bye; but firft, my pretty 
ma-ma! lend me five guineas, to pay the nafty 
fellow from whom I bought my beautiful Diver; 
it is the cheapeft purchafe I ever made in'my 
life |” 


© Then I with,” faid the Baronet, with acri- 
mony, ‘¢ your ladyfhip would have the goodnefs 
to pay for thofe kind of cheap purchaltae when 
you are inclined to make them.” 


¢ Certainly I fhould have paid for the charmer, 
but Arthur has gct all my money: I had only fix 
fhillings in my purfe, and thofe | Jaid out on this 
collar.—Don’t you think itis fancifully tied up ?”’ 


Lady. Ifeworth only faid ‘* Poor thing !” but 
looked delighted —Sir Frederick ftamped his foot 
with violence on the floor, and ftammered out, 


«“ This is too much, by G— !” 


“¢Come, pray let me have the five guineas, 
that ] may fend him away !” 


« Zounds!”? cried her half fuffocated father- 
in-law, “‘ give him his dog again! I will not, 
and my wife fhall not pay for it!” | 
‘- "Then 
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«¢ Then I will make Arthur fell his reverfion 
to the Jews: it is time he fhould do fo, when 
you, Sir, refufe to fupply me with common ne- 
ceflaries. Ican not, nor I wed not live, without 


s A ms {>» 
my angelic Diver ! 


<¢ Pray, my dear,’’ remarked the elated matron 
of the ruined premifes, “if you think Arthur 
muf? fell: his reverfion, let it be to his father, and 
let him make his own terms with the Jews ; for 
thefe fort of people, though extremely accommo- 
dating, are alfo extremely fimpofing upon young 
folks, when firftthey begin the world.” 


23 


“ Itis exactly the fame tome who has it, 
replied her ladyfhip, * but I will ot fend away 
Diver!” 


“No, certainly !”’ cried her well-appropriated 
mother-in-law: “ You muft not regard what 
Sir Frederick fays : fomething has happened to dif- 
turb his fpirits, but we fhall foon bring him into 
good humour.” ‘Then, prefenting her purfe, 
begged fhe would take out the paltry five gui- 
neas, and difcharge her claimant: which having 
done, Lady Ann put what remained of its con- 
tents into her own pocket, fans ceremonie. 


cc My dear !”” emphatically exclaimed its right 
owner, as if to remind the giddy creature the 
VoL. L purfe 
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purfe had miftaken its way—‘ My dear !”—her 
hand extended to receiveit back, and her eyes 
watching when fhe fhould fee it re-produced. 


Well, my pretty mama, what would you 
have ?” 


139 


<< My purfe, if you pleafe, enchantrefs ! 


« Ah! Ican no more part from that: than] 
could part with Diver! Have I not told you 
Arthur has taken ally money ? I will only keep 
it till he has fold his inheritance, or till you. can 
fupply all -our wants. Arthur -fays he wants 
ftockings, and handkerchiefs—I want 


cravats, 
x-—I want to punt at faro—I want.a 


an opera-bo 
bloodherfe to carry me—aud I. want four or fix 


milk-white ponies to draw me through Hyde- 


park.” 


«< Well, well, {weet trifler | confider not only 
my purfe, but all that I poffefs, as your own! 
And now, fay how you have employed yourfelf 


this long, and, to me, I am fure, mighty difagreea- 


ble morning ?”” 


Sir Frederick, as well as his lady, had imbibed | 
fome diftant hope, that by making Lady Ann 
the tool of their contrivance, Arthur might be 


prevailed on to cut off an entail, fo: inconvenient 
in 
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in the prefent fituation of affairs ; and the moment 
fhe mentioned that he /hould fell his reverfion, 
he had retired, almoft unobferved, to ruminate 
at large on calculations, chances, and probabili- 
ties, as well as to keep himfelf from flying into 
frefh paroxifms of paffion, which might be de- 
trimental to bis plans on the independence of his 
fon Arthur, but which he could not reftrain in 
her provoking prefence, 


To the queftion of how fhe had been em- 
ploying herfelf? Lady Ann, with rather lefs 
effrontery than ufual, owing, perhaps, to the 
recollection of certain circumftances, replied, 
« fhe had been ftrolling in the Park.” 


« What! infuch gloomy weather! and with- 
out attendants, when there were fo many idle 
footmen who-had no earthly thing to de in the 
family !” 

“¢ Oh! fhe could not endure the formality of 
being followed ! When living with her father,” 
fhe faid, ‘ it was always her cuftom to ramble 
alone at all hours—was often accofted, but never 
frightened. Do you know,” added fhe, “ that 
the firft time I ever in my life faw Arthur, he 
picked me up, not twenty yards from my éoor |” 
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« That was extremely fingular !” obferved 
Lady Hleworth, “ and extremely fortunate |__-f 
dote on love at firft fight*” 


STFOr Heaven’s fake! Lady Tfleworth, how 
can you entertain fo abfurd, fo ridiculous a fup- 
pofition? I love Arthur at fizft fight! Not ‘J, 
indeed! neither at the fecond—third—fourth ! 


or, in fhort, at any fight at allt? 


<< Well, that is furprifing! And yet your 
Lady thip had the condefcenfion to marry him |” 


« © yes, I married Arthur! becaufe, at the 
ie, I had no other SERIOUS 


moment he af{ked n 
nted an eftablifhment of 


lover, and becaufe I wa 
my own.” 

And, that you have chofen to fix it in my fa- 
mily,” faid the fimpering fantaftical mother of 
Arthur, ‘is an honour of which] am mighty 
proud: we think fo much alike that we fhall be 
immenfely comfortable. Has your Ladyfhip 
feen any thing of Clariffa this morning ¢” 


r only pafs along the ftreet two hours 


«J faw he 
ing furioufly.”’ 


ago, ina hackney coach, driv 


“« My daughter !_Mifs IMeworth !—the fu- 
cel—in a hackney coachy 
reamed Lady Iffeworth 

a6 Lady ° 


ture Countefs of Claren 


and driving furioufly /” fc 
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—“ Lady Ann, you muft have been’ miftaken! 


—the thing is altogether impofible ?° 


« No, no, I am not miftaken I’. Clarence 
faw her as well_as me!—I met him in my 
froll to the Park, when we took it into our 
heads to eat.ice at a fruit-fhop, juft by Charing- 
crofs: fo that we had a full view of her, though 
the did not fee us, but looked terribly folemn 35 
and Clarence would. have it that fhe was crying, 


WO 


becaufe fhe held a handkerchief to her eyes.” 


Lady Mleworth, Gill incredulous, would not 
credit the report, till fhe had fent for and. quef- 
tioned Clarifla’s maid, who could not refufe to 
acknowledge that her miftrefs. did go out at the . 
time fpecified, and ina hackney coach. 

“©The girl has certainly eloped !”? exclaim- 
ed Lady Hieworth, forgetting that. fhe. fpoke 
thus freely. of her daughter’s character in the 
prefence of a fervant, ‘ and my doors fhall be 


fhut to her for ever !” 


« No! That, cried Lady Ann, “ is fo like 
my queer lord and father, that, fhould you re: 
peat Ais odious words any more, I fhall poti- 
tively run away from you as I did from him— 


get 
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geta divorce—and marry into a lefs flinty-heart- 
ed family.” 


Urfala ventured to fpeak in defence of her 
young lady.—Where fhe was gone was not in 
her power to fay, but was ready to fwear, if her 
lady‘hip thought proper, that fhe was gone for 
wo harm—thet there was wo gentleman in the 
cafe—that it was terror at the bailifPs coming 
into the houfe, gnd not love which had driven 
her out of it.” 


Truth fo. cunningly arranges her arguments, 
and her language is fo nicely adapted to a// capa- 
cities, that it will force conviction, on the fool- 
ith as well asthe wife. Even Lady Hleworth 
was convinced no great harm had happened. 
Clariffa was acquitted of every intentional crime, 
but that of the Hackney coach; and Mrs. Urfula 
difmiffed, to go wherever jhe pleafed—either to 
the roon of reffraint, to her own room, or to. 
the houfe-keeper’s: room, where all her fellow 
fervants had collected together, talking over 
family affairs, and laying”bets with each other, 
to be paid when their wages. were fettled, whe- 
ther the bail would go on? whether, if it did, 
any body would coine to it? and whether, afier 
fuch 
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fuch a blow. up, their young lady would ever be i 
Countefs of Clarence ! oe 
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CHAP, XXXI. 


A SHORT END TO A LONG STORY), 


she W wat extravagant whims pofiefies this 
girl!” cried Lady Ifleworth, ina voice of ‘pique, 
as Urfula fhut the door after her. “ Well, I 
fhall rejoice whea Lord Clarence has taken her 
off my hands!” ‘The pains it has coft me to 
make her like other young women have been all 


thrown away !” 


« Oh dear! I would not have you fet your 
heart too much on Clarence; to my certait 
knowledge, he is at this prefent moment engrof~ 
fed by another attachment.” 


sc Not a ferious one, I hope ?”? 
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“ What in thefe fort of matters deferves to 


be called ferious?—I have heard he has a Mit f= 
trefs, and that he loves her paffionately, 


“ Tf it be only a miftrefe,” gravely remarked 
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re 


o three-of her moftinti- 
mate ‘friends.. Lady W—— Rafhly, Lady 
Everbloom, and the. Duchefs of Da a 
would carry their balls, alt 10ugh the execution 
were fent into their houfes only two hours St. 
fore its commencement.—=-She was at every one 
of them—never faw any thing better kept up, 
or {pent three evenings fo pleafantly in the whole 
courfe of her life.” 


The 
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The eyes of Lady Ifleworth flafhed fatisfac- 
tion; but, before her tongue had time to. con- 
firm it, fhe was informed that a gentleman defi- 
red to fpeak with Sir Frederick. 


“ Js it the fame who.went away fome mi- 
nutes ago?’? meaning Ifaac Ifaac, afked her 


ladythip. 


“‘ I believe not, my Lady,” replied the fer- 
vant. 


“¢ Very -well, fhew him to Sir. Fredericic’s 
ftudy.—I.-fuppofe he comes on bufinefs, and I 
have nothing to do with bufinels. 


etek: Z a" SOP gni toe sie ame Be) eee ot) eet : Xe PL Ne Ee geno SA 
Mae Os Bele * : = Be oh SE: BEE SE a he ie 


2.2.6 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMEN ES: 


CHAP. XXXIL 


TEE COMFORTS OF A BRITISH MERCHANT 
i OPPOSITE TO THE DISCOMFCRTS OF A 
ae BRITISH SENATOR. 


However firange it may appear to aflert, 
thet thefe emotions which are well knowa to be 
the deflruGtion of female nerves, fhould, from 
their very vicleuce, aflift to fupport the fpirits 
on whieh they unexpeétedly feize, yet it is not 
the lefs true, that defpair does fometimes, if 
not alw:y:, fupport itfelf by its own encrey- 


Clariffa would certainly have fainted under 
her woes, on her way to the merchant’s houfe 
in Broad-ftreet,, but for the extreme agitation 
of thinking how it might be poffible to extri- 
cate her imprudent parents from their miferable 
jnvo_vments.—tie may be gone to the country— 
he may. be on ’Change—or, if fhe fhculd fee 
him, for her fake would Mr. Curry come for- * 
ward to their relief ?—or, was it not more likely 
he dhould refufe to aflift them ! 


Between 


ain ia a ke ar eae Ie Bd dere 


ay 1A 


>; HIOGNABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 227 


a 
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Petween hopes and fears her poor m ind w2s 
fo tolled about, that nothing like infenfibility 
could get admittance to her frugeling bofom, 
till told by a fervant, who anfwered the coach- 
ntan’s knock, that his mafter was’ at home, 
when a death-like calm took poffeffion of her iE 
fenfes; fhe was forced to be lifted out of the i. 
carriage, and carried, rather than fupported, to 
the awful prefence of her beft benefactor, to 
whofe arms fhe had fo often flown as to thofe of 
a-tender father, but from which fhe would now 
have given worlds to retra&t; from a delicate 
cpa Shouicis that a forced communication with 
a difipated world had made her lefs worthy cf 
his approbation, .than when fhe climbed his 
knees to claim the paternal kifs, before her in- 
fant manners were contaminated by its affecta~ 
tion or its follies. 


eft thet pleafant retirement at E'n- 
f ther, about eight o’clock; they 
had alread fi ed their fecond repaft; and 
Mrs. St. Edmonds’s carriage was waiting to 
convey her to the bank, and from thence to 
feveral fhops,: where fhe had purchafes to make 
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beheld within it the ematiated figure of Clarifla, 
fuftained on either fide by one of her own, and 
one of her brother’s domeftics. 


* Good God!” fhe cried, is it pofible than 
an ick fhould be thus fuffering under human 


Bate 


The worthy the godlike Curry, wate eye 
had been dire@ed towards the faine object, ei- 
ther by the prefentiment of his own feelings, or 
by the beginning of his fifter’s exelamation, had 
ftarted from his chair, caught the beautiful 
phantom to his heart, from which fhe was fin- 
king\wpon the floor, when Mrs. St. Edmond’s, 
With a Rae cee equal to what he teftified, foon 
informed herfelf of the truth, and aided him, 
with the moft eager fendernefs, to raife the 
beautiful fuppliant, to comfort, and encourage 
her. 


Tt is not- every defcription of comforters that 
mult flatter themfelves with the fame expecta- 
tion of fuccefs which attended the endeavours of 
thofe amiable relatives, to whom Clariffa, the 
moment Mrs. St. Edmond’s- was announced by 
her brother, confefled the whole of her family’s 
involvements, acding, as well as tears and fobs 


would 
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would admit, “that fhe was the moft miferable 


of created beings!—that if her parents, by mx 
other means, could be faved from deftruction, 
fhe would announce her own fentence of perpe- 
tual fufféring, and become the wife of Lord Cla- 
rence !” 


Q&S 


“ T thought, by the account I received from 
your father,” faid the beneficent merchant, “ my 
beloved Clariffa! that the attachment between 
you and Lord Clarence had been mutual ?” 


« Ah! no—no—no!’? fhe replied with 
quicknefs, “ believe it not! he-is my averfion, 
my deteftation! It is only to fave my father 
from a prifon—my mother from poverty—my 
fifters from beggary—that I will ever confent 
to unite myfelf with a man fo every way hateful 
to me as Lord Clarence !” 

“ Tam glad I know your fentiments on this 
head,” faid Curry, evidently well pleafed with 
her decifion; “and now, fifter, tell me what 
we fhali do for this dear girl 1” 


All—every thing that can be done!’ fhe 
replied, with avidity! “ too much cannot be 
done for a being fo amiable, fo interefting, fo 
unprotected ! 


ee 
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unprotect-dt follow the d:tates of }o ir own 
gene-o:$ heart, and any other. edvice wil be 


]29 


fu-erfucus ! 


« Ah! do not think of me!” cried Clarifla, 
I have not deferved this kindnefs! Becave me 


to my fate !—-What you gaz or will do, let it be 


for my father! You never faw fuch wretches 
as are got into the houfe! I paffed by them— 
their looks were terrible !” 


“ Say no more, my good child 1” faid the 
merchant, averting his face, to conceal the tears 
her tendernefs had drawn’ from his humane 
heart: “ Go to Enfield Chace with my filter; 
fhe will take you under her maternal charge, 
whilft I am doing the needful for -your father ; 
and if half my fortune can give you back your 
peace of mind, when I join you in the evening 


4 29 


you fhall have nothing to Jament. 


She ‘apy herfelf at his feet, in agonies of joy, 
too great for utterance. Mrs. St. Edmond’s 
caught the foft infection rude ferting’ hy—pafiion- 
ately embraced her lovely charge, addrefling her 
by the affe&tionate epithets of “darling Cla- 
riflat—daughter of my voluntary adoption!” 
She haftened her_ brother to depart on his errand 
of 
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of-mercy: a coach was called —he threw hime 


Pp 


felf into it. And foon after, when 4 little re- 
frefament had been forced upon Clariffa, Mrs. 
St. Edmond’s, having given up her face 
of fhopping, carried. of her fair companio 
nothing loath, from fcenes of error, riot, an 
confufion, to the calm relidence of rectitude— 
the cradle of peace—the abode of harmony. 


ays 
fel 
(4 


At the beginning of this hiftory, it may be 
Cir 


remembered, Lady Hleworth exp sreffed to 
ee, fome fretful obfervations on the de- 
clining looks of her daughter, attended by a 

threat of fending her into the Redatcsh by way 
of punifhing her obftinacy for refufing to put 
on rouge. Now, had the followed up thofe in- 
tentions, however fevere her mo 
could not but have been highly favourable to a 
xaturally delic te conftitution, debilitated by mid- 


beds of down, and mid-night’ revels of volup- 


ti VES, the ic efrects 


day 
tuous pleafures. 
Every body but the father, mother, and gid- 


dy inmates of their gilt faw, eee compaf- 


fion, this broken lil lly, daily drooping its ack 


head towards ‘the commen mother of all,'as 1 


to feek in her bofom 


‘mother would not allo 


the hia whieh her more 


Lie 
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Clarifla did not complain—for, had the done 
fo, who was there at leifure to liften? Not 
Lady Ifleworth! Her time, always occupied 
about nothing, admitted no {pace to the intru- 
fion of difagrecable fubjeSts!—No Sir Frede- 
rick! becaufe he left the management of; his 
children entirely to their mother /—Not Arthur; 
he was never at home!—Not his wife; fhe 
thought of no body but Lord Clarence !—Not 
Lord Clarence; he now could think ony of: 
the divine Lady Ann! Friendfhip alone could 
open its ears and its eyes to the ravages. of in- 
difpofition fo vifible on the countenance of Mifs 
Tfleworth. 


The petrifying fhock experienced by Mr. Cur- 
ry as fhe entered his dining-room determined 
him, unauthorifed, to fend her out of town ; 
full of the fanguine hopes, that the decline the 
was threatened with might yet be checked, by 
wholefome air, gentle exercife, early hours, and 
and afles’ milk. 


CHAP, 
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A ©) GFZ ITE 
C H LA die AA lid. 
A FRIEND IN NEED IS A FRIEND INDEED. 


M,: ¥ well-informed sev who are deeply 
converfant in thefe fort of anti-fcientific com- 
pofitions, who can at one glance ant ipl al 

ch 


the plans of their author, v whi 


a 
we) 
am 
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many an hour’s’ labour of the ids to. render 
incomprehentible, will find themfelves at no lofs 
to difcover, that the gentleman whofe vifit was 
announced at the end of the thirty firft chapter, 
could be no other than the benevolent mer- 
chant of Broad-itreet. 


Sir Frederick ftarted at the fight of Curry, 
as if he had pas one rife from the dead to tell 
him that his own hour was come!—he felt a 
pang even worfe than fuch a command would 
probably have created, becaufe the prefent world 
was juit then particularly difagreeable to his feel- 


ings, and of a future world he had not the fmal- 
leit conception. He might therefore, rather 


than otherwife, have thought it advantageous 
to 
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to fettle at once with his creditors, by going to 
fleep everlaftingly. 


In the whole catalogue of thofe fair and 
goodly creatures to which his vices, his follies, 
and. his. extravagancies, had given. exiftence, 
there was not one he was lefs defirous to hold 
converfe with than the gentleman now before 
him, and to whom he offered bis hand with much: 
feeming cordiality. 


“TJ underftand,; Sir,” faid the merchant, 
more abafhed for the fenator than the fenator 
was for himfelf, as it happens in many fimilar 
inftances, that innocence fhews upon her own 
cheek thofe colours which ought to veil the 
face of guilt, fpeaking, as it were, in thefe 
words: “% You are incapable of blufhing in your 
own caufe—it is, therefore, that I ltufh for you.” 
« J underftand,. Sir, your affairs—pardon 
me—are confiderably. embarraffed.” 


« They are!) and I do not care a damn who 
knows it! I have now as many bailiffs in my. 
houfe as would ftock a county!” 


‘The merchant fhook his head. 


« Looxye, Mr. Curry; J know you are come 
for your money, and yex know I have it not to 
ay 
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pay-—-my perfon you cannot touch, and my 
goods are already reftrained for more than they 
are worth—fo where is your remedy?” 


« Good God! Sir Frederick, are you fpeak- 
ing in this tone of raillery to the man who 
withes to ferve you, who is come to oifer you 
sis fervices 1” 

A remonftrance fo mild, fo unexpected, fo 


1 of promife, excited effets which all the 
d have been uttered would 


ful 
reproaches that coul 
have failed to produce—it caufed Sir Frederick 


to look pleafed, and it forced him to bluth !. 


« Give me you hand, Curry !—there is not, 
1 {wear,’”’ cried he, an honefter fellow, ora more 
friendly man than thyfelf, in the Britifh domi- 
nions! My fufpicions have wronged your no= 
ble fentiments !—pardon the injury, at leaft ex~ 
cufe it! for, to tell you the truth, there are fo 
many curfed duns coming about me, that when 
{ only look a man in the face, 1. expect to hear 


him call out-——-When will you pay me my money es 


The man of bufinefs, furmmoned by the man 
of pleafure to furrender his hand at the begin- 
withdrew it again juft as his fpeech was 
ded, almoft repenting the defperate under- 


taking 


ning, 


conclu 
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which. he had volunteered; but the 
thoughts of Clarifla—her bodily  difeafe—her 
fatigued fpirits—and diftracted mind, for which 


a 


there appeared no-other remedy than to remove 


her parents out of their difficulties, made hin 
moift humanely, perfevere’ in his. firft spur fe 
and he afked Sir Frederick, though 
abatement of bis original warmth, “ shethe he 


could propofe any means af extricating him 
in which his affiftance\might be found ufeful ?” 


© 


te rity 


“ There were two ways .of ferving him,” 
he replied, “ either of which. would do very 
well.” 


He was defired to name them 


«Will you refign your truft for, my. wife, 
and make Bateman give up his? It would effec- 
tually fave the whole race of us from perdition !’? 


“Sir, you already know my determination on 
that head!—pafs on, if you pleafe, to the alterna~ 
tive.” 


Here was one of the Baronet’s def hopes de- 
feated ; having conceived it very poflible that, in 
the prefent ftate of affairs, and with Curry’s 
evidently 
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“evidently generous intentions, he would certain- 
ly find lefs difficulty in giving up the property of 
another, than in laying down his ow, to the ufes 
of philanthropy. But, finding his firft propofi- 
tion fo ill received, he entered on the latt, and, 
as he thought, the moft unlikely to fucceed. 


“ You know,” faid he, “Mr. Curry, I owe 
you two thoufand pounds !”” 


“« Owe them to me ftill!—keep them, Sir, 


as long as it fuits -your convenience !”’ 


“J could not ‘keep them, Mr. Curry—they 
are gone, fome one way, fome another ! When 
aman is fo incumbered by his family as | am, 
he is not able to tell Aow ‘his money goes.”—He 
paufed, unknowing what to fay next-the ice 
was thawed, but not broken. 


« ] wait your commands, Sir Frederick.” faid 


the merchant, 


« Gad, that is true!—I was loft in the con- 
templation of your kindnefs, aral my own damn’d 
neceffities ?—to extend the one and filence the 
otheryl with you would rid me of my Weftmore- 
land eftate 1” 


&¢ Is 


Erker 
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“Ts Lady Bridges Ileworth dead ?’’ afked the 
merchant.”’ 


“The devil a bit of mortality,” cried the 
Baronet, “* was infufed into her iron ribs! You 
know, when he had got her almoft under ground, 
what a damn’d trick fhe played me !—how fhe 
ftarted up, like a Dutch tumbler, from the un- 
dertaker’s gripe ! I would enfure her death, if I 
could, at amy expence: but, as I know of no 
office that would grant me a policy, dear Curry, 
if you really mean to ferve me, and will take my 
eftate—-damn me !—do it for the work’s fake, and 

“with no view to furvivor/hip |! Methufela himfelf 
would have been beat hollow, in a race with that 
eternal old woman!” 


« Pardon me, Sir,” replied Curry, to this fro- 
thy, frivolous addrefs, “* ] ama plain man, un- 
lettered in modern politenefs ; and therefore muft 
coufefs I do not clearly comprehend what may be 
the extent of your propofals.—-Be fo good to ins 
form me, if you mean that it is your defire I 
fhould purchafe the reverfion of your Weftmore- 
land eftate ?”” 
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‘CHAP. XXXIV. 


IN WHICH THE BARGAIN PROCEEDS, 


—€¢ 

My very meaning, by G—!” cried Sir 
Frederick: ‘ And, being perfuaded that my 
aunt Bridget is determined-to keep her holding 
till the day of judgment, f will let you have it at 
half price !—pay me down fifteen thoufand, and 
the Weltmoreland eftate is your own!” 


Such an offer, made by any other body but a 
maniac, would have filled the prudent merchant 
with aftonifhment. But, having long confider- 
ed: Sir Frederick, as well as his appendages 
(Clariffa excepted), amongft that half-mad clafs 
who run about at large, doing mifchief in the 
world, becaufe they are independent of all but 
their creditors, and becaufe no body has the 
power or inclination to refrain them; being 
alfo affured, that he might now make whatever 
terms he pleafed, he rather advanced to meet, 
than retreated from the Baronet’s ill-digefted 
propofition. 


« The 
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“The price which I was to have paid wag 


thirty thoufand pounds, when you thought her 
ladythip o 


oi “¢ Stop!” cried Sir Frederick, nota word, 
i if you pleafe, of that curfed bufinefs! I am 
frenzical when I think how the ferved me! Had 
fhe died ten, I would have forgiven her.for hay- 


| ing lived before beyond the bounds of calcula- 
ie tion |” 


Curry waited, with extreme patience, till the 
paffionate apoftrophe was ended, and then calmly 
refumed his fubjeét.—»*¢ What I was, at our for- 
mer negociation, ready to lay down, Lam {till 
willing to give; not that I will poflefs the eftate 
on your terms, but muft have it on my. cwr, 
Thirteen thoufand pounds fhall be yours, as foon 
as the writings can be drawn; which, with the 
two already advanced, is juft half the purchafe 
money—the other half fhall be paid on demifeof 
the prefent incumbent.—Are you fatisfied, Sir 
Frederick ?” 


‘© Satished to be furelam !. What man would 
not be fatisfied, to meet with a purchafer who 
generoully gives himftwice as much as he has 
afked ?——Curry, Iam ever thy debtor :—upon 


my 
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my foull am! But, whilft the curfed lounging 
lawyers are playing with my impatience, by their 
‘ong form of words ‘without'meaning, what is to 
become of me, furrounded as I am by their myr- 
midons ?” 


Uninformed for what fum the execution had 
taken place, becaufe Clariffa did not herfelf know 
the amount, Mr. Curry confiderately ftopped at 
his banker’s, and filled his pocket-book with bank- 
notes, to the tune of ten thoufand pounds, refol- 
ved, at all events, to relieve the father of his 
amiable favourite. 


In anfwer to Sir Frederick’s doleful queftion, 
of what would become of him between the com- 
mencement ‘and confummation of his dawning 
profperity ? he was affured by his deliverer, that 
the fheriffs officers fhould be difmiffed before he 
quited the houfe: nor did he retra& from “his 
word, when he underftood that their demand was 
‘for feven thoufand pounds, on the fingle article 
of carriages! The fum, though laroe, was rather 
below than above the expectations on which he 
had calculated, taking for his eftimate the coalef- 
cence of Sir Frederick and Lady Ifleworth’s pre- 
eminent knowledge in the art of fquandering ! 
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A promife fo exhilirating, acted on the agita= 
eted brain of SirsFrederick as ftrong liquors are 
apt to.do on weak heads. 5. and, -intoxicated with 
joy, he ventured .to promife, what. any man but 
the man he had to deal with would have knocked 
him down for propofing—it was no lefs, than 
to pay down the whele purchafe-money in hand ! 
forgetting his ..cld creed of Lady Bridget’s.mnate- 
rial immortality; for, fays-he— 3 


« My good friend! as money, I conceive, by 

your liberality, can be to you of very little con- 

fequence, if you would oblige me, your ftatue 

' fhould be ereéted in my hall, under the femblance 
of Jupiter Ammon!” 


_ & Rather-fay of Midas, the fool,” interrupted 

Curry, witha good natured {mile, not calculated 
to reproach or difhearten the eloquent pleader, 
who, bronzed. by the hand of fafhion, and more 
ready to adopt the {mile than the rebuke’ which 
raifed jt, proceeded, in his no very modeft peti- 
tion, with renovated energy. 


«Well, have it your own way, my honeft 
fellow ! I will place your ftatue in my hall or my, 
“heart by any figure you like!—I will give you 

any fum—I will enter into any engagements !— 
only 
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e me the other fifteen, that I may 


243 


carry my borough, pay my debts,-and live at my 


eafe |” 


«“ As long as you ¢an, I prefume,’ 


merchant dryly. 


’ faid the 


« True 1—true!—jut fo, Mr. Curry! But,- 


have you the goodnels to comply with my earneft: 


{olicitations ?” 


Curry had a game to play, 


as well as the Ba=~ 


ronet; and the one refigned his chance with as 


much gratification as the othe 
avidity, on. two conditions—frft, 
fhould: be: releafed from 


r feized on it with 
that Clarifla: 


the addrefles of Lord’ 


Clarence, if her heart revolted at: the alliance 5° 


and fecondly, - having 


firft pafled fome weeks at: 


his villa, fhe be allowed to accompany-his fifter : 
or elfewhere, for aslong atime 


as the faculty might think a change of climate 


to the continent, 


or place mece 


ffary to the reftoration of Mrs, St.- 


E.dmonds’s debilitated conftitution. 


« We are now,”” faid the merchant; ‘¢ begin- 


ning to grow ferious, 


and in bargains of this 


nature fome form of agreement. is always requi- 
fte: I have provided myfelf with proper in=. 


ey 


ftrumentsy 
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iiruments, which, by mutually figning, will af- 
certain our mutual fecurity. From Mifs Ifle- 
worth herfelr [ learnt what are the prefent cir- 
cumftances of your family ; it was her tears—her 
tears of filial agony, which brought me to your 
relief; fhe is now at my houfe, under the protec- 
tion of my fifter, from whence you may com~ 
mand her to depart, by forfeiting your part of our 
exifting agreement, , 


“« T had,” continued he, producing two pa~ 
pers, ‘ meant to have offered the very propofi- 
tions which have been made by yourfelf, refpecta. 
ing the Weftmoreland eftate.—I therefore 
fketched out thefe memorandums, fatisfactory to 
both parties, binding you and myfelf, in the 
forfeiture of ten thoufand pounds, to either who 
thall daringly forfeit the honour with which he. 
pledges to fulfilhis engagements. My part is 
already properly figned; it therefore only re- 
mains that you fhould do the fame, for which 
one witnefs will be neceflary, and the bargain is 
concluded.’” 


Had the moft: generous of mankind, inftéad 
of placing Clarifla under the prote@tion of a 
woman like Mrs. St. Edmonds, demanded her 
for the purpofes of proftitution, Sir Frederick 
was now fo dead to all feeling but that of fel- 
fith 
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fifh luxury, he would have figned not only 
to the difgrace of his daughter, but to the per- 
dition of his whole family—-A witnefs was ne- 
ceflary, and he rang the bell with violence. 


CHAP. XXXV. 


IN WHICH THE BARGAIN IS CONCLUDED, 


‘Lue feryant who entered brought’ with hin 
a note, which he delivered into the hands of his 
mafter, who,. without looking at the fuperfcrip- 
tion, afked him if he could write his name? to 
which being anfwered in the affirmative, he was 
commanded to take notice whilft Sir Frederick 
wrote his own,..and then.to witnefs that he had - 
done fo; which order having obeyed, as alfo 
noticed the form of imprefling the feal with 
thefe words— this: I. deliver as my act and 
deed,”’—was inftantly difmiffed, with orders to 
fend the fheriff’s chief. officer_into the fteward’s 
room). 
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room, where a gentleman would give him audi- 
ence, and fettle the demands of his employer. 


No fooner was the Baronet fecured in all the 
privileges money alone can procure, and: of 
which nothing but his own breach of contract 
could in future diveft him, than, overwhelmed 
with his tide of good fortune, he began not only 
to feel that he fhould be lefs comfortable with 
than without the fociety of his geod friend, but 
alfo to experience much tender curiofity to ex- 
amine the contents of his billet, which a fingle 
glance had told him came from Mrs. Snug !— 
the faithlefs, yet {till adored Mrs, Snug! 


Human nature will ever be human nature, 
whether it be. more or lefs. perfect or imperfect. 
Tt was natural that the merchant fhould think 
he had quite enough of the baronet, as that the 
baronet flrould defire the abfence of the mer- 
chant—-for this fimple reafon, that the good and 
the evil, like oil and vinegar, can never by incli- 
nation affimilate together, though neceflity and 
hard eggs may force them to a temporary union. 


Juft as the gentlemen were taking leave of 
each other, Lady [leworth learned, by means 


of her woman, that the gentleman who had been 


folong with her malter was Mr. Curry—that 
the 
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the bailiffs were going to be paid off by him, 
and turned out of the houfe. 


Elate with intelligence fo congenial to her 
wifhes, fhe immediately difpatched her compli- 
ments with a meflage, requefting to fee her 
guardian, determined, if what fhe had heard of 
his generofity was rea/ly true, to condefcend a 
little in her turn, and to treat him with civility. 


She had only time to make up her mind 
what manner to receive him, when he undaunt- 
edly appeared before her, followed by Sir Frede- 
rick. 


“ T come, Madam,” faid he, “to receive 
your commands, otherwife fhould not have in- 
truded to your Ladyfhip’s dreffing-room, Ha- 
ving fettled the bufinefs with your hufband 
which brought me, a forbidden gueft, to this 
houfe, I have no fpare moments to beftow on 
attentions that are not previoully  claimed.— 
You fent word you fhould be glad to fee me; 
and the lefs time you require my attendance, 


et 


he greater will be my obligation.” 


Lady Hfleworth was going to anfwer him with 
fsirit equal to his own; but Sir Frederick, eager 
to bréak up the ceremonious altercation, to 


emanc! pate 
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emancipate himfelf and his friend, began to re- 
hearfe, as faft as he could utter, how much they 
were both indebted to Mr. Curry, and how 
much it behoved her ladyfhip to unite with him 
in returning their hearty acknowledgments.—- 
“Tam fure,” faid he, ‘* the devil would have: 
flown away with me, if this, my better genius, . 
had not fhatched me from his infernal clutches Pe 


The merchant, either mortified at the evil 
name coupled with his good works—too modett 
to delight in his own praifes—or fearful toen- 
counter the rage of Lady Ifleworth, fhould her. 
hufband proceed to the recitation of certain con- 
ditions, would inftantly have made his efcape; 
but fhe herfelf impeded his hafte, by the grace- 
fulnefs of her advances, and the gracioufnels,. 
of her folicitations. 


“ Indeed, my dear Sir,”? cried her ladythip,. 
‘6 fince you have been fo mighty obliging to Sir 
Frederick, you muff not, nay, you fhall not: 
leave us, till you. have heard what I have to fay, 


for myfelf.” 


Curry, ftill on his feet, made his bows, but: 
faid nothing. 


“ Recolle@ how often you have heard my 
fathet declare, that I was the fweeteft difpofition 
in 
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in the world!—and fo I am, in. every thing but. 
ene—I like to have my own way in the manage- 
ment of my ois children,” 


‘ And finely they have been managed, by 
G—!” exclaimed the Baronet; “in future I 
fhall take the conduct of Clariffa to myfelfy? 
winking fignificantly to.his colleague. 


“‘ T believe we fhall not have long to difpute 
on that fubject,” replied her peaceably difpofed 
ladyfhip, “ a few weeks, and another will fuper- 
cede my authority as well as yours——Pray,” 
added fhe, exultingly, “ have you told my truf= 
tee what my clevernefs has done for the efta- 
blifhment of Clarifla? who, being but a fort 
of milk and water compofition,.may think her- 
felf very well off to be a.countefs!” 


Sir Frederick, who had been. fo anxioufly 
looking forward. to the fame event, yet, having 
renounced it by his late engagement, would 
have imprecated a thoufand curfes on his own 
head, if the merchant’s penetrating eyes could 
have been prevailed upon to make their inquifi- 
tive refearches in. any other direction than. over 
the furface of his changing countenance, where- 
on they dwelt with immoveable fixednefs ; and 
he only replied to his wife’s queftion—‘* that 


Mr: 


Sy AGP RASS eMail. Ghee, ioe, 
SAE MU pt SEL oa 


Se Pie 


250 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS, 


Mr. Curry knew of Lord Clarence’s pretenfi- 
ons.” 


« And an’t you. vaftly happy?’ cried the, 
«¢ J am fure you muft be moft amazingly happy. 
at Clariffa’s good fortune !”” 


« J fhall rejoice, indeed,” faid he, “ when 
I hear, from her own declaration, that fhe has 
walked by choice, and not being dragged by 
authority, into the regions of felicity !” 


«Only hear him, Sir Frederick !—fill the 
fame unfafhionable ideas!—the fame antedilu- 


vian notions !” 


« Never, Madam, will you fee me caft off 
my old principles, till you can convince me: 
their fubftance is loft—that it is time I fhould 
get new ones; and’ alfo, that the new oncs 
muft be modern; when I fhall be proud to con-: 
fult your ladyfhip’s tafte in my choice, as the 
very beft of its Amd to which I can apply for 


directions !”’ 


Swallowing the bait without perceiving the: 
hook—that is to. fay, conftruing into a compli- 


ment what was meant as a cenfure, he feemed 
to. 
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to have entirely re-inftated himfelf in her favour 
—the increafed her civility—fhe increafed her 


loquacity ! 


Sir Frederick every moment grew more and 
more impatient to examine the contents of his 
adorable Mrs. Snug’s dillet-doux, not fo much 
from the violence of inclination, as from the 
violence of curiofity, of apology that dear perfi- 
dious could make, for an abfence which, in fo 
“many attendant circumftances, exactly refem- 
bled an elopement with a young dafhing {prig 
of quality, whofe head ran upon the ladies, and 
his wheels on the. four aces. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 
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